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Sullivan panels to study jail issues

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A Sullivan County deputy keeps watch from a central control room at the
county jail. Mayor Richard Venable has appointed five committees that will
work on developing a master plan for the jail to address overcrowding.

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Sul-
livan County Mayor Richard
Venable has appointed five
committees to work with a
Knoxville design firm to aid in
the development of a master
plan to address overcrowding
of inmates at Sullivan County’s
jail.

The goal of the master plan
is to determine whether to re-
model or expand the current
jail and/or build a new jail.
The County Commission hired
Michael Brady Inc., or MBI, in

February to develop the three-
phase plan. Venable told the
Bristol Herald Courier earlier
this week that MBI may have
a jail design and site location
ready by Oct. 10.

“By that time, I want that

entire [County] Commission
to know how that thing was
designed,” Venable said. “Ev-
ery step of the way, I want the
sheriff and his three chiefs to
sign off on every nut and bolt.
I don’t know anything about
building jails and neither does
the commission. I want them
to have the advice of the best
corrections people we can
find.”

Jay Henderlight, an MBI ar-
chitect who is the lead on de-
veloping the plan, told the

ONLINE
Hear more details
about what the
committees are
tasked with in this

week’s “On the Record” podcast
and see the list of committee
members at HeraldCourier.com.

See JAIL, Page A9

Coeburn
father
charged
in death
of infant

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A Coeburn, Virginia, man
charged in the death of his
baby, told authorities that
he dropped her multiple
times in one night, accord-
ing to court records.

Nicholas Logan Plaster,
21, has been charged in
Wise County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court
with felony murder and
felony child abuse. He was
arrested Wednesday after
Wise County Sheriff’s Office
deputies began investigat-
ing the death.

On Tuesday, a 7-week-old
infant was unresponsive
and taken
to Moun-
tain View
Hospital in
Norton, the
Sheriff’s Of-
fice said in a
news release
on Thursday.
The infant was pronounced
dead at the hospital and
sent to the medical exam-
iner’s office in Roanoke for
an autopsy.

The Sheriff’s Office said
preliminary autopsy results
showed the infant died from
head trauma. A medical
examiner’s office spokes-
woman Thursday said the
cause and manner of death
for Nyah Plaster is pend-
ing. The Sheriff’s Office has
declined to identify the in-
fant and the criminal com-
plaint identifies the child as
NP.

The medical examiner
called Wise County authori-
ties and advised that the
baby died from head trau-
ma consistent with shaking
baby death, according to
a criminal complaint filed

Plaster

See COEBURN, Page A9

D-DAY AT 75

IAN LANGSDON/POOL VIA AP

U
.S. President Donald Trump, U.S first lady Melania Trump (left) French President Emmanuel Macron

(second right) and his wife Brigitte Macron (right) watch jet planes approaching during a ceremony to mark

the 75th anniversary of D-Day in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, on Thursday. Story on page A4.
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Family and friends watch as the casket of
Virginia Beach shooting victim Katherine
Nixon is wheeled to a hearse after a funeral
service at St. Gregory The Great Catholic
Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia, on Thursday.

Services begin for the 12 victims
of Virginia Beachmass shooting
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BY BEN FINLEY
The Associated Press

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — Hundreds
of mourners packed a Catholic church
on Thursday to remember a married
mother of three who was killed during
last week’s mass shooting in a Virginia
Beach municipal building.

The funeral mass for Katherine
“Kate” Nixon in Virginia Beach was
among the first memorial services for

the 12 people who died, ushering in
the next phase of grief for this city on
the Atlantic Coast.

“We hope that now she’s enjoying
the Heavenly Father’s blessing,” Eric
Vogt, pastor of St. Gregory the Great,
said during the homily.

A program for the funeral mass
showed a smiling Nixon, 42, with her

See SERVICES, Page A9

Regulators give phone companies new tools to fight robocalls
BY TALI ARBEL

AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK — Federal regula-
tors voted Thursday to give phone

companies the right to block un-
wanted calls without getting cus-
tomers’ permission first.

The Federal Communications

Commission’s move could make
call-blocking widespread and
help consumers dodge annoying
robocalls, which have exploded

into a problem that pesters Amer-
icans on the level of billions of
calls a month.

See ROBOCALLS, Page A9
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Feeling stressed
out? Your dog may
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study suggests


