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COVID-19

Some answers,
many questions
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Dr. Kate Molony, an infectious disease specialist at BRMC, has helped treat many COVID-19 patients.

Infectious disease
specialist at BRMC
shares observations
on virus challenges

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — As an infec-
tious disease specialist, Dr.
Kate Molony has experienced

the challenges of treating critically
ill patients with COVID-19 as that
playbook is being developed.

Molony, 34, works at Bristol Re-
gional Medical Center and — since
March — has helped treat patients
with a range of symptoms from the
novel coronavirus. One of three
tertiary care hospitals in the Ballad
Health system, BRMC has a dedi-
cated COVID treatment unit. Since
March, it has treated about 130
COVID-positive inpatients.

Patients are isolated in separate
rooms, unable to have supportive
visits from family and friends except
via video, while facing a phalanx
of doctors, nurses and technicians
wrapped head to toe in personal
protective equipment designed to
avoid contracting and spreading the
contagion.

Six months in, there are some an-
swers and many questions.

“I think this virus, on a day-to-day
basis, makes me reflect on illnesses
throughout human history and how
different it is before you know what it
is,” Molony said during an interview
with the Bristol Herald Courier.

See QUESTIONS, Page A4

Biden audio
first shared
by ‘Russian
agent’ big on
social media

BY AMANDA SEITZ and ERIC TUCKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The leaked
recordings were hardly a po-
litical bombshell: The appar-
ent phone conversations be-
tween Joe Biden and Ukraine’s
then-president largely confirm
Biden’s account of his dealings
in Ukraine.

But the choppy audio, dis-
closed by a Ukrainian lawmaker
whom U.S. officials described
Thursday as an “active Rus-
sian agent” who has sought to
spread online misinformation
about Biden, was nonetheless
seized on by President Donald
Trump as well as his supporters
to promote conspiracy theories
about the Democratic nomi-
nee. Social media posts and
videos about the recordings
have been viewed millions of
times, according to an Associat-
ed Press analysis, even though
Trump’s own administration
says they rely on “false and un-
substantiated narratives.”

The audio’s proliferation on
social media shows how foreign
operations aimed at influenc-
ing the U.S. election are still
easily reaching Americans, de-
spite efforts by Facebook, You-
Tube and Twitter to rein in such
meddling.

Since there’s no evidence
the heavily edited recordings
have been stolen or were en-
tirely fabricated, they’ve been
able to flourish online, skirt-
ing new policies social media

See BIDEN, Page A6

Trump’s virus leadership debate:
Project strength or level with public

BY ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — “The only
thing we have to fear is fear it-
self.” — President Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

“Men will still say, ‘This was
their finest hour.’” — Brit-
ish Prime Minister Winston
Churchill.

“One day, it’s like a miracle,
it will disappear.” — President
Donald Trump.

✶✶✶

In times of crisis — wars,
hurricanes, pandemics — ef-
fective leaders strike a balance
between inspirational rhetoric

and leveling with the public
about the tough times ahead.

Historians say Trump missed
the important lessons about
how other world leaders have
navigated crises.

Facing the coronavirus,
Trump chose a different path,
acknowledging that from early
on he was intentionally “play-
ing down” the threat from an
outbreak that has gone on to
kill more than 190,000 Ameri-
cans. His rosy assessment of
the peril confronting the na-
tion spotlights the struggles
he has faced in trying to steer
the United States through the

challenge of a pandemic.

Trump on Thursday placed
himself in the august company
of Roosevelt and Churchill for
the way he has handled this
crisis, adding that he had low-
balled the threat to prevent
“panic.”

He spoke with admiration of
Roosevelt’s famous admoni-
tion against fear and Churchill’s
ability to project calm during
the bombing of London. Trump
said of his own performance:
“We did it the right way and
we’ve done a job like nobody.”

See TRUMP, Page A7
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