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REMEMBERING
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In a year of
restrictions,
virus changes
Sept. 11, too

BY JENNIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a year when
the coronavirus pandemic has
reshaped countless American
rituals, even the commemora-
tion of 9/11 could not escape un-
changed.

The 19th anniversary of the ter-
ror attacks will be marked by duel-
ing ceremonies at the Sept. 11 me-
morial plaza and a corner near the
World Trade Center, reflecting a di-
vide over the memorial’s decision
to suspend a cherished tradition of
relatives reading victims’ names in
person. Vice President Mike Pence
is expected at both those remem-
brances in New York, while Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Demo-
cratic challenger Joe Biden plan to
go to the Flight 93 National Me-
morial in Pennsylvania.

In New York, the double beams
of light that evoke the fallen twin
towers were nearly canceled in the
name of virus safety, until an up-
roar restored the tribute. The Fire
Department has cited the virus
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Daniel Sochalski and his pet wallaby, Wally.
Wally escaped from his enclosure but
returned home Thursday in Piney Flats.

Missing wallaby returns home
after search in Piney Flats area

HUNGER ACTIONMONTH

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

F
eeding Southwest Virginia welcomed elected officials and area volunteers Thursday morning to work

as part of September’s Hunger Action Month campaign. George Price, Washington County chief deputy

commissioner of revenue, sorts cans of food at the Feeding Southwest Virginia distribution center. Price and

other elected officials and volunteers were working as part of Elected Officials Volunteer Day at the Abingdon site.

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

PINEY FLATS, Tenn. — A critter from
the land down under was on the loose
Thursday but returned home after hop-
ping around a wooded area near Piney
Flats.

Daniel Sochalski and his family own a
small farm in the Watauga Flats area of
Piney Flats that they share with a host of
animals, including emus, alpacas, pigs,
goats and their pet wallaby, Wally.

On Wednesday night, Sochalski said he
noticed that the 4-year-old had escaped
when he did not come out for food.

The family searched the area around the
home but couldn’t find him. By Thursday
afternoon, Sochalski was asking for the
public’s help.

But he cautioned that anyone who may

have spotted Wally should not approach
and possibly startle the marsupial. He
asked that people call him instead.

About dusk Thursday, while returning
to the farm after searching the neigh-
borhood, Sochalski said the wallaby was
spotted at the back of the property. He
likely returned for water, he added.

Wallabies are smaller relatives of kan-
garoos and are endemic to Australia and
New Guinea. Matthew Cameron, a wild-
life information specialist with the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Resource Agency, said a
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» Authorities were searching Thursday morn-
ing for a tiger in the Knox County area. A9
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Proposed jail expansion could
trigger property tax increase

BY SARAH WADE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — At its Thurs-
day work session, the Sullivan County
Commission sharply debated a proposal
for a $72 million expansion of the county
jail that could trigger a 15-cent property

tax hike if approved. The proposal came
just a few weeks after the commission
passed a new budget that did not include
any tax increases.

The proposal, which multiple county

commissioners said they hadn’t been
expecting so soon after the budget was
passed, was presented by architects from
design firms Michael Brady Inc., or MBI,
and TreanorHL. The architects said they
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