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Feds
ask
judge
to halt
coal
Motion seeks stoppage
until workers get pay

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

The U.S. Department of Labor is
asking a federal judge to halt the
movement of coal from two Vir-
ginia facilities owned by bankrupt
coal operator Blackjewel LLC until
idled workers receive overdue pay.

The federal government consid-
ers coal at Blackjewel facilities in
Raven and Honaker “hot goods”
produced in violation of the Fair
Labor Standards Act, which pro-
hibits the transportation of goods
made in violation of minimum
wage and overtime requirements,
Department of Labor attorneys
wrote in an emergency motion
filed Aug. 9.

As a result, the federal govern-
ment requested an order in bank-
ruptcy court prohibiting the trans-
port of coal at these locations and
requiring that any sales proceeds
from the coal be held in an escrow
account until the issue of uncom-
pensated work is resolved.

Blackjewel is cooperating with
federal authorities, the company’s
attorneys wrote in a preliminary
response filed Aug. 10.

The federal bankruptcy court in
Charleston, West Virginia, had not
ruled on the motion as of Tuesday
afternoon.

Department of Labor investiga-
tors interviewed Blackjewel em-
ployees in Virginia, who said they
were owed pay from between June
10 and July 1. About 20,000 tons of
metallurgical coal — with an es-
timated value of at least $2.5 mil-
lion — were observed stockpiled in
train cars at a facility called Raven
Dock, and employees told investi-
gators 1,800 tons of clean coal and
15,000 tons of raw coal were at the
Flat Rock Prep Plant in Honaker, ac-
cording to the government’s filings.

Blackjewel — the country’s sixth
largest coal producer in 2017,
according to the most recently
available federal data — filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protec-
tion on July 1 in U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Southern District of
West Virginia. At the same time,
the company halted operations
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Sullivan County K-9 Officer Andrew Walden wears a new bite suit during a training demonstration Tuesday
with K-9 Officer Neeko. The bite suit was purchased by Food City in honor of fallen Sgt. Steve Hinkle.

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

K-9 Officer Sgt. Kris Thomas gets Neeko to release his bite
from K-9 Officer Andrew Walden during the demonstration.

Stronger bite

ONLINE
View video of the Sullivan County K-9 officers demonstrating the new bite suit at HeraldCourier.com.

He did what he was supposed
to do at the end of the day, so,
I mean, I was happy with it. … I
can actually feel his full bite.”
— Andrew Walden, Sullivan County K-9 officer‘‘

New K-9 bite suit

donated in honor of

fallen Sullivan officer
BY LURAH SPELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Sul-
livan County Sheriff’s Office
K-9 Officer Neeko demon-

strated Tuesday how a new bite suit
holds up to continue his training in
apprehending potential suspects
on command.

During a training session outside
the Sheriff’s Office in Blountville, the
7-year-old Belgian Malinois listened
to his handler, K-9 Unit Sgt. Kris
Thomas, and, within seconds, took
down K-9 Officer Andrew Walden,
who played the role of a suspect by
donning the big orange suit.

See BITE, Page A6

US delays
tariffs
on some
Chinese
goods until
December

BY PAUL WISEMAN
and CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON — Re-
sponding to pressure from
businesses and growing fears
that a trade war is threatening
the U.S. economy, the Trump
administration is delaying
most of the import taxes it
planned to impose on Chi-
nese goods and is dropping
others altogether.

The announcement Tues-
day from the Office of the
U.S. Trade Representative was
greeted with relief on Wall
Street and by retailers who
have grown fearful that the
new tariffs would wreck holi-
day sales.

The administration says
it still plans to proceed with
10% tariffs on about $300
billion in Chinese imports —
extending its import taxes to
just about everything China
ships to the United States in a
dispute over Beijing’s strong-
arm trade policies.

But under pressure from re-
tailers and other businesses,
President Donald Trump’s
trade office said it would de-
lay until Dec. 15 the tariffs
on nearly 60% of the imports
that had been set to absorb
the new taxes starting Sept. 1.
Among the products that will
benefit from the 3½-month
reprieve are such popular
consumer goods as cell-
phones, laptops, video game
consoles, some toys, com-
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