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Council
to focus
on road
projects

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Bristol Vir-
ginia City Council is scheduled
to discuss four proposed high-
way projects Tuesday, includ-
ing plans to widen two seg-
ments of Lee Highway and add
a roundabout, or traffic circle,
at a busy city intersection.

The meeting agenda in-
cludes a request to support
submitting the projects to
the Virginia Department of
Transportation for Smart Scale
funding in fiscal 2021-22.

The first would widen an
1,800-foot section of Lee High-
way to four lanes from Alexis
Drive — next to the Pal’s res-
taurant — to east of Dominion
Place, but west of the Walmart
entrance at Walnut Grove Pres-
byterian Church. It includes
extending existing turn lanes,
signal modifications and add-
ing a raised median. Plans also
include adding a segment of
6-foot-wide sidewalk along the
roadway’s north side.

A separate project would
widen the adjoining section
of U.S. Highway 11 from the
church entrance to near the
intersection with Old Airport
Road to four lanes with the
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Seven-year-old Sophia Robinson watches her ball roll toward the hole Thursday at the Putt-Putt

course on the Bluff City Highway in Bristol, Tennessee.

Protests, rallies mark holiday

BY MIKE HOUSEHOLDER, JONATHAN
MATTISE and MICHELLE R. SMITH

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Protesters
marched over the Brooklyn
Bridge, chanted “We want jus-
tice now!” near St. Louis’ Gate-
way Arch, prayed in Atlanta and
paused for a moment of silence
at the Martin Luther King Jr. Me-
morial in Washington, as Ameri-
cans marked Juneteenth on
Friday with new urgency amid
protests to demand racial justice.

The holiday, which com-
memorates the emancipation of
enslaved African Americans, is

usually celebrated with parades
and festivals but became a day
of protest this year in the wake
of nationwide demonstrations
set off by George Floyd’s killing
at the hands of police in Minne-
apolis.

In addition to the traditional
cookouts and readings of the
Emancipation Proclamation —
the Civil War-era order that de-
clared all slaves free in Confeder-
ate territory — Americans were
marching, holding sit-ins or car
caravan protests.
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Thousands of people surround activist Angela Davis as she speaks to
protesters during the West Coast Port Shutdown on Friday at the SSA
Terminals in Oakland, California. Cranes and berths came to a standstill as
longshoremen in ports throughout California stopped work, joining thousands
of Californians commemorating Juneteenth and demanding racial equality.

ROLLING ALONG

Tennessee advances 6-week abortion ban; lawsuit filed
BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Amid
nationwide unrest and a global
pandemic that wrecked the state
budget, Tennessee lawmakers
advanced one of the strictest
abortion bans in the country as
most Tennesseans were asleep
Friday and largely unaware the
GOP-dominant General Assem-
bly had taken up the controver-
sial proposal.

The bill’s passage shocked
Democratic lawmakers and re-

productive rights advocates who
had been assured for weeks that
the anti-abortion measure would
not be considered in the Senate.

Just hours after lawmakers ad-
journed Friday, an emergency
lawsuit had already been filed
seeking to block the implemen-
tation of the measure.

Planned Parenthood, the
American Civil Liberties Union
and the Center for Reproductive
Rights — the plaintiffs in the case
— declared that Tennessee was
the first state to pass an abortion

ban since the coronavirus out-
break hit the United States.

Gov. Bill Lee is expected to sign
the bill “in the coming days,” ac-
cording to his office.

Republicans were able to
squeeze the anti-abortion mea-
sure through as last-minute ne-
gotiations stalled between the
House and Senate on Thurs-
day. Senate leaders had initially
promised earlier this month
only to consider coronavirus- or
budget-related proposals, but
eventually conceded to consider

a handful of others in order to
finalize a new spending plan for
fiscal year 2020-21.

“People are going to wake
up tomorrow and we will have
passed a bill that we said we
weren’t going to take up,” Demo-
cratic Sen. Jeff Yarbro of Nash-
ville had argued in opposition
early Friday.

Under the bill, abortions
would be banned once a fetal
heartbeat is detected — about
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