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NASCAR ALL-STAR RACE

Council
approves
adding
casino
referendum
to ballot
Board members approve
new city furlough policy
BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
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With campers passing behind him on Volunteer Parkway, Dylan Tumbleson hammers stakes into the gravel lot for a souvenir tent at
Rogers Gardens Campground across from Bristol Motor Speedway. Up to 30,000 fans are welcome to attend the Wednesday night race.

PUSHBACK

Bristol business
owners raise
concerns about
race due to virus
BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B

RISTOL, Tenn. — Races at
Bristol Motor Speedway normally bring a welcome boost
to the region’s economy, but a
recent survey revealed that several
local business owners criticized
the decision to welcome up to
30,000 fans at tonight’s NASCAR
All-Star Race, with some calling
the decision “irresponsible” and
“dangerous.”
Tonight, BMS could see the
country’s largest in-person
sports crowd since the COVID-19
pandemic shut down almost all
professional athletic events this
spring.
The race was originally scheduled to take place in Charlotte but
was moved to Bristol in June amid
North Carolina’s rising number of
COVID-19 cases.
A month after this change was
announced, the Tri-Cities region
is now grappling with its own
increase in cases, which health
officials described last week as
“drastic.”

See BUSINESS, Page A9
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Jerry Caldwell, general manager and executive vice president of Bristol Motor Speedway,
talks about the steps the speedway has taken to promote fan safety during the pandemic.

BMS revved up
to host race with
safety measures
BY ALLEN GREGORY
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
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A COVID-19 warning sign is posted at the
entrance to the Bristol Motor Speedway.

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Bristol Motor Speedway General Manager and Executive Vice President Jerry
Caldwell said he’s ready for
the high-profile challenge
of tonight’s NASCAR AllStar Race at BMS.
“We know that what we’re
doing is going to be part of
the process of setting the

See BMS, Page A9

ONLINE
See video
from the news
conference
at BMS with
this story
at HeraldCourier.com.

Voters in the city of Bristol, Virginia are
closer to deciding whether to allow the
opening of a casino at the vacant Bristol
Mall after City Council approved the referendum Tuesday.
The board unanimously approved a resolution seeking a referendum, which would
be held Nov. 3 during the general election.
The vote follows approval from the General
Assembly and the Virginia Lottery Board.
The state General Assembly previously approved the operation of five casinos across
Virginia, including one in Bristol, dependent on local approval.
The city’s attorney will now file a petition
in Bristol Virginia Circuit Court to permit
the referendum, according to the resolution.
Council members spoke briefly on the
resolution, voicing their support for the
public vote. Members signed a resolution
naming HR Bristol LLC and related entities
as the preferred casino operator on May 29.
The question on the ballot would state:
“Shall casino gaming be permitted at a casino gaming establishment in the City of
Bristol, Virginia at 500 Gate City Highway,
Bristol, Virginia 24201 (former Bristol Mall)
as may be approved by the Virginia Lottery
Board?”
On another subject, council members
approved the implementation of a new
furlough policy, although one councilman,
Kevin Mumpower, voted against it.
Before Tuesday’s vote, the city did not
have a furlough policy, and City Manager
Randy Eads said such a policy would have
been useful this past spring during the COVID-19 pandemic and related economic
downturn.
“During the course of the spring, certain
positions in the city were not utilized,”
Eads said.
A policy has been drafted, based on one
in Lynchburg, Virginia. The policy would
allow the city to furlough employees,
meaning they would be absent from work
without pay.
“I’m all for the furlough process. It needs
to be in place,” Councilman Kevin Wingard
said.
Wingard added that furloughs and dayto-day operations need to fall on city leadership.

See COUNCIL, Page A4
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Supervisors hear about Confederate statue
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ABINGDON, Va. — More than
20 speakers addressed the Washington County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, debating the
future of a Confederate statue.
That monument of a soldier
holding a rifle, once standing
at the center of Main Street,
has stood for decades on the

grounds outside the Washington
County Courthouse.
Now it’s the subject of a petition with 1,900 signatures of citizens asking for it to be moved,
possibly to Sinking Spring Cemetery or, as one speaker suggested, to Veterans Park in Abingdon.
Some speakers — including
Abingdon attorney Mary Lynn
Tate — suggested the statue

be moved due to the need for
renovations to the Washington
County Courthouse.
Board Chairman Dwayne
Ball said such a move could be
necessary, prior to a Tuesday
presentation on possible courthouse renovations by County
Administrator Jason Berry.
In a formal presentation to the
See STATUE, Page A4
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