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Developer Steve Johnson has applied for a $1.7 million TIF grant to redevelop the former Kmart location and 116,000-square-foot building on West State Street in Bristol, Tennessee.

Movesmade to redevelop former Kmart property in Bristol, Tenn.
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — The
developer behind The Pin-
nacle is seeking a $1.7 mil-
lion tax break to redevelop
the former Kmart on West
State Street.

A tax increment financing
application filed with the

Bristol Tennessee Housing
Redevelopment Author-
ity shows developer Steve
Johnson and his company,
Johnson Commercial De-
velopment, plan to redevel-
op the property and restore
the 116,000-square-foot
empty building.

The TIF application has

yet to be approved and will
have to go before a public
hearing before it can be
considered for approval by
the City Council.

The application shows
that should the project
move forward it is expected
to cost $8.9 million, create
an estimated 125 to 200

new jobs upon completion
and generate around $23
million in sales tax revenue.

Johnson declined to com-
ment on his plans for the
property.

An early mockup of the
developed site, included
with the application, shows
a restored building, with

two one-acre parcels set
aside at the front of the
property facing West State
Street.

At Bristol Tennessee
Housing Redevelopment
Authority’s Board of Com-
missioner’s Wednesday
meeting Steve Scyphers,
CEO of the authority told

the board he did not know
who the new tenant of the
former Kmart building
would be but was told by
Johnson Commercial De-
velopment that it would be
retail.

The property, which is

See KMART, Page A12

Plaintiffs
push for
response,
call Ballad
a ‘bully’

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

GREENEVILLE, Tenn. —
The attorney for 10 people
suing Ballad Health com-
pares the health system to
an octopus, describes it as
a “bully” and asks a federal
judge to force the health
system to respond to the
complaint in documents
filed Friday.

Attorney Francis Santore,
Jr., filed the motion in U.S.
District Court in Greeneville
asking the judge to overrule
a defense motion and force
Ballad to respond. The filing
included hundreds of pages
of exhibits and a second-
ary 34-page memorandum
challenging Ballad’s claims.
A group of 10 Northeast
Tennessee residents filed
the complaint in April.

In the secondary memo-
randum, Santore compares
Ballad to an octopus raining
“havoc over the inhabitants
of its market area who it as-
sumes are dumb, uneducat-
ed hillbillies” that has done
“considerable damage.”

Rising hope

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

People seeking medical help wait for the Remote Area Medical clinic to open at 6 a.m. Friday at the Wise County Fairgrounds.

If You Go

» What: Remote
Area Medical
clinic

» Where:
Wise County
Fairgrounds off
state Route 680
in Wise,Virginia

» When: Con-
tinues Saturday
and Sunday.
Ticket distribu-
tion for Saturday
started 4 p.m.
Friday. For Sun-
day, the ticket
distribution may
start around 3
a.m. Saturday,
but could be
moved up. Check
RAM’s Facebook
page for updates.
Patients are
served according
to ticket number
when the clinic
opens around 6
a.m. each day.

» Free services
include dental, vi-
sion, eyeglasses,
hearing exams,
hearing aids,
mental health
services, osteo-
pathic manipula-
tion services,
women’s health,
cancer screen-
ings, chest X-
rays, chiropractic
services and
general medical
exams.

» No ID required.

Annual health clinic gets under way in Wise County

Sherry Dale

Steven Cloyd

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

W
ISE, Va. — For Sherry Dale, the Wise
County Remote Area Medical clinic
has become something of an annual

tradition.
Dale, 54, drove from Lebanon to the Wise

County Fairgrounds on Thursday afternoon
to secure a ticket to receive care Friday morn-
ing, the start of the three-day clinic that offers
free health care services to anyone in need.

Standing inside the gates of the fairgrounds
a little before 7 a.m. Friday with her 12- and
19-year-old sons, MauRick and Franklin,

Dale said her family has been coming to RAM
for several years now. They were seeking vi-
sion services on this particular morning.

For people who are uninsured, underin-
sured or lack access to affordable care, the
clinic is an opportunity to receive critical
care that they may not otherwise receive.
But RAM isn’t always able to meet the full
demand for its assistance. Given the finite
number of health professionals who volun-
teer and the strong demand the clinic sees,
particularly for vision and dental services,

See RAM, Page A6
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BriBucs fall just
short in 6-5 loss
to Princeton

Man gets life
in prison in

Charlottesville
car attack


