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City leaders reach consensus on hiring maintenance staff
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — The Bristol Vir-
ginia City Council agreed Monday
with a city School Board plan to
hire additional maintenance work-
ers to perform upgrades to three
city elementary schools rather than
contract an outside firm.

The consensus followed a nearly
two-hour joint session between the
two elected bodies that debated
both the cost of previously-agreed-
upon improvements and the po-
tential cost of a new elementary
school. Funds for this year would

come from reserves, but, going
forward, the council agreed to in-
crease funding to cover the cost of
the maintenance positions.

The council previously allocated
$200,000 to fund installation of se-
curity vestibules and to upgrade
one male and one female restroom
to meet federal Americans with Dis-
abilities Act standards at Highland
View, Stonewall Jackson and Wash-
ington-Lee elementary schools.
However, last week, the lone bid for
that work came in at $466,000, far
exceeding even the reserve funds.

Superintendent Keith Perrigan

asked the council to reconsider a pre-
vious request to allocate $86,000 for
salaries and benefits to hire two ad-
ditional school maintenance work-
ers. The council reached a consensus
but will not take official action until
the next scheduled meeting. After
the joint session, however, the School
Board amended its 2019-20 operating
budget to set aside the money for the
new positions effective immediately.

The board also formally rejected the
$466,000 bid from a Knoxville firm.

“We’ll get a posting prepared
to get some folks hired,” Perrigan
said after the meeting. “We’ll look

for some community partnerships
that we can possibly do some wage-
sharing with as well. We’ll look at as
many options as we can and try to
get the right people hired. Hiring
quickly may not be the best deci-
sion; we want to hire right.”

The original timetable for the im-
provements called for completing
work at all three schools around
Christmas break. Perrigan said the
projects will now likely be finished
in the spring.

“We want to make our kids as safe
as possible as quickly as possible,
and we want to provide accessibil-

ity, which has been the discussion
for 2 1/2 years now. This is just a dif-
ferent path to getting there. I think
it’s one we can live with in the short
term, but we still have long-term is-
sues,” Perrigan said.

Those long-term issues include
the hope to consolidate at least two
of the three aging school buildings
into a single, centrally located school.
The move has garnered general sup-
port among both bodies, but the City
Council must weigh budget con-
straints before moving forward.

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

C
oach Dale Burns wants to
help his basketball buddies
in the Bahamas.

So do lots of other folks across the
Tri-Cities, gauging from the initial
reaction to Burns’ call for assistance
to residents struck last week by
Hurricane Dorian.

“What do they need? They need
everything right now,” said Burns,
72, the basketball coach for Tennes-
see High from 1976 to 2005.

“They don’t have a place to live.
They don’t have clothes. There’s an
infinite number of things they need
right now,” Burns said. “It’s devasta-
tion.”

Burns started Bristol’s basketball
tournament, the Arby’s Classic, in

‘THEY NEED EVERYTHING RIGHT NOW’
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Want to help?
To donate directly, send checks
made payable to: Tabernacle
Baptist Academy Fundraising
Account. Put “For Deposit Only”
in memo. Mail checks to: First
Bank & Trust Co., 38 E. Valley
Drive, Bristol, VA 24201. For more
information, visit www.arbysclas-
sic.net or call 423-612-0069.

See BERMUDA, Page A8

See HIRING, Page A5

Johnson to suspend
UKParliament after
latest Brexit defeat

BY JILL LAWLESS
The Associated Press

LONDON — The simmer-
ing showdown between Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and
Britain’s Parliament over Brexit
came to a head as lawmakers
delivered three defeats to the
government’s plans for leaving
the European Union, before
being sent home early Tues-
day for a contentious five-week
suspension of the legislature.

In a session that ran well
past midnight, Parliament en-
acted a law to block a no-deal
Brexit next month, ordered
the government to release pri-
vate communications about its
Brexit plans and rejected John-
son’s call for a snap election to
break the political deadlock.

Parliament was then suspend-
ed — or prorogued— at the gov-
ernment’s request until Oct. 14, a
drastic move that gives Johnson
a respite from rebellious law-
makers as he plots his next move.

Opponents accuse him of try-
ing to avoid democratic scrutiny.
What is usually a solemn, formal
prorogation ceremony erupted
into raucous scenes as opposi-
tion lawmakers in the House of
Commons chamber shouted
“Shame on you” and held up
signs reading “Silenced.”

Commons Speaker John Ber-
cow expressed his displeasure
at Parliament’s suspension,
saying “this is not a standard or
normal prorogation.”

“It’s one of the longest for de-
cades, and it represents an act
of executive fiat,” he said.

The prime minister has had
a turbulent week since Parlia-
ment returned from its sum-
mer break on Sept. 3. He kicked
21 lawmakers out of the Con-
servative group in Parliament
after they sided with the oppo-
sition, and saw two ministers
quit his government — one of
them his own brother.

Parliament’s suspension ended
a day of blows to the embattled
Johnson. First an opposition-
backed measure designed to stop
Britain from crashing out of the
EU on Oct. 31 without a divorce
deal became law after receiv-
ing the formal assent of Queen
Elizabeth II. The law compels the
government to ask the EU for a
three-month delay if no deal has
been agreed by Oct. 19.

Johnson says the country’s
delayed exit must happen at the
end of October, with or without
a divorce agreement to smooth
the way. But many lawmakers
fear a no-deal Brexit would be
economically devastating and
are determined to stop him.

“I will not ask for another
delay,” Johnson said. But he
has few easy ways out of it. His
options — all of them extreme
— include disobeying the law,
which could land him in court
or even prison, and resigning
so that someone else would
have to ask for a delay.
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Tabernacle’s Romad Dean looks to score on Bearden’s Tyler Nordin during
the 2018 Arby’s Classic. The Tabernacle Baptist Falcons have been coming
to the Arby’s Classic for many years.
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Damage was catastrophic from Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas, a Category 4 storm that tore through the islands last week.

THS collecting funds for Bermuda team that plays in Arby’s Classic


