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No local COVID-19
case clusters linked
to Bristol race— yet

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Race fans enjoy the flyover during the national anthem
prior to the NASCAR All-Star Race on July 15 at BMS.

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — More than a week
after Bristol Motor Speedway hosted one
of the country’s largest in-person sports
gatherings since the start of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, local health officials say
they have not linked any case clusters to
the NASCAR All-Star Race, as of Thursday.

The speedway implemented proce-
dures at the race that included physical
distancing between spectators in the sta-
dium and requiring fans to wear masks in
most parts of the arena, except when they
were at their seats.

Still, many race fans did not wear face
coverings at souvenir stands, vendors

and tailgates outside track property.
Some community members also raised
concerns that the region’s COVID-19 case
numbers were already growing before the
race and that visitors from outside the
area could contribute to spread of the vi-
rus locally.

Several public health experts said this
week that although they don’t think all
22,000 people estimated to have attend-
ed the All-Star Race on July 15 need to be
tested for COVID-19, they do recommend
that attendees monitor themselves for
coronavirus symptoms.

COVID-19 is believed to have a 14-day

See RACE, Page A15

BHC FILE PHOTO

King University, in Bristol, Tennessee, which reported retaining 348 jobs, was one of the largest employers in
Sullivan County to receive a PPP loan and it received one of the largest, between $2 million and $5 million.

‘It’s a big deal’
Sullivan County
businesses got
$134M in PPP loans

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

T
o keep thousands of em-
ployees at Sullivan County
businesses on the payrolls

through the COVID-19 pandemic,
the federal government sent county
businesses a combined total of at
least $134.05 million in Paycheck
Protection Program loans.

EDITOR’S NOTE
» The first story in this two-part
series on local recipients of PPP
loans focused on Southwest
Virginia companies and agencies.
Read it at HeraldCourier.com.

See PPP, Page A13

Trump
softens
stance on
schools’
reopening

BY COLLIN BINKLEY
AP Education Writer

Softening his earlier
stance, President Donald
Trump on Thursday ac-
knowledged that some
schools may need to delay
their reopening this fall as
the coronavirus continues
to surge.

It marks a shift from
Trump’s previous demand
for a full re-
opening of
the nation’s
schools. In
recent weeks,
Trump has
said that it’s
safe to open
schools and
that Demo-
crats have
opposed it for
political reasons.

But speaking at a White
House news conference,
Trump said districts in
some virus hot spots “may
need to delay reopening for
a few weeks.” He said the
decision will fall to gover-
nors.

Even as he tempered his
position, though, Trump
insisted that every school
should be “actively making
preparations to open.” Stu-
dents need to be in school
buildings to prevent learn-
ing setbacks, he said, and to
access meal programs and
mental health services.

As long as they have nec-
essary measures in place,
he added, “many school
districts can now reopen
safely.”

Trump has made opening
schools a key priority as he
looks to restart the econo-
my. Students need to return
to the classroom so their
parents can return to work,
he has said.

See SCHOOLS, Page A15
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Trump calls off Florida segment of GOP convention
BY ZEKE MILLER

and BRENDAN FARRINGTON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Bowing to
the coronavirus threat, Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Thursday
scrapped plans for a four-night
Republican National Conven-
tion celebration in Florida that
had been set to draw more than
10,000 people to a pandemic hot
spot to mark his renomination.

Trump had already moved the
convention’s public events out of
North Carolina because of virus

concerns. But the spiking virus
shifted south, too, and the planned
gathering in Jacksonville increas-
ingly appeared to be both a health
and political risk. Trump and his
advisers feared that going forward
with big parties and “infomercial”
programming in Florida would ul-
timately backfire on the president.

“It’s a different world, and it will
be for a little while,” Trump said,
explaining his decision at a White
House coronavirus briefing. “To
have a big convention is not the
right time.”

A small subset of GOP del-
egates will still formally renomi-
nate Trump on Aug. 24 in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, at an event
scheduled to last just four hours.

Trump had decided last month
to shift the ceremonial portions
of the GOP convention to Florida
because of a dispute with North
Carolina’s Democratic leaders
over holding an indoor gathering
with throngs of supporters taking
a pass on face masks.

See CONVENTION, Page A15


