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A
s the helicopter ap-
proached the parking lot
of the Boys & Girls Club

in Bristol, Tennessee, on Tues-
day night, a few orange cones —
set up to keep families from the
landing zone — blew across the
pavement.

Once on the ground, children
and their parents quickly rushed
to the side of the Wings Air Res-
cue helicopter, which joined the
2019 National Night Out event.
The chopper’s crew members,
from Marion, Virginia, said
they could only spend a short
amount of time in Bristol before
returning home for another Na-
tional Night Out event in Smyth
County.

But during their time at the
Bristol Tennessee Police Depart-
ment’s event, the crew had a
chance to show off the cool
gadgets inside the helicopter

and talk to the children about
their jobs.

Police Lt. Brian Hess, who
helped spearhead the annual
event, said the department also
brought in the Fire Depart-
ment and paramedics, as well
as local military personnel and
a bounce house. Hess said the
department also handed out
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Thank you,
Stephen Kiley,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.
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The flag flies at half-staff in Cumberland Square Park in Bristol, Virginia,
in memory of mass shooting victims in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio.

Judge OKs Contura’s bid for mines
BY TIM DODSON

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Bristol,Tennessee-based Contu-
ra Energy received the green light
from a federal bankruptcy judge
Tuesday to move forward with
buying three mines in Wyoming
and West Virginia from bankrupt
coal producer Blackjewel LLC.

The proposed sale, however,
still must be approved by the fed-

eral government, and it’s not clear
how soon operations would re-
sume at the mines.

A Contura representative de-
clined comment Tuesday evening.

After filing for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy on July 1 and unsuccess-
fully trying to obtain long-term fi-
nancing, Blackjewel held a court-

BY TIM DODSON
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As the details of coal producer
Blackjewel LLC’s bankruptcy
continue to be sorted out in
federal court, a foundation an-
nounced a $250,000 donation

to help those in Wise and Lee
counties affected by the closing.

The Richard and Leslie Gil-
liam Foundation presented the
amount to the Southwest Virginia
Workforce Development Board at
a ceremony in Norton on Monday.

This week, the board will start
the process of mailing a $2,000
check to each Blackjewel em-
ployee who worked at one of the
company’s sites in Lee and Wise

See DONATION, Page A5

$250K donation to help Blackjewel workers
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Joining
forces
Event looks to bridge
gap between police
and the community

PHOTOS BY DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

ABOVE: Three-year-old Jeremiah Lewis climbs
through one of the inflatables during the
National Night Out event in Bristol, Tennessee,
on Tuesday night. LEFT: Wings Air Rescue
pilot Jason Jones talks with 7-year-old Brantly
Jones during the event. National Night Out,
which was also held in Bristol, Virginia, and in
other communities in the Mountain Empire and
across the nation, enhances the relationship
between neighbors and law enforcement, while
fostering a true sense of community.

Trump’s divisive words
collide with call for unity

BY JILL COLVIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump on Wednesday will bring a
message aimed at national unity and
healing to the sites of the mass shoot-
ings in El Paso and Dayton. But the
words he offers for a divided America
will be complicated by his own incen-
diary, anti-immigrant rhetoric that
mirrors language linked to one of the
shooters.

It is a highly unusual predicament
for an American president to at once
try to console a community and a na-
tion at the same time he is being criti-
cized as contributing to a combus-
tible climate that can spawn violence.

White House officials said Trump’s

visits to Texas and Ohio, where
31 people were killed and dozens
wounded, would be similar to those
he’s paid to grieving communities in-
cluding Parkland, Florida, and LasVe-
gas, with the president and first lady
saluting first responders and spend-
ing time with mourning families and
survivors.

“What he wants to do is go to these
communities and grieve with them,
pray with them, offer condolences,”

See TRUMP, Page A6
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causing problems
for business owners
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