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Records:
Woman
selling
books
assaulted,
tied up

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — A wom-
an selling educational books
in Bristol was assaulted and
tied up at a home earlier this
week before she escaped
through a window, according
to court records.

In addition
to reckless
driving, reck-
less endanger-
ment, evading
arrest, meth-
amphetamine
p o s s e s s i o n
and other traf-

fic charges, Steve A. Collins,
50, has been charged with
felony aggravated kidnap-
ping, aggravated assault and
theft.

A woman, who has not
been identified, told Sgt. Ja-
son McCready of the Bristol
Tennessee Police Depart-
ment that she was going
door-to-door selling books
Monday. McCready spoke to
her at Bristol Regional Medi-
cal Center after receiving a
report of a woman who had
been abducted and assault-
ed by a man.

The woman said she had
gone to an apartment on
Lynnwood Street regarding
an order that Collins made,
the complaint states. She
said she parked her bicycle
and went to the apartment.

Collins

Sullivan takes $584K back from BOE
BY LURAH SPELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — The
Sullivan County Commission
on Thursday approved taking
$584,000 back from the county
Board of Education to help pay

for a county school system sewer
project that is already underway.

The vote was 16-4, with one ab-
stention and three commission-
ers absent. The same resolution
also gave the board permission
to spend $1,025,200 out of a re-

stricted school system fund for
the project.

The commission debated the is-
sue for an hour Thursday, as they
have many times since Septem-
ber 2018. Commissioner Hershel
Glover introduced the resolution

with co-sponsors Dwight King,
Joyce Crosswhite, Larry Crawford,
Mark Hutton and Terry Har-
kleroad. The resolution address-
es an adjustment to the type of
sewer lines being installed at the
site along Weaver Pike, which will

serve Sullivan East High School
and the future Sullivan East Mid-
dle School.

In December, a resolution
failed with only nine yes votes

ON THE FLIP SIDE

PHOTOS BY DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BOVE: Niko Johnson takes his turn during the 17th annual Tennessee

High School football tire flip competition Thursday. The football team

was divided into two groups and began the competition with a run from

Vance Middle School to State Street where a large tire is flipped back to Vance.

Only one person is allowed to flip the tire at a time, but players can switch out

as often as they need. Dozens of spectators, including some at Central Office

(bottom right) were lined up to watch the annual competition that marks the end

of the summer conditioning progam and the start of practice for the upcoming

season. BELOW RIGHT: ETSU football commitment Nolan Wishon takes his turn.

BELOW LEFT: Carter Harris has a turn. More photos at HeraldCourier.com.

USwarship destroys Iranian drone in Strait of Hormuz
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A U.S. warship on Thurs-
day destroyed an Iranian drone in the Strait of
Hormuz after it threatened the ship, President
Donald Trump said. The incident marked a
new escalation of tensions between the coun-
tries less than one month after Iran downed

an American drone in the same waterway and
Trump came close to retaliating with a military
strike.

In remarks at the White House, Trump
blamed Iran for a “provocative and hostile”
action and said the U.S. responded in self-
defense. Iran’s foreign minister, Mohammad

Javad Zarif, told reporters as he arrived for a
meeting at the United Nations that “we have
no information about losing a drone today.”

The clash in one of the busiest waterways for
international oil traffic highlighted the risk of
war between two countries at odds over a wide
range of issues.

Trump
disavows
‘send her
back’ cry
Omar stands defiant

BY ALAN FRAM
and DARLENE SUPERVILLE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Thursday chided his sup-
porters who chanted “send
her back” when he ques-
tioned the loyalty of a So-
mali-born congresswom-
an, joining widespread
criticism of the campaign
crowd’s cry after Republi-
cans warned about politi-
cal blowback from the an-
gry scene.

In a week that has cork-
screwed daily with hostile
exchanges over race and
love of country, Trump
also claimed he had tried
to stop the chant at a re-
election event Wednesday
night in North Carolina —
though video shows other-
wise. The crowd’s “send her
back” shouts resounded for
13 seconds as Trump made
no attempt to interrupt
them. He paused in his
speech and surveyed the
scene, taking in the uproar.

“I started speaking really
quickly,” he told reporters
Thursday. “I was not happy
with it. I disagree with it”
and “would certainly try”
to stop any similar chant at
a future rally.

The taunt’s target —
Democratic Rep. Ilhan
Omar of Minnesota — re-
sponded defiantly Thurs-
day. She told reporters at
the Capitol that she be-
lieves the president is a
“fascist” and cast the con-
frontation as a fight over
“what this country truly
should be.”

“We are going to con-
tinue to be a nightmare to
this president because his
policies are a nightmare
to us. We are not deterred.
We are not frightened,” she
told a cheering crowd that
greeted her like a local hero
at the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport as she
returned from Washington.

The back-and-forth cap-
tured the potential impacts
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