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750 Volunteer Pkwy, Suite 5
Bristol, TN

423-764-1500

Tired of Quarantine?

TREAT YOURSELF!

We Service What We Sell

NOW

30% OFF

KOHLER® Walk-In Bath
PLAN THE PERFECT

STAYCATION

11D FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Flexible Payment Plans

Call for your FREE in-home or vi!ual quote!

� (276) 263-0849
•walk-In Bath installed in as little as a day. Financing available to qualified purchasers. Contact your
local dealer for financing details. Limited time offer. Valid through July 31, 2020, at participating
dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, NY; Suffolk Cty, NY; Westchester Cty, NY; and
Buffalo Cty, NY. Also may not be available in other areas. 50% off installation with purchase of

KOHLER Belay Walk-In Bath. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer.

recordings dubbed the “big bang”
of commercial country music, the
new $23 million boutique hotel for-
mally opened for business Monday.

Located in State Street’s 800
block, the hotel property combines
three century-old structures — the
1920’s Jobbers Candy Factory, the
1915 Bristol Grocery building and
the 1922 Service Granary Mill —
into a complex that also includes
the recently opened Southern
Craft restaurant and bar with other
amenities.

The hotel is one of 52 world-
wide member properties on four
continents of the Marriott Tribute
Portfolio group. Twenty of its 70
rooms were booked on opening
night, development partner Kim-
berly Christner said Monday while
leading the Bristol Herald Courier
on a tour.

“We really wanted to be a part
of the fabric of Bristol and tell the
story of Bristol being the birthplace
of country music, and we think
we’ve done a pretty good job,”
Christner said. “Every single detail
of this property is to tell the story
of the buildings, Bristol, as well as
the country music from the 1927
sessions.”

In addition to highlighting the
history of its buildings, the hotel

décor features “Moon Bound
Girl” artwork depicting the Bristol
Sessions by Twin City artist Leigh
Ann Agee and blue denim accents
from L.C. King Manufacturing.
Hospitality centers in rooms are
designed to resemble old record
players, and some suites have
turntables, with vinyl available
upon request.

Features including the Vision
Salon and Day Spa, Star Barber-
shop — another nod to Bristol
music history and well-known
fiddling barber Gene Boyd — the
Rooftop Bar, Simply Grand music
and event venue and the outdoor
music lawn aren’t finished but are
expected to open this summer,
Christner said.

Nashville singer-songwriter Jim
Lauderdale is involved and has
agreed to help curate program-
ming and some performances.

Previously scheduled to open
in late March, the opening was
put on hold due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

“When the coronavirus hap-
pened, we stopped doing what we
were doing and came back at the
end of May and took a month to get
us back moving forward,” Christner
said. “We feel like travel is coming
back — leisure travel, destination
travel by drive markets, and we’re in
a drive market. The drive markets
are doing well and starting to come
back sooner than the big cities and

the fly markets.We feel like Bristol is
positioned for a faster comeback in
the hospitality and travel business.”

The pandemic will initially im-
pact in-room amenities, Christner
said. Items including guest bath
robes, decorator pillows, umbrel-
las, ice buckets and coffee are not
in the guest rooms but are avail-
able by request due to COVID-19
concerns.

Many high-touch surfaces, in-
cluding door handles and elevator
control panels, use NanoSeptic
self-cleaning technology, she said.

The buildings feature original
brick walls, exposed wooden
beams, historic industrial sliding
doors and granary chutes. Some
rooms are inside the granary silo.

The project was a collaboration
of Creative Boutique Hotels, which
includes Todd Morgan and Mike
Cagle, owners of MB Contractors;
Christner, president and CEO
of Cornerstone Hospitality; and
retired architect and developer Hal
Craddock of Lynchburg.

“As an adaptive reuse project
and boutique hotel, the property
has taken time for us to complete,”
Christner said. “We’ve taken our
time, and, as such, we’ve perfected
the overall guest experience with

curated art, repurposed items
from the buildings into functional
pieces, designed creative and high-
end amenities that serve to add to
the overall experience and tells the
story of the buildings and Bristol.”

It was originally announced in
December 2013 and has taken
more than six years to complete.

“We’ve actually been working in
some capacity on this project since
2014. As with all projects of this size
and complexity, working through
the Historic Preservation Trust at
the state and federal level and en-

suring that we comply with all rules
on four different buildings takes
time,” Morgan said in a written
statement. “We have redesigned
it many times to get it perfect as
a result. In the end, it’s absolutely
stunning and a real showstopper
for the Bristol community, South-
west Virginia and Eastern Tennes-
see. We’ve made sure to maintain
authenticity through all of the
spaces in the buildings.”

dmcgee@bristolnews.com
276-645-2532
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the other liberals in Monday’s
decision, and his position left
abortion-rights supporters
more relieved than elated.

The case was the third in
two weeks in which Roberts,
a George W. Bush appointee,
joined the court’s liberals in
the majority. One of the earlier
decisions preserved the legal
protections and work authori-
zation for 650,000 immigrants
who were brought to the U.S.
as children. The other ex-
tended federal employment-
discrimination protections to
LGBT Americans, a decision
that Justice Neil Gorsuch also
joined and wrote.

In dissent on Monday, Jus-
tice Clarence Thomas wrote,

“TodayamajorityoftheCourt
perpetuates its ill-founded
abortion jurisprudence by
enjoining a perfectly legiti-
mate state law and doing so
without jurisdiction.”

Trump’s two high-court
picks, Gorsuch and Brett
Kavanaugh, were in dissent,
along with Samuel Alito. The
presence of the new justices
is what had fueled hopes
among abortion opponents,
and fears on the other side,
that the Supreme Court
would be more likely to up-
hold restrictions.

The Trump administration
had sided with Louisiana in
urging the court to uphold
the law. White House Press
Secretary Kayleigh McEnany
criticized the decision. “In
an unfortunate ruling today,
the Supreme Court devalued

both the health of mothers
and the lives of unborn chil-
dren by gutting Louisiana’s
policy that required all abor-
tion procedures be performed
by individuals with admitting
privileges at a nearby hospi-
tal,” McEnany said.

Marjorie Dannenfelser,
president of the anti-abor-
tion Susan B. Anthony List,
said, “Today’s ruling is a bitter
disappointment. It demon-
strates once again the fail-
ure of the Supreme Court to
allow the American people
to protect the well-being of
women from the tentacles of
a brutal and profit-seeking
abortion industry.”

On the other side, there
was support for the decision,
mixed with a wariness that
the future of abortion rights
appears to rest with Roberts.
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ABOVE: The Sessions Hotel opened for business on Monday. The hotel is part of the Marriott Tribute Portfolio group.
BELOW RIGHT: Some of the rooms at The Sessions Hotel feature a shower and soaker tub.
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The “do not disturb” signs for each room are made from Gibson guitar
circle cutouts and branded for The Session Hotel.


