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Worldwide
United States
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153,953,400+
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578,400+
10,823
12,217

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP
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Bidenaims to vaccinate 70%of American adults by July 4
BY ZEKE MILLER and JONATHAN LEMIRE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe
Biden on Tuesday set a new vaccina-
tion goal to deliver at least one shot to
70% of adult Americans by July Fourth
as he tackles the vexing problem of
winning over the “doubters” and those
unmotivated to get inoculated.

Demand for vaccines has dropped
off markedly nationwide, with some
states leaving more than half their
available doses unordered. Aiming to
make it easier to get shots, Biden called
for states to make vaccines available
on a walk-in basis, and he will direct
many pharmacies to do likewise.

His administration for the first time
also is moving to shift doses from

states with weaker demand to areas
with stronger interest in the shots.

“You do need to get vaccinated,”
Biden said from the White House.
“Even if your chance of getting seri-
ously ill is low, why take the risk? It
could save your life or the lives of
somebody you love.”

Biden’s goal equates to delivering at
least the first shot to 181 million adults
and fully vaccinating 160 million. It’s a
tacit acknowledgment of the declining
interest in shots.

Already more than 56% of American
adults have received at least one dose
of a COVID-19 vaccine, and nearly 105
million are fully vaccinated. The U.S.
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» Find information on vaccina-
tions and testing in your area.

Email
heraldcourier.com/newsletters

» Sign up to receive daily pan-
demic roundups.

Updates
heraldcourier.com/coronavirus

» Read the latest news about
COVID-19 in your community.

Tenn. COPA
monitor’s
report gives
BalladHealth
highmarks

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Ballad Health received a round-
ed index score of 92 out of a pos-
sible 100 in a new report issued by
the Tennessee monitor for com-
pliance with the system’s Certifi-
cate of Public Advantage.

The report, filed in late April
with the Tennes-
see Department
of Health, covers
from July 1, 2019,
through June 30,
2020.

State COPA
Monitor Larry
Fitzgerald gave
the regional
hospital system
scores of 47 out of 50 possible
points on population health, 27
out of 30 possible points on ac-
cess to care, 19 out of 20 on “oth-
er” quality categories and “pass”
in a “pass or fail” grade on the
economic subindex category.

The index score is considered
by the Tennessee Department of
Health in its annual determina-
tion on whether the public has
received an advantage by the
operations of Ballad Health. The
system, which was formed by the
merger of former rivals Moun-
tain States Health Alliance and
Wellmont Health System, oper-
ates with permission and over-
sight from the states of Tennessee
and Virginia because the merger
largely eliminated choices of
health care service providers.

“A passing economic sub-index
score and a composite score of 92
for the other three sub-indexes is
an indication of clear and con-
vincing advantage to the pub-
lic from the operation of Ballad
Health,” Fitzgerald wrote in the
report.

Ballad achieved 42 of 46 pro-
cess measures included in the
population health plan and 24
of 27 quality measures under the

Certificate of
Public Advantage

i
ONLINE

To read the
entire report,
visit Herald-
Courier.com.
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OFFICER INDICTED
MARCH 30 RODEWAY INN SHOOTING

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER FILE

In this March 30 photo, officers examine the scene of a fatal officer-involved shooting at the Rodeway Inn on Euclid Avenue near Gate City Highway.
A grand jury in Bristol, Virginia has indicted Bristol Virginia police officer Jonathan Brown on a murder charge in connection with the shooting.

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
Bristol Virginia police officer has been
indicted on a charge of murder in an
officer-involved shooting that killed a

man in a motel parking lot in March — mark-
ing the first time a Twin City officer has been
charged with murder in more than 100 years.

On Monday, a grand jury in Bristol handed
down three indictments — murder, use of a
firearm in the commission of a felony and
shooting into an occupied vehicle — against
Officer Johnathan R. Brown, 31, of Piney Flats,
Tennessee.

It’s not clear exactly what happened prior
to the shooting. The Virginia State Police said
the day of the shooting that Kohler refused
to get out of the car and drove toward the of-

ficers; however, a State Police spokeswoman
declined to clarify Tuesday.

Shortly before 4:30 a.m. March 30, the Bristol
Virginia Police Department received a 911 call
reporting shots fired from a person staying
at the Rodeway Inn on Euclid Avenue near
Gate City Highway. When officers arrived,
they encountered Jonathen Blake Kohler, 31,
of Bristol, Tennessee, who was seated in the
driver’s seat of a red 1994 Ford Mustang, ac-
cording to a statement released by the Virginia
State Police on Tuesday.

“As officers were verbally engaged with
Kohler, he backed up and then drove forward
in an attempt to exit the parking lot, at which
point one of the officers fired at Kohler’s ve-
hicle,” the VSP said in the statement.

Kohler, previously of Shallotte, North

Carolina, died at the scene. No officers were
injured.

City Police Chief John Austin requested that
the VSP Criminal Investigation Division inves-
tigate the fatal shooting.

A search warrant was executed April 5
on Kohler’s vehicle, which was stored at
VSP headquarters in Wytheville. Investiga-
tors searched for bullets, bullet fragments,
cartridge casings, ammunition, firearms and
cellphones, according to the search warrant,
which was filed in Wythe County Circuit Court.

The investigators found bullet fragments
and a cartridge case in the car, the warrant
states.

Once VSP completed its investigation, the

Bristol Virginia police officer indicted on murder charge in fatal shooting

See OFFICER, Page A10


