
Susan Cameron, city editor � scameron@bristolnews.com � 276-645-2514 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019 � BRISTOL HERALD COURIER � HeraldCourier.com A3

@heraldcourier

HeraldCourier.comFACEBOOK

TWITTERRegion
Man faces second murder charge

Current Murder Cases
in Sullivan County

In Criminal Court:
11: First-degree murder
1: Second-degree murder
1: Criminally negligent
homicide
2: Not yet indicted cases

In General Sessions Court:
1: First-degree murder

Note: Does not include
vehicular homicide cases

Source: Sullivan County District
Attorney General’s Office

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A woman killed over the week-
end in Sullivan County was
pregnant, and her ex-boyfriend
has now been charged with two
counts of first-degree murder, ac-
cording to a criminal affidavit.

Nathaniel White-Young, 30, of
Kingsport, was arrested Mon-
day after his ex-girlfriend, Me-
lissa Mingle, 37, was found un-

conscious in her
front yard along
Fordtown Road in
Colonial Heights.
Mingle died Mon-
day, said Capt.
Andy Seabolt with
the Sullivan County
Sheriff’s Office.

On Wednesday, Seabolt con-
firmed that officers discovered
that Mingle was pregnant, which
has resulted in the second count
of first-degree murder.

Sullivan County Detective Ed-
die McClellan wrote in an affida-
vit that he learned White-Young,
along with the pair’s young son,

was at the residence on Fordtown
Road. A fire had been started in-
side the residence that was later
extinguished by the Warrior’s Path
Volunteer Fire Department, the
detective wrote.

McClellan said a push lawn-
mower was found upside down
inside the living room. A strong
odor of gasoline in the residence
was detected, he said.

An individual informed police
that he spoke with White-Young
on Sunday evening.

“He had really messed up by
pushing her down and she hit her
head, he then started a small fire
to get help, he grabbed his son

and left the scene,” the affidavit
states.

The couple’s son was later lo-
cated and is safe, Seabolt said.
White-Young, who has also been
charged with aggravated arson,
was arrested in Hamblen County.

White-Young is being held with-
out bail at the Sullivan County jail.

This is the 16th murder case
currently pending in the Sullivan
County court system, according
to the district attorney general’s
office.
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Bristol Virginia schools
receive state grant

RICHMOND — Bristol Virginia
Public Schools was among six
divisions statewide to receive
farm-to-school grants, the state
Department of Education an-
nounced Wednesday.

More than $133,000 was award-
ed Wednesday, according to a
written statement. The funds will
support efforts to incorporate lo-
cally grown and raised foods into
school nutrition programs and
connect students to agriculture
through hands-on learning and
career exploration. The projects
will include teams comprising
students, educators and commu-
nity partners to ensure long-term
sustainability.

Bristol will receive $25,000 to ex-
pand fruit and vegetable gardens
at four schools and support pro-
fessional development for teach-
ers and school garden teams,
according to the statement.

Buchanan County Public
Schools will also receive $25,000
to purchase greenhouses for four
schools. Students will grow fruits
and vegetables for use in school
nutrition programs and after-
school cooking clubs.

Wythe County Public Schools
will get $25,000 to support
development of a hydroponic
system at Fort Chiswell High to
grow lettuce for school nutrition
programs at the school and Fort
Chiswell Middle School. Grant
will also support construction
of raised-bed gardens at three
elementary schools to grow food
for division school nutrition
programs.

Other grants went to Cum-
berland County, Rappahannock
County and Richmond Public
Schools.

Rabies vaccine bait
dropped in Tenn.,Va.

Oral rabies vaccine bait is being
dropped across East Tennes-
see and Southwest Virginia this
month as part of a program with
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Wildlife Services.

Low-flying aircraft will distrib-
ute small fishmeal-coated packets
containing the oral rabies vaccine
over the course of a week, which
began Wednesday, according to
news releases. Targeted wildlife
species that consume the bait
become vaccinated for rabies.

Distribution areas in Virginia
include Bland, Buchanan, Dick-
enson, Lee, Giles, Grayson, Scott,
Smyth, Russell, Washington, Wise,
Wythe and Tazewell counties and
the cities of Bristol and Abingdon.

In Tennessee, the areas in-
clude Sullivan County as well as
Washington, Hawkins and Carter
counties.

