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Thank you,
Carol Mullins,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.
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Obscure
law basis
for Trump
‘order’
on trade

BY ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

BIARRITZ, France — Presi-
dent Donald Trump is threat-
ening to use the emergency
authority granted by a power-
ful but obscure federal law to
make good on his tweeted “or-
der” to U.S. businesses to cut
ties in China amid a spiraling
trade war between the two na-
tions.

China’s announcement Fri-
day that it was raising tariffs on
$75 billion in U.S. imports sent

Trump into a rage
and White House
aides scrambling
for a response.

Trump fired off
on Twitter, de-
claring American
companies “are
hereby ordered
to immediately
start looking for
an alternative to

China.” He later clarified that
he was threatening to make
use of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act
in the trade war, raising ques-
tions about the wisdom and
propriety of making the 1977
act used to target rogue re-
gimes, terrorists and drug traf-
fickers the newest weapon in
the clash between the world’s
largest economies.

It would mark the latest
grasp of authority by Trump,
who has claimed widespread
powers not sought by his pre-
decessors despite his own past
criticism of their use of execu-
tive powers.
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COURTHOUSE CONTROVERSY: A CLOSER LOOK

LEFT OUT
None of Abingdon’s recent town managers have

been asked to be part of ‘courthouse committee’
BY JOE TENNIS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Abingdon
officials say they’ve been left out
of the potential plan to move the
Washington County Courthouse,
which is now slated for a refer-
endum even though it could be
stalled by zoning issues.

None of Abingdon’s town man-
agers for the past 15 months have
been asked to be a member of
the Washington County Board of
Supervisor’s “courthouse com-
mittee.”

Tony Sullivan, the town’s police
chief, who served as interim town
manager from May to October

2018, says he never even heard of
the committee until two weeks
ago.

Yet, yearly, the Board of Super-
visors has routinely approved
resolutions establishing com-
mittees, including the “County

See LEFT OUT, Page A4
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ABOVE: Washington County Sgt. Kyle Hayes talks about the security coming
into the Washington County Courthouse. There is only one public entrance, and
it often has a line of people due to the volume of cases at the courthouse. TOP
RIGHT: The men’s and women’s holding cells are located beside an elevator used
by employees, including judges. “The judges will come right off this elevator,”
Hayes said. “And they have to walk right in front of all the inmates that are
sitting here, which is not ideal, because they can spit on the judges, throw things
at them — or whatever. They’ve attempted to spit on them, but, luckily, that’s
why we’ve put these curtains up here.” SECOND FROM TOP: A pink tile floor from
a former bathroom is now a hallway that leads to a judge’s office, jury room and
the bailiff’s office. THIRD FROM TOP: The General District Courtroom is shown.
RIGHT: Signs direct people to the only public entrance to the courthouse.

INSIDE THE COURTHOUSE: A maze of hallways,
with cramped quarters and security issues

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Kyle Douglas
Hayes stepped out of the circuit
courtroom in the Washington County

Courthouse and pointed to cramped jail
cells down a narrow hallway.

“The holding cells are half the size of
what they should be,” said Hayes, the ser-
geant of court security and transportation
in Washington County.

One cell is for men, the other for wom-
en. A curtain hangs over the front of each
barred door. But, in between, there’s an
elevator — a point of access to the court-
room by circuit court judges.

“The judges will come right off this el-
evator,” Hayes said. “And they have to walk
right in front of all the inmates that are sit-
ting here, which is not ideal, because they
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Volunteers
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Holston cleanup
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J.I. Burton’s Mikey
Culbertson strikes fear

in his opponents
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» Trump,
other
world
leaders
meet
for G-7
summit.
A6

See TRADE, Page A6


