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2725 West State St., Bristol,TN.

423 764-5411

1728 N Eastman Rd., Kingsport, TN

423 239-5361

308 Sunset Dr., Johnson City,TN.

423 282-4327

www.nuhearingcenters.com

906 Tusculum Blvd, Greeneville,TN

423 787-7817

4 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

Hearing Loss?
ANY HEARING AID REPAIR - $99*

*Hearing aid lab must deem hearing aid repairable.
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JOE MAHONEY/RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Gov. Ralph Northam walks away
from the lectern after speaking at
a rally against gun violence on the
Virginia State Capitol grounds in
Richmond, Virginia, on Tuesday.

GOP-led
Legislature
abruptly
adjourns
gun session

BY ALAN SUDERMAN
and SARAH RANKIN

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — Less
than two hours after begin-
ning a special session called in
response to a mass shooting,
Virginia lawmakers abruptly
adjourned Tuesday and post-
poned any movement on gun
laws until after the November
election.

Democratic Gov. Ralph
Northam summoned the
Republican-led Legislature to
the Capitol to address gun vi-
olence in the wake of the May
31 attack that killed a dozen
people in Virginia Beach. He
put forward a package of eight
gun-control measures and
called for “votes and laws, not

See GUNS, Page A10

‘This is a historic moment’
Supervisors: Developer gets entire admissions tax for entertainment complex

PHOTOS BY ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Brandi Perkey (left) leads Dr. Becky DeBolt, assistant clinical professor with the University of Tennessee’s College of Veterinary Medicine, on a quick
tour of the Sullivan County Animal Shelter on Wednesday. BELOW: DeBolt talks with Sullivan County Animal Shelter interim Manager Peter Hanson
about cleaning procedures and practices at the shelter to prevent canine parvovirus from spreading. The shelter has closed twice in two months.

Trying for a clean bill of health

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Canine
parvovirus is common in ani-
mal shelters, and many factors

contribute to outbreaks, including
many unvaccinated dogs that are
brought in, according to Dr. Becky
DeBolt, University of Tennessee’s Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine assistant
clinical professor of shelter medicine.

DeBolt, along with a veterinary
assistant and four students from the
college, visited the Sullivan County
Animal Shelter in Blountville on Tues-
day, which remains closed due to con-
firmed parvo cases, to train employees

on proper cleaning procedures to
prevent the spread of the virus. This is
the second time the shelter has closed
due to parvo in less than two months.

The shelter closed last Wednesday
and may reopen today, according to
Peter Hanson, the shelter’s interim
manager. As of Tuesday morning,
he said nine dogs tested positive for
the virus, and of those, four died and
three were euthanized. Two of the
dogs were adopted then diagnosed.

“Our goal of coming over today was
to take a look at the shelter — see
what’s been going on, get a full scope

ONLINE

View video
from Dr.
Becky
DeBolt’s
visit to the
Sullivan
County
Animal
Shelter to
discuss how
to prevent
parvovirus
at Herald
Courier.com.

Shelter employees receive training from UT expert
on how to prevent spread of canine parvovirus

See PARVO, Page A7

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Developer
Steve Johnson is now set to receive
the entire 10% admissions tax for
his entertainment complex at The
Pinnacle, the Washington County
Board of Supervisors decided at
its Tuesday night meeting.

Johnson said the admissions tax
— adopted earlier this year by the

board — has been needed to help
fund the $200 million entertain-
ment complex, slated to include
an amphitheater, hotel and water
park just off Interstate 81’s Exit 1.

“I think this is a historic mo-
ment,” Johnson said prior to the
board’s unanimous vote. “I think
that Washington County is on the

cusp of something extraordinary
happening.”

The project — with no definitive
timeline for construction — could
produce more than 1,000 jobs, as
well as more than $1 million per
year in sales tax revenue and more
than $1 million per year in real
estate tax, according to Johnson,

See SUPERVISORS, Page A10

The Pinnacle I think this is a
historic moment.

I think that Washington
County is on the cusp of
something extraordinary
happening.”

— Steve Johnson, developer
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