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Turkey
begins
attack
in Syria

BY LEFTERIS PITARAKIS
and SARAH EL DEEB

The Associated Press

AKCAKALE, Turkey — Turkey
launched airstrikes, fired artil-
lery and began a ground offen-
sive against Kurdish fighters in
northern Syria
on Wednes-
day after U.S.
troops pulled
back from
the area, pav-
ing the way
for an assault
on forces that
have long
been allied with the United
States.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan announced the
start of the campaign, which
followed the abrupt decision
Sunday by U.S. President Don-
ald Trump to essentially aban-
don the Syrian Kurdish fight-
ers, leaving them vulnerable
to a Turkish offensive that was
widely condemned around the
world.

The decision was a major
shift in U.S. policy and drew
oppositions from all sides at
home. It also marked a stark
change in rhetoric by Trump,
who during a press conference

Another chance
Alternative sentencing programs help inmates reenter society

B
RISTOL, Va. — An alterna-
tive sentencing program
for nonviolent offenders is

helping reduce overcrowding at
the Bristol Virginia Jail, but its
future — and the jail’s future —
require more participation.

In operation since September
2018, the program was designed
to relieve jail overcrowding by
finding full-time jobs for non-
violent offenders with limited
time remaining on their sen-
tences. Participants must pass
regular drug screenings, accept
full-time employment and not
reoffend. All undergo four to six
drug tests per month, wear an
ankle monitoring bracelet and
maintain regular contact with
parole officials.

But its participant numbers
aren’t making enough of an im-
pact in the city’s overcrowded
jail, Bristol Virginia City Man-
ager Randy Eads said.

The work release program had
17 active participants in July,
the most at any time since it
began last September, Director
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Becky Estep talks about her new-found sobriety and the journey through Bristol, Virginia’s drug treatment court.
“This program saved my life. Before I was incarcerated, I never thought I’d see myself in this spot,” Estep said.
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Woman reflects on sobriety gained in program
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL,Va. — After a blurry,
33-year drug-fueled existence,
Becky Estep initially feared the
very program she now credits
with saving her life.

Now 45, Estep is enrolled in
Bristol, Virginia’s drug treat-
ment court, a lengthy, moni-
tored recovery option for
qualified city jail inmates. She
celebrates sobriety by working
full time, living independently

and paying the rent of her
own apartment — major ac-
complishments for someone
who abused narcotics, rarely
worked, didn’t complete high
school and stole to support
herself.

While that life occasionally
crosses her mind, in late July,
Estep marked four months of
being sober when she sat for
an interview with the Bristol
Herald Courier.

She described the string of

bad decisions that once de-
fined her life and nearly ended
it.

“This program saved my life.
Before I was incarcerated, I
never thought I’d see myself in
this spot,” Estep said.

Estep smoked crack cocaine
before her 12th birthday, in-
jected narcotics into her veins
at age 15 and spent the past
three decades binging on pain
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Trump pulls back US
troops, allowing for
attack on US-backed
Kurdish fighters
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