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REMEMBERING OUR HEROES

SUMMER SEASON

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A sign welcomes visitors to the Painter Creek Marina grill, one of several restaurants at South Holston Lake.

EDITOR’S NOTE

» This is the second in a two-part series
about life on South Holston Lake. For
the first story in our series,“Marinas get
ready all winter for Memorial Day,”go to
HeraldCourier.com.

IF YOU GO

» Broken Ski Grill, Sportsmans
Marina: 276-628-2850
» Painter Creek Grille, Painter Creek
Marina: 423-878-5775
» Price’s, Too, Laurel Marina & Yacht
Club: 423-878-3721
» The Wheelhouse, Lake View Dock:
423-878-4331

Restaurants ready for South Holston Lake visitors

S
herry Church serves up chicken wings and
bacon-topped burgers at the Painter Creek
Grille. “And, on a busy weekend, my estimate

is 400 to 600 people will be here,” said Church,
66, the co-manager of the dockside restaurant at
Painter Creek Marina. “Good food. Hard at it.
Good music. Perfect atmosphere,” said Sabrina
Kennedy Brown, co-owner of this marina on South
Holston Lake. Brown, 49, says a few travels to
sites with sandy beaches made her want to create
and expand the Painter Creek Grille, a place where
you’ll discover karaoke on Thursday nights plus live
bands on Fridays and Saturdays.

See LAKE, Page A8

‘This is home’: Officer reflects on
job patrolling South Holston Lake

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Tyler Sheets, an officer with the Virginia Department
of Game and Inland Fisheries, talks about summer
boating safety on South Holston Lake.

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Tyler Sheets rips up the shim-
mering surface of South Holston
Lake, patrolling the water from
the shady forest of Alvarado to the
rocky cliffs of Washington County
Park in Southwest Virginia.

“This is home,” he said, his eyes
focused on the shoreline near
Sportsmans Marina on the out-
skirts of Abingdon.

Sheets spent three years on the
20,480-acre Smith Mountain Lake
in Franklin County, Virginia, as

a conservation police officer for
the Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries.

Taking a transfer, he relaunched
his career in the Holston Valley,
close to where he grew up at Chil-
howie.

Now, at 28, this graduate of Em-
ory & Henry College spends his
summers on the 1,600 acres of the
Virginia portion of South Holston
Lake, advising boaters and fisher-
men.

Rolling
Thunder
has final
DC rally

BY JESSICA CONTRERA
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — There was a
line to see the man in charge.

“Artie,” people called.
“Artie, did you see?”
“Artie,” they said. “You gotta do

something.”
It was the Sunday before Me-

morial Day, and in Washington,
that has long meant that one of
the world’s largest motorcycle ral-
lies was in town. Every year since
1988, riders have roared into the
District of Columbia for Rolling
Thunder, a demonstration in sup-
port of veterans, prisoners of war
and service members who were
missing in action. But this year, the
organization’s leader, Artie Muller,
had announced that the financial
and logistical burden of making
the rally happen had become too
much; after 2019, the event in the
nation’s capital would be no more.

The news inspired hundreds of
thousands of bikers, likely a re-
cord-breaking number, to flock to
the Pentagon parking lot Sunday
morning, ready for their final ride
into the city and around the Na-
tional Mall.

Authorities
seek info on
woman’s death

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

HAYSI, Va. — The Dickenson
County Sheriff’s Office is seeking
information from the public in its
investigation of a death near Lower
Twin Campground in Haysi, Vir-
ginia, on Saturday, according to a
news release.

Deputies were dispatched to a
disturbance at the campground at
1:40 a.m. Saturday after a woman
who called 911 could be heard
screaming. While deputies were re-
sponding to the scene, more people
called 911 to report the woman’s
behavior, according to the release.
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Organization’s leader
says financial, logistical
burden of rally too much
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See RALLY, Page A11
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