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Ken Hale, an attorney representing several families, speaks against the proposed rezoning for an RV park during
Monday’s Planning Commission meeting. Commissioners voted to reject a pro-rezoning recommendation.

‘I’m overjoyed’
Planning board rejects RV park rezoning; full
City Council could consider matter next week

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — A group of city residents
isn’t declaring victory but came away
satisfied Monday after the city Planning

Commission rejected a staff recommendation
regarding a proposed rezoning for an RV park
and campground.

Commissioners voted 4-0, with member
Kevin Wingard abstaining, to reject the report’s
pro-rezoning recommendation. Commission
member Jordan Pennington was absent, and
another — Todd Buchanan — submitted his
resignation last week.

The commission will now send a negative
recommendation to the full City Council,
which could consider the matter at its meeting
next Tuesday.
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Councilman Kevin Wingard, whose family comprises
Long Crescent LLC and requested the rezoning, listens
during Monday’s Planning Commission meeting.See RV PARK, Page A5

TBI identifies victim in officer-involved shooting
BY TIM DODSON

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ELIZABETHTON, Tenn. — Authorities iden-
tified the man who died Monday following an
officer-involved shooting in Elizabethton.

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
identified the victim as Jeffrey Michael Gibble,
age 33, of Johnson City. Gibble was killed in an
early morning shootout with Elizabethton
police, according to a written statement.

Authorities said an officer with the Eliza-
bethton Police Department observed “suspi-
cious activity” near a vehicle on the 700 block
of East Elk Avenue around 2 a.m. Monday.
When the officer confronted a man there and
asked him to identify himself, he fled on foot.
A second officer caught up to the suspect in
the 200 block of Academy Street and tried to
take him into custody, according to the TBI
statement.

The release states that the man then pulled
out a gun and fired at the officer. The two offi-
cers fired back and shot the suspect, who was

taken to a hospital and pronounced dead.
No officers were injured in the shooting,

said TBI officials in the statement.
The state agency is investigating the inci-

dent at the request of 1st District Attorney
General Ken Baldwin.

“As in any case, our investigative findings will
be shared with the District Attorney General
throughout the process for his consideration
and review,” according to TBI’s statement.
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Officers process the scene where an officer-involved shooting occurred on Academy Street in Elizabethton.

See SHOOTING, Page A5

Purdue
Pharma
files for
bankruptcy

BY GEOFF MULVIHILL
and STEVE LEBLANC

The Associated Press

BOSTON — OxyContin mak-
er Purdue Pharma has em-
barked on a multibillion-dol-
lar plan to settle thousands
of lawsuits over the nation’s
deadly opioid crisis by trans-
forming itself in bankruptcy
court into a sort of hybrid be-
tween a business and a char-
ity.

Whether the company can
pull it off remains to be seen,
especially with about half the
states opposed to the deal.

The pharmaceutical giant
filed for bankruptcy late Sun-
day, step one in a plan it says
would provide $10 billion to
$12 billion to help reimburse
state and local governments
and clean up the damage
done by powerful prescrip-
tion painkillers and illegal
opioids like heroin and fen-
tanyl, which together have
been blamed for more than
400,000 deaths in the U.S. in
the past two decades.

The plan calls for turning
Purdue into a “public benefit
trust” that would continue
selling opioids but hand its
profits over to those who have
sued the company. The Sack-
ler family would give up own-
ership of Purdue and contrib-
ute at least $3 billion toward
the settlement.

It will be up to a federal
bankruptcy judge to decide
whether to approve or reject
the settlement or seek modi-
fications.

Two dozen states plus key
lawyers who represent many
of the 2,000-plus local gov-
ernments suing the Stamford,
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BOE
votes
to offer
director
position

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — At its
Monday night board meet-
ing, the Bristol Tennessee
Board of Education unani-
mously voted to begin the
process of offering Tom
Sisk, current superinten-
dent of Limestone County
Schools in Alabama, the
position of new director of
schools.

The board spent more
than an hour publicly in-
terviewing Sisk on topics
including leadership styles,
his experience with career
and technical education,
his thoughts on the place of
technology in the schools
and safety measures he
implemented at Limestone
County Schools, among
other education adminis-
tration-related topics.

The interview with
Sisk was the only one the
board held publicly with
any candidate during the
two-month search process
that began in May, when
Gary Lilly, the director of
schools for the city since
2009, accepted a job as di-
rector of schools at Collier-
ville Schools in a suburb of
Memphis, Tennessee.

Board Vice Chair Jim
Butcher said the board in-
terviewed a total of seven
candidates, including Sisk,
in separate one-on-one


