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What’s

mine is

whose?
D

oesn’t what I have belong to me?
I mean, what I earned and own
is mine! Right? A famous person

once said that what you have is because
of someone else who helped you make it

or build it or earn it. Well,
how about asking 100
years from now, what is
mine?

In the whole picture
what we have is a gift or
is permitted from God.
If you got it in ways that
honor God, the Ultimate
Giver, he blessed you. He
made the material, means,
or ability for you to get
what you have. So we do

what we can to make it useful or im-
proved. There is a lot of prosperity around
if you know how to access it. What is most
important about our possessions is how
loose is our grip on them.

Hebrews 10 indicates that believers in
Christ sometimes go through a period
of blame, affliction, and loss. God wants
us to regard our possessions lightly. He
helps us let go and share. He wants us us
to have compassion on those who were
so persecuted. There is a deeper joy in
knowing that in Christ we have a better
possession and a lasting one in our rela-
tionship with him.

So do not throw away your confidence
in him, which generates a great reward,
which is not from grasping your posses-
sions. We have confidence because God’s
promises are certain. They are not always
immediate. We need endurance to wait
for his promises in temporal and eternal
blessings, priceless rewards we cannot
buy. That endurance does not include
getting back at someone or using their
selfish tactics. Often people declare that
since another person did them dirt, they
take permission to do them the same. The
endurance means continuing to do the
will of God in the face of loss or betrayal.
He blesses our doing his will, not lowering
ourselves to those who focus on THINGS.

The best way to keep your posses-
sions from owning you is to give. Look
for how can you bless someone else with
the blessings God had given you. Giv-
ing comes from your faith, not legal or
government socialized pressure. The
scripture says we have enough to cover
our needs and extra to help to someone.
If we sow generously we reap generously,
not to gain, but to be a blessing and bring
glory to God. (2 Corinthians 9:12)

Charlie Murphy, a retired Presbyterian pastor who
pastored over 20 years in Erwin and Bristol and supplied in
Blountville and Surgoinsville, now lives in Milan, Tennessee.

Contact him at bristol3cm@gmail.com.
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‘It’s the hope’
Rising from a childhood of abuse, THS senior Nate Roark wins

evangelism award and builds mission of forgiveness and faith
BY TOM NETHERLAND

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — A cross
glistened atop the
white steeple of Hunt

Memorial United Methodist
Church on a balmy Thursday
afternoon.

It capped the rooftop
under which Nate Roark and
the Rev. Caroline Hawthorne
convened on the late sum-
mer day.

A senior at Tennessee High
School in Bristol, Tennes-
see, Roark recently won the
Denman Evangelism Award
during the Holston Annual
Conference of the United
Methodist Church in North
Carolina.

“I cried,” said Roark, 17,
who sat in the back of the
audience that day. “I was re-
ally nervous that I was going
to trip. I walked in the back,
and there stood my mother
with Caroline.”

Familial tumult marked
much of Roark’s childhood.
A child of drug-addicted
parents, Roark bounced
around in the custody of oth-
ers throughout periods of his
formative years. To see his
mother, with whom he said

he enjoys a good relation-
ship, at the event proved
quite emotional.

“Tears. More tears,” Roark,
who works at a local movie
theater, said. “Happy tears.
Confused tears. Oh, wow.
Emotional roller coaster.”

By day, Roark studies
courses including creative
writing and world religion at
Tennessee High. He pur-

sues academics in a serious
manner. As with many of his
peers, he has yet to decide
upon a course in life that he
wants to grasp.

“I’m willing to try new
things to figure it out,” Roark
said. “Preaching keeps com-
ing back up. I’ve thought
about social work, too.”

Roark took to church early
in life.

“I was in church every
time the doors were open,”
he said, who added that he
attended Hunt Memorial
UMC’s Chief Kids program.

