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Man charged in connection with cross burning
BY ROBERT SORRELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A Marion, Virginia, man faces
federal charges after authori-
ties said he lied to them about
a burning cross found at a
Black resident’s property.

James Brown, 40, was ar-
rested Friday and charged
with lying to federal agents
about his involvement in the
cross burning on the front
lawn of a neighbor. He also
has been charged with crim-

inal interference with fair
housing based upon the vic-
tim’s race, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office said.

“The frightening act at the
center of today’s complaint
— a racially motivated cross

burning — interfered with the
victim’s federally protected
right to fair housing,” U.S. At-
torney Thomas Cullen said Fri-
day in a news release.

“Acts of violence, threats, and
other forms of intimidation

prompted by racial animus are
serious federal crimes, and we
will continue to work closely
with the FBI to hold offenders
accountable.”

See CROSS, Page A4

Petition calls for relocation of Confederate monuments

outside courthouse in downtown Abingdon to cemetery

BHC FILE PHOTO

The Washington County Courthouse in Abingdon, Virginia, has two monuments for Confederate soldiers.
A new petition is calling from relocation of the monuments from the courthouse to a nearby cemetery.

Divisive symbols

BY TIM DODSON
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — As anti-racist protests
in communities across Virginia and
other states push to remove Confeder-

ate monuments from public spaces, a new
petition is calling for local officials to relocate
two monuments from outside the Washington
County Courthouse in Abingdon to a nearby
cemetery.

Demonstrations against police brutality and
racism have swept across the country in the
aftermath of the police killing of George Floyd
in Minneapolis last month. The activism has
taken on a wide range of issues, including
Confederate monuments that protesters have

denounced as symbols of white supremacy.
“We should be thinking about systemic

racism, we should be thinking about whether
we have public spaces that are comfortable
for people,” said Heather Evans, an Abingdon
resident who authored the position.

So far, the effort has garnered about 1,600
signatures.

The proposal would take the two Confeder-
ate monuments that are currently located out-
side the courthouse in downtown Abingdon
and move them to the Sinking Spring Cem-
etery, a town-owned cemetery with Confeder-
ate graves.

See MONUMENTS, Page A5

Authority
approves
budget
with no
rate hikes

States
clamp
down
as virus
surgesBY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — BVU Au-
thority sold significantly less
electricity due to the COVID-
19-sparked economic down-
turn, but Friday its board ap-
proved a fiscal 2020-21 budget
with no rate increases.

The authority board final-
ized a $44.32 million electric
division spending plan plus
$4.52 million wastewater and
$3.63 million water division
budgets during its regular
monthly meeting. Consumer
rates won’t rise for any author-
ity service.

“We have definitely seen
reductions in electric sales,”
President and CEO Don Bow-
man said after the meeting.
“Things are partially return-
ing to normal as the economy
reopens. We did not plan for
a second shutdown, a second
wave, and we certainly hope
we don’t have one.”

BVU’s power consumption
declined between 15% and
20% in April as businesses and
plants shut down, Cinemark
Tinseltown cinemas closed
and restaurants shuttered or
greatly curtailed services, Bow-
man said. Usage has increased
but not to June 2019 levels.

Since demand declined,
BVU was able to save money
by buying less power from the
Tennessee Valley Authority.

BY PAUL J. WEBER
and MICHELLE R. SMITH

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas and
Florida reversed course and
clamped down on bars again
Friday in the nation’s biggest
retreat yet as the daily number
of confirmed coronavirus in-
fections in the U.S. surged to
an all-time high of 40,000.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott or-
dered all bars closed, while
Florida banned alcohol at
such establishments. The two
states joined the small but
growing list of those that are
either backtracking or putting
any further reopenings of their
economies on hold because of
a comeback by the virus, most-
ly in the South and West.

Health experts have said a
disturbingly large number of
cases are being seen among
young people who are going
out again, often without wear-
ing masks or observing other
social-distancing rules.

“It is clear that the rise in cas-
es is largely driven by certain
types of activities, including
Texans congregating in bars,”
Abbott said.

Abbott had pursued up to
now one of the most aggressive
reopening schedules of any

See VIRUS, Page A5


