
Hearing Loss?
“Seniors with hearing loss are significantly
more likely to develop dementia over time
than those who retain their hearing”

—Johns Hopkins Medicine & National Institute on Aging
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www.nuhearingcenters.com
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5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER!
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423 239-5361

The

42
, BC, HIS

Now Accepting Evening & Saturday

Hours by Appointment.

Please Call Now to Schedule

Your Appointment Today

ANNOUNCING

NEW EXTENDED

HOURS!

The Most Trusted
Hearing Health

Care Specialists

EXPERIENCED &

COMPASSIONATE

CAR
C re Speciali

E

Widex
Unique

$1249

First come first served! Call now!

• Adults with mild hearing loss are 2x more likely to develop dementia

• Adults with moderate hearing loss are 3x more likely to develop dementia

• Adults with severe hearing loss are 5x more likely to develop dementia

The Premier Center for
Hearing Excellence

423 764-5411
nuhearingcenters.com

WEDNESDAY, September 4, 2019 HeraldCourier.com 147th Year | $1.50

TRUTH. ACCURACY. FAIRNESS.

INSIDE: CLASSIFIED B8-10 | COMICS B6 | DEATHS A4 | OPINION A8 | SCOREBOARD B2 | TELEVISION B7

Southwest Virginia-Northeast Tennessee | The Birthplace of Country Music ® | 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service | 2018 Scripps Howard Award for Community Journalism

MORE INFORMATION

» Call 866-415-4158 for more
information about staying at the
Bristol Motor Speedway. Evacu-
ees can stay free of charge.

INSIDE

» ‘Total devastation’: Hurricane
slams parts of the Bahamas. A5
» Upper atmosphere gridlock stalled
Dorian over the Bahamas. A10

See EVACUEES, Page A6
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Abingdon

Dorian

SULLIVAN COUNTY
Council
approves
courthouse
resolution

BMS opens
campground
to evacuees
of hurricane

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABINGDON, Va. — Abing-
don Town Council officially
said “no” to moving the
Washington County Court-
house out of the downtown
district by adopting a resolu-
tion on Tuesday at its regular
meeting.

The two-page resolution
comes on the heels of the
Washington County Board of
Supervisors proposal to ask
voters in a referendum on
Nov. 5, “Shall the courthouse
be removed to 300 Towne
Centre Drive, and shall the
Board of Supervisors be per-
mitted to spend $30 million
for purchase and renovation
expenses therefor?”

Town Manager Jimmy Mo-
rani drafted the resolution
at the request of the Town
Council.

“The Town Council of
Abingdon, Virginia opposes
the relocation of the Wash-
ington County Courthouse
to the former Kmart site and
supports renovation and
expansion of the existing
courthouse facilities,” says
the resolution, which passed
with four votes and one ab-
stention.

Councilman Al Bradley
made Tuesday’s motion to
adopt the resolution, sec-
onded by Vice Mayor Cindy
Patterson.

“People don’t want the
courthouse to move,” Patter-
son said Tuesday.

Councilman Derek Webb
abstained from voting, say-
ing he and his wife work for

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — C.J. Har-
rington stood over a grill outside
his camper Tuesday afternoon,
cooking strips of bacon and plac-
ing them on a paper towel-cov-
ered plate.

He was traveling to Melbourne,
Florida, when he decided to wait
out Hurricane Dorian. He said he
heard that Bristol Motor Speed-
way was opening up a camp-
ground to hurricane evacuees,
and he traveled north to Bristol
from Jennings, Florida, which is
near the border with Georgia.

“I don’t play with nature,” Har-
rington said.

He was the first evacuee to arrive
at the Medallion Campground off
state Route 394, which BMS has
opened free of charge to people
who may need to leave their com-
munities as the storm approaches
the East Coast.

“We’re blessed to have this big
beautiful facility, and when peo-
ple are in need, we’re thankful
to be able to offer our place and
open our doors,” Jerry Caldwell,
executive vice president and gen-
eral manager at Bristol Motor
Speedway, told the news media
Tuesday.

Hurricane Dorian devastated
the Bahamas with dangerous

Walmart to stop selling certain gun ammunitionThank you,
Robin Dowell,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.
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One killed

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

TBI’s mobile crime scene lab and technicians arrive to investigate an officer-involved shooting that left a
man wanted on warrants in Sullivan County dead on Silver Grove Road in Bluff City, Tennessee, on Tuesday.

Officers fatally shoot man following pursuit

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

TBI spokeperson Leslie Earhart
answers questions about Tuesday’s
fatal shooting in Sullivan County.

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A Sullivan County coroner arrives after
Tuesday afternoon’s shooting in Bluff City.See SHOOTING, Page A6

See ABINGDON, Page A4

BY ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK — Walmart says
it will stop selling handgun and
short-barrel rifle ammunition,
while requesting that customers
not openly carry firearms in its
stores, even where state laws al-
low it.

The announcement comes
just days after a mass shooting
claimed seven lives in Odessa,
Texas, and follows back-to-back
shootings last month, one of
them at a Walmart store.

The Bentonville, Arkansas-
based discounter said Tuesday
it will stop selling handgun am-

munition as well as short-barrel
rifle ammunition, such as the
.223 caliber and 5.56 caliber used
in military-style weapons, after it
runs out of its current inventory.

It will also discontinue hand-
gun sales in Alaska. Walmart
stopped selling handguns in the
mid-1990s, with the exception of
Alaska. The latest move marks its
complete exit from that business

and allows it to focus on hunting
rifles and related ammunition
only.

“In a complex situation lack-
ing a simple solution, we are try-
ing to take constructive steps to
reduce the risk that events like
these will happen again,” accord-
ing to a memo by Walmart’s CEO
Doug McMillon circulated to em-

Retailer asks customers to not open carry guns

See WALMART, Page A6

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LUFF CITY, Tenn. — A portion of rural Silver
Grove Road became a crime scene Tuesday
afternoon when officers returned gunfire

and fatally wounded a man following a pursuit in
Sullivan County, authorities said.

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation contin-
ues to probe the fatal officer-involved shooting of
30-year-old Attilio A. Gilmartin, of Bluff City, who
law enforcement officials said had been wanted
on active warrants.

Deputies with the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Of-
fice received information that Gilmartin was in the
area of state Route 75 near the Tri-Cities Airport
on Tuesday about 1 p.m. Deputies spotted the
man driving a maroon Suzuki Forenza and tried to
initiate a traffic stop, according to the TBI.

Gilmartin failed to stop and led officers on a
pursuit along Route 75 and onto several second-
ary roads before turning right onto state Route 394
in the Blountville area, TBI spokeswoman Leslie
Earhart said.

At some point during the pursuit, Earhart said
Gilmartin fired shots at deputies from his moving
vehicle and continued to travel along Route 394
toward Bluff City.

The man then turned onto White Top Road, near
Bristol Motor Speedway, and continued to flee
from deputies until he reached the 900 block of
Silver Grove Road.

Emory & Henry
poised for

opener with
NC Wesleyan

Pentagon OKs $3.6
billion in military

construction funds
for border wall


