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B
RISTOL, Va. — Teachers in a Virgini
special-needs classroom must use a
wooden ramp to push wheelchair-b

dents up into a cramped restroom or cha
students’ diapers.

In another part of the building, a series
take the place of an elevator as the lone i
connection for wheelchair-bound studen
family or staff between the majority of th
school and the band room, gym and aud
rium.

At Washington-Lee Elementary, anyone
in a wheelchair must go outside and
down a steep sidewalk to reach lower lev
els of the school. Built into a hillside, the
school has four levels and no elevator.

At Washington-Lee, Highland View
and Stonewall Jackson elementary
schools, don’t bother looking for a
handicapped-accessible bathroom
— they don’t exist. That’s why all
students who require one attend Van
Pelt Elementary, which has one such
restroom for each gender.

At Virginia Middle School, a person
entering the school through the main
entrance is immediately faced with up
and down stairways — forcing anyone
in a wheelchair to go around the build-
ing to another entrance.

None of Bristol, Virginia’s six public
school buildings even remotely comply
with the federal Americans with Disabili-
ties Act of 1990. They are grandfathered
in until significant construction occurs
within their walls. So work has long been
delayed because it would trigger federal r
quirements to come into compliance and
city simply cannot afford to pay that bill.

But plans to start improving four city el
tary schools this summer will change all

A new 104-page report from the
Department of Education points o
those shortcomings and many, ma
more while estimating the cost to
address them all could range be-
tween $33 million and $64 million
— substantially higher than pre-
vious estimates ranging between
$11 million and $40 million for
the elementary schools.

Currently, only Van Pelt El-
ementary, Virginia Middle and Vir
ginia High School have any hand-
icapped-accessible facilities, but
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Wash-
ington-Lee

Elementary School
is built on four levels

with few ramps, making
access difficult for

mobility impaired
students,

faculty and
visitors.

Traditional
twist

classroom
door knobs need

to be replaced with
ADA-compliant levers

in many of the older
Bristol Virginia

schools.

All
Bristol

Virginia
schools need

to have ADA-
compliant push bars

on the exterior doors, yet
many doors have older, non-
compliant push bars.

An ADA-noncompliant bathroom
with a narrow door in one of
Washington-Lee’s class-
rooms. Students who re-
quire one attend Van

Pelt, which has
one for each

gender.
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» To read the Virginia
Department of Education’s

evaluation of Bristol
Virginia schools, go to
HeraldCourier.com.

Police:
Machete
used in
attacks
on trail

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A machete-wielding man at-
tacked two people along the
Appalachian Trail in Southwest
Virginia, authorities said Satur-
day.

Early in the morning, two hik-
ers reported to the Bland Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office that there was
a man with a machete assault-
ing people in Wythe County, ac-
cording to a news release from
Wythe County Sheriff’s Office
Major Anthony Cline.

“There was a male and female
injured in the assaults,” the re-
lease states.

One of the individuals may
have been assaulted on the
Smyth County portion of the
trail. Smyth County Sheriff Chip
Shuler confirmed his office was
assisting in the investigation.

Agencies
probing
reported
murders

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Authorities from several agen-
cies continue to put together
the pieces of a case involving
multiple murder
charges in the
rural community
of Mendota, Vir-
ginia.

James Michael
Wright, 23, was
arraigned Friday
on three counts
each of capital murder, conceal-
ing a body and use of a firearm in
the commission of a felony.

Washington County Sheriff
Fred Newman has declined to
release any details in the case
and said Saturday he expects to
hold a press conference on Mon-
day. He has confirmed his office
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