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Blackjewel auction bids are in
Proposed purchases require court approval; hearing set for 10 a.m. today in West Virginia

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Contura Energy is now slated
to purchase three mines in Wy-
oming and West Virginia from
bankrupt coal operator Black-
jewel, LLC — although for a
higher price than it initially bid
— according to the results of a
competitive three-day auction

filed in federal court Sunday
morning.

Some of Blackjewel’s facilities
in Virginia also received success-
ful bids, but it remains to be seen

how these sales will impact work-
ers.

All of the proposed purchases
still require court approval, and a
hearing is scheduled for 10 a.m.
Monday in Charleston, West Vir-
ginia.

Following a month of bank-
ruptcy proceedings and unsuc-
cessful efforts to obtain long-

term financing, Blackjewel began
the auction last Thursday to sell
its assets to interested bidders.
That process extended into Sat-
urday evening, Blackjewel’s law-
yers said in a court filing.

Blackjewel — the country’s
sixth largest coal producer in
2017, according to the most re-
cently available federal data —

filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection on July 1 in U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the South-
ern District of West Virginia. At
the same time, the company
halted operations at its facilities
in Virginia, Wyoming, Kentucky
and West Virginia, and most of
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Bristol Virginia Public Schools Superintendent Keith Perrigan talks about the possibility of a new school while
looking at the current boundaries for the city’s four elementary schools. The current proposal would leave Van Pelt
on the city’s east end, Stonewall Jackson on the west, and the remaining students at the new school.

Taking a
closer look

Superintendent:
Current proposal
for new school
could result in

highly segregated
population

B
RISTOL, Va. — A widely touted proposal to build an elemen-
tary school near the center of Bristol, Virginia, could result
in the city’s most segregated student population.

Superintendent Keith Perrigan intends to discuss the proposed
new school with the School Board at its regular meeting Monday
night. About 65 percent of the city’s African American elementary
students would attend the proposed new school, based on a pre-
liminary attendance zone drawing, Perrigan said.

If You Go
» What: Bristol
Virginia School
Board meeting
» When: 6 p.m.
tonight
» Where: School
Board office,
220 Lee St.
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See CLOSER, Page A9

Ohio and Texas

2 deadlymass
shootings occur
within 13 hours

The Associated Press

Two mass shootings at crowded
public places in Texas and Ohio
claimed at least 29 lives in less
than 13 hours and left scores of
people wounded, a shocking
carnage even in a country accus-
tomed to gun violence.

In the Texas border city of El
Paso, a gunman opened fire Sat-
urday morning in a shopping
area packed with thousands of
people during the busy back-to-
school season. The attack killed
20 and wounded more than two
dozen, many of them critically.

Hours later in Dayton, Ohio, a
gunman wearing body armor and
carrying extra magazines opened
fire in a popular nightlife area,
killing nine and injuring at least
27 people. The suspected shooter
was shot to death by responding
officers.

The attacks came less than a
week after a 19-year-old gunman
killed three people and injured 13
others at the popular Gilroy Gar-
lic Festival in California before
dying of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound.

The El Paso shooting was being
investigated as a possible hate
crime as authorities worked to
confirm whether a racist, anti-
immigrant screed posted online
shortly beforehand was written

IN OHIO
9 killed;

27 injured
in nightlife area

Suspect killed
by officers

Shooter’s sister
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20 killed;
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Suspect arrested

Attack labeled
as domestic

terrorism
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