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GRAPHIC COURTESY OF BALLAD HEALTH

Ballad released a graphic of its COVID-19 modeling, which contains three potential outcomes.

Ballad concerned as
cases continue rising

FREEING UP SPACE

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

T
arncy Ernst with Precision Pavement Markings paints over the 2020 graduating class’s individualized

parking spaces in the Tennessee High School senior parking lot to prepare for the upcoming senior

class. Each year, the Viking seniors get to personalize their parking spots in the senior lot.

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Ballad Health is actively
trying to hire more nurses
and other care providers
in the wake of a steady up-
ward spiral of COVID-19
patients in its hospitals.

About 100 patients were
being treated in Ballad
facilities Wednesday, and

those numbers could con-
tinue swelling in the weeks
ahead, Chief Operating Of-
ficer/Incident Command-
er Eric Deaton said during
the system’s weekly news
briefing about the virus.

“We remain seriously
concerned about the con-
tinued increase of COV-
ID-19 patients across our

region,” Deaton said. “We
continue seeing a very
high upward trend.”

Ninety patients with CO-
VID-19 were being treated
Wednesday in Ballad hos-
pitals and another 14 had
COVID-like symptoms and
were awaiting test results.

See BALLAD, Page A9

BTCS to start school year with remote learning

Firestone
store planned
for The Falls

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — A Firestone auto
care center is expected to locate
in The Falls commercial develop-
ment, City Manager Randy Eads
said.

The business is planned for a
1.2-acre lot near the ALDI grocery
store. The city and Interstate De-
velopment have been working with
Palmetto Capital Group of Georgia
for about 18 months on the project,
Eads said during Tuesday night’s
City Council meeting.

On Tuesday, council approved
transferring the parcel to the city’s
Industrial Development Author-
ity so it may be transferred to the
Georgia firm and Palmetto-Bristol
Falls Blvd., LLC.

The council also approved deed
restrictions to preclude any com-
petitive auto service, auto sound
accessory or tire installation busi-
ness from locating elsewhere in
The Falls for a period of 15 years.

“These restrict certain types of
businesses similar to this business
coming within The Falls,” Eads told
the council. “Based on the type of
business being proposed, I don’t
see any issue with those types of
restrictions.”

See FIRESTONE, Page A9

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Bristol Ten-
nessee City Schools will start the
2020-21 school year remotely due
to the high number of COVID-19
cases in Sullivan County, accord-
ing to a letter from the director of
schools.

Annette Tudor said in the let-
ter to parents that all students
will participate in remote learn-
ing from the first day of school on
Aug. 6 through Aug. 14.

She noted how quickly circum-
stances change under the pan-

demic and how it often throws
plans out of whack. For example,
she said that principals met Tues-
day with teachers to get input on
the plans for starting the year, but
shortly afterward, Tennessee Gov.
Bill Lee announced new guide-
lines for schools.

“It is frustrating to me. It is frus-
trating to our team. And, I cannot
imagine how frustrating it must

be to you when you are trying to
make decisions for the safety and
education of your child,” the let-
ter states.

The current number of COV-
ID-19 cases per 100,000 residents
in Sullivan exceeds an average
of 10 new cases per day over the
past 14-day period. Under the
reopening plan developed by the
three school districts in Sullivan
County and announced earlier
this month, if the average new
cases per 100,000 for the last 14

INSIDE
» Washington County (Va.) School
Board delays opening. A3

See REMOTE, Page A9

** Behavior modifications include
implementation of social distancing,

use of masks, limited travel

Scenario: Low
adherence to behavior
modifications leading to
high rate of transmission

Scenario: Moderate
adherence to behavior
modifications leading
to medium rate of
transmission

Scenario: Strict
adherence to behavior
modifications leading to
low rate of transmission
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COVID-19 Predictive Modeling
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