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B
RISTOL, Tenn. — Those
who gathered for the
launch of the picture

book “It’s Bristol Baby!” at
Bristol Regional Medical
Center’s Monarch Auditori-
um on Tuesday were treated
to 7-year-old Mira Morgan
giving the book its first pub-
lic reading.

Mira, the daughter of Bal-
lad Health Senior Manager
of Communication Meaghan
Smith, read the book aloud
to attendees who were there
to get a first glimpse at a
project brought to fruition
by Twin City Reads, Ballad
Health, United Way of Bris-
tol, the Bristol Public Library,
Bristol’s Promise and Read-
ing Buddies.

The book is part of a lo-
cal initiative to spearhead
reading in the home from an

early age to improve literacy,
reading comprehension and
ensure success later in life.

The event featured city of-
ficials and organization rep-
resentatives. Children from
the YWCA Wellmont Child
Development Center also
performed the “Bristol Baby
Bounce,” a country dance
routine, which is featured in
the picture book.

There are currently 6,000
copies of the book in print,
and families of babies born
at Bristol Regional Medical
Center will receive it for free.

The book will be available
at United Way of Bristol, the
Bristol Public Library, the
Bristol Chamber of Com-
merce, the Birthplace of
Country Music Museum,
Bristol Regional Medical
Center and some other loca-
tions. Funds from books

purchased from the library
and Bristol Regional will go
to their respective children’s
programs, and proceeds
from those purchased from
United Way will go to the
printing of more books.

The book is written by
Massachusetts-based author
Shirley Vernick, who wrote
similar children’s books
titled “I Love You, Michigan
Baby” and “Boston Baby.”
She is also an award-winning
author of three young adult
fiction novels. The book’s
illustrator, Paige Garrison, an
Irvine, California-based free-
lance illustrator and painter,
provided art for other chil-
dren’s books, including “Roa-
noke Baby,” a children’s book
about Roanoke, Virginia.
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Local radio station WETS-
FM, East Tennessee State Uni-
versity’s National Public Radio
affiliate, is raising funds to re-
place its tower atop Holston
Mountain.

A benefactor, who asked to
remain anonymous, has of-
fered to match up to $100,000
raised during the station’s fall
fundraiser, which ends Fri-
day, according to an ETSU
press release. All funds will go
toward replacing the current
aging radio tower, located on
Panhandle Road on Holston
Mountain.

“Without a tower, you don’t
have a radio signal,” WETS
station manager Wayne Win-
kler said in the release. “We’ve
been using the same tower
since 1973 before the station
went on the air. Wind, snow
and ice have taken a toll on it.
There are cracks in the sup-
port legs of the tower. We have
welded splints onto the legs,
and they might hold, or they
might not. Whenever there’s a
big storm or a lot of wind on
Holston Mountain, we hold
our breaths and keep our fin-
gers crossed.”

Most of the money typically
raised through the biannual
fundraiser goes to program-
ming, rather than a tower,
according to Karen Sullivan,
director of development at
WETS.

The cost of a new tower,
and its installation on Holston
Mountain, is estimated at
$200,000, the release states.

“This generous offer of
$100,000 in matching money
gives us a strong foundation in
our drive to replace the WETS-
FM tower,” Sullivan said.
“Some pledges have already
been made for the tower re-
placement, and we are abso-
lutely reaching out to our on-
air listeners to help us reach
our goal.”

Contributions can be
made online at www.wets.
org or by phone at 888-895-
9387(WETS).

Hurley man indicted on
murder charge

HURLEY, Va. — A Hurley,
Virginia, man has been
indicted on a first-degree
murder charge following a
March shooting death.

Jeremiah Russell May, 27,
was also indicted on use of
the firearm in the commis-
sion of murder, accord-
ing to Buchanan County
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Gerald Arrington.

Matthew Shon Hurley
was shot on March 6 at a
home in Hurley. May was
originally arrested following
the shooting, the Sheriff’s
Office reported.

May is currently being
held without bail at the
Southwest Virginia Regional
Jail in Haysi, Virginia.

Four injured in head-on
collision in Chilhowie
Four people were injured

in Chilhowie on Monday
afternoon in a head-on col-
lision between two vehicles.

One of the occupants was
air-rescued “after an exten-
sive extrication,” according
to a Facebook post from
the Town of Chilhowie Fire
& EMS Department. The
crash occurred at the inter-
section of Cherokee Lane
and Tattle Branch Road.

On Tuesday, a depart-
ment representative said
one of the occupants had
been released from the hos-
pital, but no other updates
were available.

King University hosts
talks on morals in
medical practice

BRISTOL, Tenn. — King
University’s Institute for
Faith and Culture speaker
series continues Monday,
Sept. 16, with an examina-
tion of the moral and spiri-
tual dimensions of medical
practice.

Dr. Farr A. Curlin, a
physician, author, ethicist
and professor of medi-
cal humanities at Duke
University’s Trent Center for
Bioethics, Humanities and
History of Medicine, will
present “Medicine and the
Christian Art of (Suffering
and) Dying” at 9:15 a.m. in
the University Chapel on
King’s main campus and
“The Way of Medicine: A
Profession to Heal” at 7
p.m. in the Bristol Regional
Medical Center Auditorium.
Both events are free and
open to the public as part
of the annual King Institute
Medical Lecture.

