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Drug cartels fueling

Mountain Empire’s

meth epidemic

See ATLANTA, Page A7

See TRUMP, Page A6

See METH, Page A4

METHAMPHETAMINE
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A meth “super lab” in Mexico is shown. In recent years, meth has transitioned from being made in
“shake and bake” clandestine labs to super labs operated by Mexican drug cartels, investigators say.

‘It’s flooding
our streets’

BHC FILE PHOTO

A member of the Tennessee Methamphetamine and
Pharmaceuticals Task Force destroys the contents of several
meth cook bottles with fire in Bristol, Tennessee in 2012.

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

T
wo Bristol men are serving
years in prison for their efforts
to bring Mexican-produced

methamphetamine to the Moun-
tain Empire — a growing problem
enflamed by addiction and powerful
drug cartels.

Shawn Wayne Farris, formerly of
Cathedral City, California, and Sean
Maidlow, formerly of Pomona, Cali-
fornia, lived in the Twin City for just a
few years, but investigators say they
supplied a large amount of meth —
produced in Mexican super labs — to
the region.

ONLINE
Watch video and listen to a podcast
on the region’s meth epidemic with
this story at HeraldCourier.com.
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Trump
calls out
‘evil of
slavery’

Atlanta
police
chief
resigns
after fatal
shooting

President addresses
West Point graduates

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
The Associated Press

WEST POINT. N.Y. — As the
nation continues to grapple
with its racial past, President
Donald Trump urged West
Point’s graduating class Satur-
day to “never forget” the legacy
of soldiers before them who
fought a bloody war to “extin-
guish the evil of slavery.

Trump’s appeal to remember
history came as his own rela-
tionship with the military is
under strain from the unrelent-
ing criticism he and Pentagon
leaders have faced over their re-
sponse to protests that erupted
after George Floyd’s death in
Minneapolis.

It also came hours after
Trump made what amounted
to a rare concession for him: He
rescheduled a campaign rally
planned for Tulsa, Oklahoma,
on June 19. The day marks the
end of slavery in the U.S., and
Tulsa was the scene of a fiery
white-on-black attack in 1921.

“What has historically made
America unique is the durabil-
ity of its institutions against the
passions and prejudices of the
moment,” Trump told more
than 1,100 graduates at an un-
usual outdoor ceremony held

BY RUSS BYNUM
and BRYNN ANDERSON

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Atlanta’s police
chief resigned Saturday hours
after a black man was fatally
shot by an officer in a struggle
following a field sobriety test.
Authorities said the slain man
had grabbed an officer’s Taser,
but was running away when
he was shot.

Police Chief Erika Shields
stepped down
as the killing
of 27-year-
old Rayshard
Brooks sparked
a new wave of
protests in At-
lanta after tur-
bulent demon-
strations that
followed the death of George
Floyd in Minneapolis had sim-
mered down.

Protesters on Saturday night
shut down an interstate high-
way in both directions and set
fire to the Wendy’s restaurant
where Brooks was fatally shot
the night before.

Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance
Bottoms announced the po-
lice chief’s resignation at a Sat-
urday afternoon news confer-
ence. The mayor also called for
the immediate firing of the un-
identified officer who opened
fire at Brooks.

“I do not believe that this
was a justified use of deadly
force and have called for the
immediate termination of the
officer,” Bottoms said.

She said it was Shields’ own
decision to step aside as po-
lice chief and that she would
remain with the city in an un-
determined role. Interim Cor-
rections Chief Rodney Bryant
would serve as interim police
chief until a permanent re-
placement is found.

The Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation, which is investi-
gating the shooting, said the
deadly confrontation started
with officers responding to
a complaint that a man was
sleeping in a car blocking the
restaurant’s drive-thru lane.
The GBI said Brooks failed a
field sobriety test and then re-
sisted officers’ attempts to ar-
rest him.

The GBI released security

Shields


