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City approves joining regional jail authority
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL,Va. — Scoreboards on the walls
of Virginia High’s Bearcat Den failed to re-
flect the tumult surrounding Tuesday’s 3-2
City Council vote to join the Southwest
Virginia Regional Jail Authority.

The split vote followed more than 30
minutes of discussion before Council-
man Kevin Wingard made the motion to
join the authority, citing the city’s financial
condition and the challenges the old, over-
crowded city jail presents. Mayor Anthony
Farnum and Councilman Bill Hartley
joined in voting for the move, while Vice
Mayor Neal Osborne and Councilwoman

Becky Nave voted no.
“This is the best option for this commu-

nity,” Wingard said after making the mo-
tion.

He said the cost of operating or replacing
the jail is too much.

“We’ve looked at every avenue and this is
a tough one,” Wingard said. “This is cost-
ing a lot of money in this little city where
52% of our population receives some type
of benefit from social services. We’ve got to
do something. We can no longer afford to
keep doing business the way we’ve been
doing business.”

Farnum, who listened intently during
the discussion, called it a “tough” decision.

“This was a very difficult issue and
something the city has been looking at for
a long time,” Farnum said. “Trying to fig-
ure out what is best, going forward, both
short term and long term. We heard a lot
of opinions tonight but a majority of us
believe this is best for the city long-term.”

The mayor also said the financial side
was a “big” factor when the cost estimates
to build a new jail are well beyond the city’s
financial capability.

Building a new jail in Virginia currently
costs about $200,000 per inmate, City
Manager Randy Eads said, so a 400-inmate
facility would cost about $80 million. The
city doesn’t have the fiscal capacity to bor-

row anywhere near that much money.
“It’s difficult to find the money just to

build a new school,” Farnum said. “I think
one factor is, as a city, do we want to be in
the business of building jails or building
schools?”

On the opposing side, Osborne ex-
pressed concern about how the change
would affect the families of those incarcer-
ated.

“I made a commitment three years ago
to support public safety jobs — police, fire
and sheriff’s department — and I held to
that commitment. I think once you lose

Consultants
detail landfill
closure issues

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Closing the
city’s embattled landfill will be
neither quick nor simple, con-
sultants told the Bristol Virgin-
ia City Council on Tuesday.

Ernie Hoch of Draper Aden
Associates and Bob Dick, re-
gional vice president of SCS
Engineering — consultants
on the city’s efforts to mitigate
odor problems at the landfill —
spent more than an hour out-
lining the steps required and
challenges of shutting down
the city’s landfill.

Among the challenges are
the physical design of the
space, which is 1,500 feet long,
up to 400 deep in some areas
and up to 250 feet wide; its de-
sign, which doesn’t naturally
shed runoff because it’s “bowl-
shaped”; and the specific en-
vironmental requirements of
closing an active landfill, Hoch
told the council.

The presentation was in re-
sponse to a public outcry to
close the landfill amid wide-
spread odor complaints for
much of the past year.

“There has been a lot of
[public] discussion about clos-
ing the landfill and we have to
educate the community about
the technical closure issues

Bristol Landfill

Odor Issue
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BY ROGER WATSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Approximately
150 concerned Bristol residents
packed into the train station
Tuesday night to share frustra-
tions about Bristol, Virginia’s
troublesome landfill and launch
an advocacy group while also
demanding that the landfill be
closed as soon as possible.

“I’m 81 years old. I don’t have
long to live. I want to breathe
fresh air,” Tina Cook of Forest
Hills told those gathered during
the public comment portion of

the meeting.
Many of the residents of the

area regularly affected by the
noxious gases emitted from the
landfill described symptoms
such as nausea, upper respira-
tory issues, headaches, nose
bleeds and fatigue they attribute
to fumes from the landfill.

“This is not about the smell,”
Jessica Stiles, who recently
moved to the area from Nash-
ville, said. “The smell is disgust-
ing, but this is not about the
smell. I have been waking up
with headaches. I’ve been feeling

foggy. … I’m a relatively healthy
person, but I am just not feeling
well. I am feeling weird and I’m
very concerned.”

Stiles said she is considering
leaving the area because she
does not want to permanently
damage her health.

Her symptoms were echoed
by several other area residents
who were concerned about how
the pollution affects them, their
children and elderly citizens.
Several people were also con-

Community members discuss smelly situation
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N
eyland Campbell works his way across the climbing bars and toward the slide at the Sugar Hollow

playground on Tuesday afternoon.
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