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Man charged
in Appy Trail
killing found
incompetent

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A U.S. District Court judge found James Jordan, 30, incompetent to stand trial for murder Wednesday in Abingdon.
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Jordan accused in veteran’s death

APPALACHIAN TRAIL ATTACKS

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Thirty-
year-old James Jordan
didn’t utter a word

Wednesday, when a U.S. Dis-
trict Court judge found him not
competent to stand trial in the
death of an Appalachian Trail
hiker and attack of another.

Jordan, of West Yarmouth,
Massachusetts, appeared
briefly in Magistrate Judge
Pamela Sargent’s courtroom
in Abingdon for a competency
hearing.

Jordan was arrested in May
on charges of murder and
assault after two thru-hikers
were attacked on the trail near
the Wythe and Smyth county
line. Authorities believe Jordan
fatally attacked Ronald S. San-
chez Jr., 43, of Oklahoma, and
injured a Canadian woman.

The man has since under-
gone a competency examina-

tion, which was conducted
locally and submitted to the
court under seal.

“He suffers from a mental
disease or defect,” said Sargent,
who agreed with the report’s
findings that he is not compe-
tent to stand trial.

Jordan’s defense attorneys,
and prosecutor Zachary Lee,
who declined to comment to
the Bristol Herald Courier on
Wednesday, also agreed to
the findings. Neither counsel
requested additional evidence.

Sargent ordered that Jordan
be transported to a federal
facility for mental health treat-
ment to possibly be restored to
competency, according to U.S.
Attorney’s Office spokesman
Brian McGinn.

The judge said she would
like Jordan to be sent to a close
facility rather than one that is
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Court: Trump can’t use Pentagon cash for border wall

AP PHOTO/GREGORY BULL, FILE

In this Feb. 5 photo, Border Patrol agent Vincent Pirro walks toward prototypes for a border wall
in San Diego. An appeals court has upheld a freeze on Pentagon money to build a border wall with
Mexico, casting doubt on President Trump’s ability to make good on a signature campaign promise.

BY ELLIOT SPAGAT
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — An ap-
peals court on Wednes-
day upheld a freeze on
Pentagon money to
build a border wall with
Mexico, casting doubt on
President Donald Trump’s
ability to make good on
a signature campaign
promise before the 2020
election.

A divided three-judge
panel of the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in
San Francisco agreed
with a lower court ruling
that prevented the gov-

ernment from tapping
Defense Department
counterdrug money to
build high-priority sec-
tions of wall in Arizona
and New Mexico.

The decision is a setback
for Trump’s ambitious
plans. He ended a 35-day
government shutdown in
February after Congress
gave him far less than he
wanted. He then declared
a national emergency
that the White House said
would free billions of dol-
lars from the Pentagon.
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