
BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
SMYTH COUNTY NEWS & MESSENGER

M
ARION, Va. — Les Powell barks for
everyone to stay right where they are.

“No one is getting burnt on my
watch,” he declares.

Powell checks the thermometer again.
It’s time. The gauge now indicates the temper-

ature inside the kiln is 1,850 degrees Fahrenheit.
Wearing protective gloves and holding a long

pair of tongs, Powell opens the lid. He pulls a bowl
from inside the kiln. The pottery glows orange.

With rapid but careful steps, Powell walks
toward a metal trash can recently packed
with newspaper. As he places the bowl inside,
flames leap up before the lid is quickly re-
placed, squelching the fire.

The Master

In the pottery world of the Southeast, Powell
is a celebrity. Catherine Schrenker, executive
director of the Wayne C. Henderson School of
Appalachian Arts describes him as the Wayne
Henderson of pottery. Henderson, the institu-
tion’s namesake, is an internationally recog-
nized luthier and musician.

On this cold November weekend, the Ashe-
ville, North Carolina, potter is working in Mari-
on at the Henderson school, helping it achieve
a unique place in the region’s art world.

In a letter recently shared with the Marion
Town Council, Schrenker wrote, “I am very proud
to announce that we are ready to put pottery on
the map in SouthwestVirginia.We are now in the
process of establishing a pottery guild here in
Marion, which will be the only one in SWVA.”

Potters Cheryl Bess, of Wytheville, and Sylvia
Musgrove, of Bristol, are leading the pottery
program’s development.

Schrenker was prepared to send the two
women out of state for training in the centuries-
old Japanese process of creating Raku pottery.
She mentioned that to Powell when he came to
the downtown Marion school to repair a kiln.
Powell suggested they stay at the Henderson,
and he would come there to offer a class.

Earlier this month, he did. Powell not only
shared some of the knowledge he’s gain in 47
years of creating pottery with Bess and Mus-
grove but also potters from across the region.
He taught them how to create the glaze that
gives Raku pieces their distinctive iridescent
appearance. He also shared how to use horse
hair and feathers for a different finish.

The Students

Powell’s students didn’t hold back their
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Thank you,
Frances L.

Deel,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.
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Trio guilty of
killingArbery.
What now?
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BY PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics

WASHINGTON — The number of
Americans applying for unemploy-
ment benefits plummeted last week
to the lowest level in more than half a
century, another sign that the U.S. job
market is rebounding rapidly from
last year’s coronavirus recession.

Jobless claims dropped by 71,000
to 199,000, the lowest since mid-No-
vember 1969. But seasonal adjust-
ments around the Thanksgiving hol-
iday contributed significantly to the

bigger-than-expected drop. Unad-
justed, claims actually ticked up by
more than 18,000 to nearly 259,000.

The four-week average of claims,
which smooths out weekly ups and
downs, also dropped — by 21,000
to just over 252,000, the lowest
since mid-March 2020 when the
pandemic slammed the economy.

Since topping 900,000 in early
January, the applications have fall-
en steadily toward and now fallen
below their prepandemic level of
around 220,000 a week. Claims for

jobless aid are a proxy for layoffs.
Overall, 2 million Americans

were collecting traditional unem-
ployment checks the week that
ended Nov. 13, down slightly from
the week before.

“Overall, expect continued vola-
tility in the headline figures, but
the trend remains very slowly low-
er,” Contingent Macro Advisors
wrote in a research note.

Until Sept. 6, the federal govern-
ment had supplemented state un-
employment insurance programs

by paying an extra payment of $300
a week and extending benefits to
gig workers and to those who were
out of work for six months or more.
Including the federal programs, the
number of Americans receiving
some form of jobless aid peaked at
more than 33 million in June 2020.

The job market has staged a
remarkable comeback since the
spring of 2020 when the corona-
virus pandemic forced businesses

US jobless claims hit 52-year low after seasonal adjustments
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Getting fired up
Asheville, NC, potter sharing his expertise at Marion art school

BY KATE BRUMBACK
Associated Press

ATLANTA — The killing was
captured on video and shared
around the world: Ahmaud Ar-
bery running toward and then
around an idling pickup truck
before its driver blasted him at
close range with a shotgun.

Soon after Travis McMichael
fatally shot Arbery on Feb. 23,
2020, his father, Greg McMichael,
told police how the pair had
armed themselves, chased the
young Black man and trapped
him “like a rat.” Neighbor Wil-
liam “Roddie” Bryan told officers
he joined the pursuit and helped
cut off Arbery’s escape.

After a 13-day trial at the Glynn
County courthouse in coastal Geor-
gia, a disproportionately white jury
found the three white men guilty of
murder. Each man was also con-
victed on lesser charges.

ON WHAT CHARGES WAS EACH

MAN CONVICTED?

A nine-count indictment
charged all three men with one
count of malice murder, four
counts of felony murder, two
counts of aggravated assault, one
count of false imprisonment and
one count of criminal attempt to
commit a felony, in this case false
imprisonment.

Travis McMichael was con-
victed of all nine charges. Greg
McMichael was convicted of
all charges except malice mur-
der. Bryan was convicted of two
counts of felony murder, one
count of aggravated assault, one
count of false imprisonment
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ABOVE: Les Powell, who
has worked with pottery
for nearly 50 years, lifts a
piece from a kiln that has
reached 1,850 degrees
Fahrenheit. Working with
the Wayne C. Henderson
School of Appalachian
Arts in Marion, Powell
was teaching potters the
process of Raku firing.

LEFT: Wearing protective
gloves, Powell removes a
piece of pottery from a
reduction pot


