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BRISTOL, Va. — The Bristol
Virginia City Council gets its
turn to consider a controversial
proposed rezoning request at to-
night’s regular meeting.

The council agenda’s first ac-
tion item is a request from Long
Crescent LLC asking the city to
rezone 19 hillside acres on Long
Crescent Road from R-1A resi-
dential to B-3 intermediate busi-
ness to allow the firm to establish
an RV park and campground.
The site faces Interstate 81, but
the rear abuts an established res-
idential neighborhood.

Long Crescent LLC is com-
prised of members of Council-

man Kevin Wingard’s family, in-
cluding his wife, daughter and
son-in-law.

Last week, the city’s Planning
Commission voted 4-0, with
member and Councilman Win-
gard abstaining, to recommend
that the council deny the request
— rejecting a city staff recom-
mendation for approval.

The proposal first met with
public outcry from nearby resi-
dents during a Sept. 10 public
hearing, during which about
20 spoke against it. They claim
the proposed business would
decrease property values, nega-
tively impact their way of life and
create traffic safety issues both

on Long Crescent Road and its
intersection with Lee Highway.

Opponents also caution the re-
zoning could open the door to a
wide range of other businesses,
should the proposed RV park and
campground fail to open or ulti-
mately shut down.

Last week, many of those same
residents presented the Plan-
ning Commission with a petition
signed by 300 people opposed to
the plan.

The council is hearing the draft
ordinance on first reading. Wing-
ard isn’t allowed to vote or discuss
the matter, and Mayor Neal Os-
borne said he has “serious reser-
vations” about the plan and plans

to vote against it, given the level
of opposition from neighbors.

Rachel Gibson of Long Cres-
cent LLC said last week there is
“not much” hope the council
might approve the plan.

The meeting begins at 6 p.m. at
City Hall, 300 Lee St.
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WISE, Va. — Camille Schrier used her
platform as the reigning Miss Virginia
2019 Monday to encourage hundreds of
sixth-graders to study hard for the many
career choices they will have in science,
technology, engineering and mathemat-
ics.

And Schrier knows what she’s talking
about. She is a graduate of Virginia Tech
with degrees in biochemistry and sys-
tems biology who’s pursuing a doctor of
pharmacy degree at Virginia Common-
wealth University.

“I am not a beauty queen,” she told the
youngsters. “I am a pharmacy student. I
am a graduate student. I am a woman of
science.”

She was part of the fourth annual Girls’
Day in STEM event at the University
of Virginia’s College at Wise, where the
youngsters conducted a variety of sci-
ence experiments and labs to spark their
interest in STEM fields, according to a
news release from UVa-Wise.

Schrier’s tenure as Miss Virginia will be
spent touring the state as an advocate for
STEM education and a variety of other

causes, the release states.
Schrier, who has been interested in sci-

ence since she was a child, said her family
kitchen was her first laboratory. She was
in pageants as a youngster but decided
it was time to devote her time to science.
When the Miss America pageant went
through significant changes to become
less of a beauty contest, she decided to
enter the Miss Virginia pageant. Her tal-
ent was a science experiment.

“It’s time to broaden the definition of
talent,” she explained. “Science is a tal-
ent.”
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Camille Schrier, the reigning Miss Virginia 2019, attends Girls’ Day in STEM at UVa-Wise on Monday. The annual event encourages sixth-grade girls to
pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

GIRLS’DAY IN STEM

Annual UVa-Wise event encourages girls to look for careers in STEM
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City Council to consider RV park rezone
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Con-
gressional Democrats on
Monday pressed their de-
mands for full disclosure of
a whistleblower’s complaint
about President Donald
Trump and intensified calls
for impeachment. Trump in-
sisted anew he did nothing
wrong in his conversation
with Ukraine’s leader that
is at the center of the com-
plaint.

Republican lawmakers re-
mained largely silent amid
the reports that the president
pressured Ukraine’s leader
to help investigate political
rival Joe Biden at the same
time the White House was
withholding $250 million in
aid to the Eastern European
nation.

Trump acknowledged
the phone call and said he
didn’t want to give money to
Ukraine — if there were cor-
ruption issues.

“It’s very important to talk
about corruption,” Trump
told reporters as he opened
meetings at the United Na-
tions. “If you don’t talk about
corruption, why would you
give money to a country that
you think is, is corrupt?”

Trump has sought, without
evidence, to implicate Biden
and his son Hunter in the
kind of corruption that has
long plagued Ukraine. Hunt-
er Biden served on the board
of a Ukrainian gas company
at the same time his father
was leading the Obama ad-
ministration’s diplomatic
dealings with Kyiv. Though
the timing raised concerns
among anti-corruption ad-
vocates, there has been no
evidence of wrongdoing by
either the former vice presi-
dent or his son.

Trump insists
he never pressed
Ukraine to dig
for Biden dirt
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