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Panel to promote casino project
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BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — A committee
has been formed to build support
for the proposed Hard Rock Bristol
Hotel and Casino, which appears
on the ballot this fall.

In the coming months, the com-
mittee will engage with residents
to answer questions, provide infor-

mation about the project and work
with business and civic leaders and
organizations, according to a writ-
ten statement.

The committee is co-chaired by

Jim Allen, chairman of Hard Rock
International; Jim McGlothlin,
chairman and CEO of The United
Co.; and Clyde Stacy, president of
Par Ventures — the three princi-
pals involved in trying to establish
the casino at the vacant Bristol
Mall on Gate City Highway.

City voters will be asked to vote
yes or no on the casino on the bal-

lot that includes the presidential
election. The casino question will
appear on the Nov. 3 ballot, but,
through Virginia’s new “no excuse
absentee voting” law, city voters
can begin voting Sept. 18.

“I am proud to be joined in this
effort by two leaders who share our

See CASINO, Page A9
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WATER BREAK
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M
adelyn and Jackson Singleton enjoy the cool water of Steele Creek earlier this week. Today’s high is

forecast to be 86 with a shower or thunderstorm possible. Thunderstorms will remain in the forecast

Thursday and Friday, but highs will drop to the lower 80s. The complete forecast is on page A10.
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AGBarr defends aggressive
federal response to protests

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK, MICHAEL
BALSAMO and ERIC TUCKER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Attorney
General William Barr defended
the aggressive federal law en-
forcement response to civil un-
rest in America as he testified for
the first time before the House Ju-
diciary Committee, pushing back
against angry, skeptical Demo-
crats who said President Donald
Trump’s administration is uncon-
stitutionally suppressing dissent.

The hearing, held Tuesday as
the late civil rights icon John Lew-
is lay in state steps away outside
the Capitol, highlighted the wide
election-year gulf between the
two parties on police brutality
and systemic racism in law en-
forcement. Massive protests have
sparked unrest across the nation
following the death of George
Floyd at the hands of Minneapo-
lis police, and calls for police re-
form are growing louder.

But Barr said “violent rioters
and anarchists have hijacked le-
gitimate protests” and argued the
violence taking place in Portland,
Oregon, and other cities is dis-
connected from Floyd’s killing,
which he called a “horrible” event
that prompted a necessary na-
tional reckoning on the relation-
ship between the Black commu-

nity and law enforcement. But he
also said there was no systemic
racism in law enforcement.

“Largely absent from these
scenes of destruction are even su-
perficial attempts by the rioters to
connect their actions to George
Floyd’s death or any legitimate
call for reform,” Barr said of the
Portland protests.

The hearing marks Barr’s first
appearance before the commit-
tee after 18 months in office,
bringing him face to face with the

panel that voted last year to hold
him in contempt and is holding
hearings on what Democrats say
is politicization of the Justice De-
partment under his watch. But
little new ground was uncovered;
fuming Democrats often used
their five minutes to lay out their
frustrations and cut Barr off as he
attempted to answer questions.

The hearing comes during a
tumultuous stretch in which
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Attorney General William Barr listens during a House Judiciary
Committee hearing on the oversight of the Department of Justice as a
video plays in the background on Capitol Hill on Tuesday in Washington.

See BARR, Page A9

Board
approves
Darma
request

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — The
Washington County Board
of Supervisors on Tuesday
approved Dharma Pharma-
ceuticals’ request to operate
a new retail space for medi-
cal marijuana in Abingdon.

Several people spoke both
for and against the project,
set to locate near the cross-
roads of U.S. 11 (Lee High-
way) and state Route 677
(Watauga Road).

The supervisors voted 6-0,
with Chairman Dwayne
Ball absent, to approve the
request. But the supervisors
required additional fencing
and low-level lighting to ad-
dress residents’ concerns
about security at the facility.

Dharma Pharmaceuticals
applied for a special excep-
tion permit for retail sales
produced and associated
with a pharmaceutical pro-
cessor on approximately 8.3
acres at the property, 26864
Watauga Road, in the M-2
(Industrial, General) zoning
district.

Some residents, including
Greg Woods, said they were
worried about safety, with
Woods saying “multiple
houses” were located near
the facility.

Eric Miller, the current
owner of the property, said
he would use the sales pro-
ceeds to expand his busi-
ness facilities in the area.

In other business onTues-
day, the board approved re-
zoning for a project at Parks
Mill in rural Abingdon. A
special exception permit
will allow a small business
to use classroom facili-
ties for wilderness medi-
cal classes and as event
venues for social gather-
ings, including receptions,
reunions, weddings, com-
pany meetings and com-
munity meetings — such as
a fall festival.

Late on Tuesday, after a
closed meeting, the board
voted to sell the county
treasurer’s building on
Abingdon’s Main Street for
an appraised value to be
determined by the county’s
staff members, according
to a motion by Supervisor
Mike Rush.
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