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BIDEN: ‘We’ll overcome’
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Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden
speaks Thursday at the Chase Center in Wilmington, Delaware.

Sullivan County Jail
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

BY STEVE PEOPLES and ALEXANDRA JAFFE
The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. — Joe Biden
vowed to unite an America torn by
crisis and contempt Thursday night,
accepting the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination and achieving a pin-
nacle in an unfinished quest that has
spanned three decades and been

marred by personal tragedy, political
stumbles and more dynamic rivals.

The past hurdles fell away as Biden
addressed his fellow Democrats and
millions of Americans at home who
he hopes will send him to the White
House to replace Donald Trump –
though his triumphant moment was
drained of immediate drama by the
coronavirus pandemic, which left

him speaking to a nearly empty are-
na rather than a to a joyously cheer-
ing crowd.

“Here and now I give you my word,
if you entrust me with the presi-
dency, I will draw on the best of us
not the worst,” Biden declared. “I’ll
be an ally of the light, not our dark-
ness.”

“And make no mistake, we’ll over-
come this season of darkness in
America”

Nominee seeks
Dem, national unity
in convention finale

Democratic National Convention: Day 4
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39 test
positive
for virus

Bristol Virginia schools reopen with an
environment constrained by pandemic

‘It was so awesome’
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Bristol Virginia Schools Superintendent Keith Perrigan talks with students in the hallway at Van Pelt Elementary School on Thursday afternoon.

With dividers
on the tables,
kindergarten
students eat

their lunch
on the first

day of school
at Van Pelt

Elementary
in Bristol,

Virginia, on
Thursday.

BY SARAH WADE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — On Thurs-
day, Bristol Virginia schools
reopened their buildings to

students for the start of the new
academic year. While some had
elected the remote learning option
in a school systemwide survey,
at least 56 percent of the student
population returned in person.

At Van Pelt Elementary, it was
clear that students and staff were
navigating a very different envi-
ronment than the one they’d left
in the spring, when the COV-
ID-19 pandemic triggered school
building closings throughout the
region.

A nurse sat camped in the front

See SCHOOL, Page A5

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A total of 39 people have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 at the
Sullivan County jail, authori-
ties said Thursday.

On Monday, the Sullivan
County Sheriff’s Office learned
that one employee had tested
positive. At the time, no tests
had been done on other em-
ployees or inmates, but the
Sheriff’s Office was work-
ing with the Sullivan County

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL KICKS OFF TONIGHT
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