The vaccine products are safe,
although officials advise people
to leave the bait alone. If bait is
in an area where a pet could eas-
ily eat it, officials suggest using
gloves or a towel to move the bait
into a wooded or fencerow area,
according to a release from the
Tennessee Department of Health.
The bait isn’t dangerous to pets
but can upset a pet’s stomach if
several are consumed.

From staff reports
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RedOnion officer hailed as hero following attack
BY ROBERT SORRELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

POUND, Va. — A Red Onion
State Prison officer is being
hailed as a hero after interven-
ing in a potentially fatal attack
on a fellow officer.

Officer Tyler Thornsberry,
29, has received Gov. Ralph
Northam’s Honor Award for
Heroism, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Correc-
tions.

The attack occurred on Dec.
2, 2018, at Red Onion, a maxi-
mum security prison in Wise
County. Thornsberry’s quick
response probably saved his fel-
low officer’s life, the state said
in a news release. The offender,
Keith Dwane McDuffie, 32, now
faces one count of attempted
capital murder, two counts of
assault and battery on a correc-
tions officer and one count of
possession of an unauthorized
weapon by an inmate.

Authorities said the attack oc-
curred as an officer escorted
McDuffie from his cell to a rec-
reation area. The man turned
and began stabbing the officer

with a weapon made of sharp-
ened plastic, the release states.

Thornsberry walked around a
corner and found himself only
a few feet from the struggle. He
lunged into the situation as the
other officer sustained serious
stab injuries to the head and
chest, the release states.

With his momentum, Thorn-
sberry subdued and restrained
the offender.

“There really wasn’t much

time to think,” he said. “I just
reacted based on my training.”

Prison Warden Jeffrey Kiser
said Thornsberry responded
quickly and effectively in a very
stressful situation, and he likely
saved the officer’s life.

“In a critical moment, Officer
Thornsberry responded like the
well-trained officer that he is.
His selflessness and courage in
the face of danger make him a
true hero,” said VDOC Director

Harold Clarke. “The common-
wealth of Virginia is incredibly
fortunate to have officers like
Tyler Thornsberry.”

Before joining the Virginia De-
partment of Corrections in Feb-
ruary 2018, Thornsberry served
for two years as a corrections of-
ficer with the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Corrections, the release
states. As a new hire in Virginia,
he received 10 weeks of training
and spent an additional four to
six weeks shadowing other of-
ficers.

McDuffie has been incarcer-
ated following a 2008 conviction
in Colonial Heights, Virginia. He
was sentenced on 22 charges
stemming from robberies at
three businesses, the Richmond
Times-Dispatch reported.

McDuffie, who is now be-
ing held at Wallens Ridge State
Prison in Big Stone Gap, has
two January court dates sched-
uled in Wise County Circuit
Court.

rsorrell@bristolnews.com
276-645-2531

Twitter: @RSorrellBHC
Facebook.com/robertsorrelltn
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Red Onion State Prison Officer Tyler Thornberry receives the governor’s
Honor Award for Heroism from Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam.
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Bristol Virginia Sheriff David Maples speaks during a town hall Wednesday in Blountville on jail overcrowding in Sullivan County and Bristol, Virginia.
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‘In harm’s way’
Town hall focuses on jail overcrowding in two local lockups

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. —
Drug problems, pretrial
inmates, mental health

issues, a lack of funding and
space, domestic violence and a
multitude of other issues have
resulted in overcrowded jails in
the Mountain Empire, officials
said Wednesday evening during
a town hall meeting in Blount-
ville.

The Bristol Herald Courier

hosted its “Critical Mass” town
hall discussion on overcrowded
jails in Bristol, Virginia and
Sullivan County, Tennessee. As
officials from both sides of the
state line gathered at the Sul-
livan County courthouse, jails
in both locations were over-
crowded.

On Wednesday, 1,062 inmates
were housed at the Sullivan
County jail, where the capacity
is 619 at the main facility and its
extension, according to Chief

Administrator Lee Carswell. In
Bristol, Virginia, there were 167
inmates on Wednesday, and the
capacity is 67, said city Sheriff
David Maples.

“That puts quite a few on the
floor,” said Maples, adding that
the jail often has to deal with
a number of mental health
patients.

Both localities have options
to try to fix the overcrowding

See TOWN, Page A5
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