For more information
about the Institute, includ-
ing the full schedule for the
speaker series, visit king.
edu/faithandculture.

UT sells design
of bullied boy’s

homemade shirt
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — A

Florida boy who was bullied
over his homemade Univer-
sity of Tennessee shirt now
has fans of his own.

News outlets report the
Knoxville school is now
selling shirts featuring the
boy’s hand-drawn design.
The school’s VolShop web-
site says a portion of sales
proceeds will be donated
to the STOMP Out Bullying
nonprofit.

The boy’s teacher shared
his story on Facebook, say-
ing he was bullied during his
school’s college colors day.
Her widely shared post led
the school to send the boy a
care package with heartfelt
notes and Vols gear that he
shared with his class.

From staff and wire reports
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Seven-year-old Mira Morgan reads from the new “It’s Bristol Baby!” board book, held by Lisa Cofer, executive
director of United Way of Bristol, during a kickoff celebration Tuesday afternoon.
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New children’s bookmakes
Bristol babies feel at home

County sets new rules for The Barns wedding venue
BY JOE TENNIS
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ABINGDON, Va. — The Wash-
ington County Board of Supervi-
sors approved new rules for opera-
tions at The Barns at Chip Ridge,
a wedding venue on the outskirts
of Abingdon, Virginia, following a
public hearing that drew about a
dozen speakers to the board’s regu-
lar Tuesday meeting.

Eleven citizens spoke in favor
of The Barns at Chip Ridge. Many
praised its beauty and the business
practices of its owners, Kevin B.
Campbell and his family.

“It’s a special place,” said Tom
Minton, 64, a neighbor of the facil-
ity near White’s Mill.

Joel Jerkins, a restaurant owner
in Abingdon, also noted that he
had catered “thousands of dollars”

worth of food events at the barn.
But new rules have been im-

posed on the facility, following rec-
ommendations from the county’s
planning commission and some
concerns from neighbors. The
conditions are part of the approval
process for the property to be re-
zoned for business use instead of
farmland.

Now, according to a motion
passed Tuesday by the Board of
Supervisors, the noise must be lim-
ited to 65 decibels; hours of opera-
tion are limited from 9 a.m. to 11
p.m.; music may only be played
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.; directions to
the facility must be posted on the
business’s website; and a respon-
sible person, whose phone num-
ber must be publicly available, is
required to be present at all events.

About 30 people attended Tues-
day’s meeting specifically for the
public hearing, with many praising
how The Barns at Chip Ridge has
helped business at local hotels.

It has also attracted gatherings
beyond weddings.

On Friday, the Virginia Court
Clerks Association is holding an
event during its statewide con-
vention at the facility, said Tricia
Moore, clerk of the Washington
County Circuit Court and currently
the statewide association’s presi-
dent.

In other business on Tuesday, the
board passed a resolution to honor
the retiring Charlotte L. Parsons,
who has spent 26 years as the di-
rector of the Washington County
Public Library.

The resolution praised Parsons

for leading Washington County to
become part of Holston Associ-
ated Libraries Inc. and for leading
the renovation of the Hayters Gap
Branch Library in 2009, for con-
structing a new library in Damas-
cus in 2012 and for renovating the
Glade Spring Branch Library in
2016.

Also on Tuesday, the board ap-
proved a request for a special ex-
ception permit to establish fire
department offices and facilities,
in addition to emergency medi-
cal rescue offices, for property on
Green Cove Road in the remote and
mountainous southeastern corner
of Washington County.
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ABINGDON, Va. — Washington
County Board of Supervisors
met for more than two hours in
closed session on Tuesday with
County Attorney Lucy Phillips to
discuss zoning matters in regards
to a possible relocation of the
county courthouse to 300 Towne
Centre Drive, the former location
of Kmart.

In weeks prior to Tuesday’s
meeting, Abingdon Town Council
has passed a resolution against
the relocation of the court func-

tions from the downtown district
of Abingdon, saying the Kmart is
not zoned for a courthouse and
that a courthouse can only be
located in Abingdon’s Old and
Historic District.

A referendum is slated for Nov.
5 for Washington County voters
to decide if the court should be
moved.

At 10:31 p.m. on Tuesday,
County Administrator Jason

Berry issued a statement from
the Board of Supervisors:

“After examination of the zon-
ing determinations and Town
Council position on the reloca-
tion of courthouse operations
to the former K-Mart building
at Towne Centre, the Board
affirms its position that the op-
tion should be presented to the
citizens of Washington County
for referendum election.

“The Board regrets that the
Town is using its zoning ordi-
nance to obstruct implementa-
tion of the citizen’s choice if the
majority vote from the referen-
dum favors removal. The Board
of Supervisors supports the
citizen’s opportunity to partici-
pate in this important decision
and will vigorously support the
citizen’s choice as determined by
the referendum vote.”
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Supervisors set on courthouse referendum
Washington County
Board of Supervisors


