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Biden sees virus ‘independence,’
but COVID-19 takes no holiday

BY ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After nearly six
months in office, grappling with a
pandemic every step of that way,
President Joe Biden was determined
to party.

“This is a holiday weekend,” Biden
declared on Friday as he parried
journalists’ “negative” questions

about the ongoing U.S. troop with-
drawal from Afghanistan, “I’m going
to be celebrating it.”

Biden wants Americans to cele-
brate too, after enduring 16 months
of disruption in the pandemic and
more than 605,000 deaths. TheWhite
House encouraged gatherings and
fireworks displays all around the
country to mark — as though ripped

from a Hollywood script — the na-
tion’s “independence” from the virus.

And there is much to cheer: Cases
and deaths from COVID-19 are at or
near record lows since the outbreak
began, thanks to the robust U.S. vac-
cination program. Businesses and
restaurants are open, hiring is picking

6months
after
Capitol
assault,
corporate
pledges
fall flat

BY DAVID KLEPPER
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — As shock-
waves spread across the country
from the Jan. 6 insurrection at the
U.S. Capitol, corporate America took
a stand against the lies that powered
the mob. Or so it seemed.

Dozens of big companies, citing
their commitment to democracy,
pledged to avoid donating money to
the 147 lawmakers who objected to
Congress’ certification of Joe Biden’s
victory on the false grounds that
voting fraud stole the election from
then-President Donald Trump.

It was a striking gesture by some of
the most familiar names in business
but, as it turns out, it was largely an
empty one.

Six months later, many of those
companies have resumed funnel-
ing cash to political action commit-
tees that benefit the election efforts
of lawmakers whether they objected
to the election certification or not.
When it comes to seeking political
influence through corporate giving,
business as usual is back, if it ever left.

Walmart, Pfizer, Intel, General
Electric and AT&T are among com-
panies that announced their pledges
on behalf of democracy in the days
after Trump supporters stormed the
Capitol in a violent bid to disrupt the
transfer of power.

The companies contend that do-
nating directly to a candidate is not
the same as giving to a PAC that sup-
ports them. Given America’s porous
campaign finance laws, that’s a dis-
tinction without a difference to cam-
paign finance experts.
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Elliott wins at Road America

to start new Hendrick streak

Independence Day parade rolls through
BY JOE TENNIS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

S
pring Winge took a
front-row seat on a brick
planter, just in time for

Bristol’s Fourth of July parade
on Sunday afternoon.

The patriotic parade
provided a 15-minute-long
spectacle of trucks, flags,
sirens and pedestrians going
down State Street at 5 p.m.

And it was a welcome sight
for postal carrier Bert Whittak-
er, 58, who stood on the cor-
ner of Commonwealth Avenue
and State Street and said, “I’ve
been watching these parades
since the late ’60s.”

Winge, 43, overlooked the
sidewalks of State Street on
Sunday and said, “It’s actually

a pretty good little turnout.”
Still, her husband, Richard

Winge, 47, said, “There’s

not enough … it’s not like it
used to be.”

Bristol’s parades of 2020
were canceled due to the
coronavirus.

Sunday’s parade marked
the first parade in Bristol
since the Christmas parade
was held in 2019.

“I think it’s a good thing
that the parade is open
back up to the commu-
nity,” said Spring Winge,
a Bank of America vendor
who lives in Bristol, Ten-
nessee.

Even so, she said, “We
need more community
involvement.”
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Vehicles make their way down State Street on Sunday afternoon
during Bristol’s annual Fourth of July parade.
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F
ireworks explode over the Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument and U.S. Capitol, at the

National Mall, during the Independence Day celebrations in Washington on Sunday.