By the time he was in the
seventh grade, Roark stepped
forth in a profound manner.
To the pulpit, he preached
his first of many services
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The best way to keep your possessions from owning you is
to give. Look for how can you bless someone else with the

blessings God had given you.”
— Charlie Murphy, retired Presbyterian pastor who pastored over 20 years in Erwin and Bristol and supplied in Blountville

and Surgoinsville

W
hen grandchildren
open their mouth,
you never know what

to expect. For all of our grand-
children, at least, that is a true
story. Sometimes what they say
is profound. Other times it is
humbling. And on some occa-
sions they just say things that are
so stinking cute. Whether it’s the
Nash Kids, the Playl Boys or K.G.,
when one of them opens their
mouth — well, just be prepared
for anything.

Take Grayson for example.
He’s the one that invented a new
website — selfish.com — and
applied that domain to me, his
Papa, for taking the last bite.
Having three granddaddies to
encourage him helps, or doesn’t
help, with his creativity. “G-dad-
dy” and “Pop” both have their
share of stories they could share.

Jeff Sneed celebrated a
birthday recently and, Gray-
son attempted to flatter the
50-something-year-old with the

words, “You
don’t look
a day over
a hundred,
Pop!”

Jeff and
Lynn, known
to the boys as
“Poopsie,” re-
cently moved
across town
to a new resi-
dence. They
had barely

settled in when our shared
family came for a visit and
stayed at their house a couple of
nights. Seeking an opinion from
Grayson and Anderson, Lynn
asked what they thought of the
new place. That’s when Grayson
coined a new word.

“Well, Poopsie,” he said in an
authoritative voice, “I believe it
should be able to stand now. This
house has been PLAYL-ARIZED.”

It may be a few years before
“Playlarized” makes it into Web-

ster’s Dictionary, but it rolled
from G’s tongue as if it had been
passed down for many genera-
tions. I’m not sure of the precise
definition of Playlarize; I’m not
even sure Grayson could define
the new word, but I think there
may be a couple of implications
in his expression.

Perhaps he was saying that the
Playl Boys had “checked things
out” and given their “stamp of
approval” — they had put it to
the test, and it passed inspec-
tion. Also, they had “left their
mark” — their presence made a

difference. They definitely have
an impact on their surroundings,
no matter whose house they
are in. All of our grandchildren
do. Everyone does. And all of
us should attempt to make the
impact of our life a positive one.

Jesus died on the Cross for our
sins. He was buried and spent
three days in the grave. When
Christ arose, he “Christ-arized”
death. Referencing the prophets
Isaiah and Hosea, Paul wrote,
“Death is gobbled up in vic-
tory. Hey Death, where is your
victory? Uh Grave, where’s your

sting? ... thanks be to God! He
gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” (my transla-
tion)

Through the power at work in
those who are believers — fol-
lowers of Christ, those who have
been “Christarized” by the New
Birth — our Lord is able to do
much more than we can even
imagine. (see Ephesians 3:20.
Paul also said, in Philippians “I
can do all things through the
One who gives me strength.”)

Preaching to the masses on
the mountain side, Jesus said,
“Let your light shine throughout
the world so that others, seeing
your good works, will glorify the
Heavenly Father.”

When we’ve been “Christa-
rized,” we should do everything
in the power of Christ to “Chris-
tianize” a world that is lost.

Steve Playl — chaplain, columnist, college
instructor and former pastor — can be

emailed at playlsr@yahoo.com
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Inventing an expression and making an impression
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“I cried,” Nate Roark, 17, said of winning an evangelism award during the Holston Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church in June in North Carolina. The Rev. Caroline Hawthorne, 46, who serves as pastor of Hunt Memorial United Methodist
Church in Bristol, Virginia — and is Roark’s legal guardian — is standing behind him.
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An image of Christ adorns Roark’s T-shirt on Thursday afternoon at Hunt Memorial.

See HOPE, Page A7
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Jesus died on the Cross for our sins. He
was buried and spent three days in the
grave. When Christ arose, he ‘Christ-arized’

death. … Through the power at work in those who
are believers — followers of Christ, those who have
been ‘Christarized’ by the New Birth — our Lord is
able to do much more than we can even imagine.”


