
BRISTOL | 2725 W. State St. | 423-764-5411 | www.nuhearingcenters.com

Introducing thee

EXPERIENCED & COMPASSIONATE CARE

The First Hearing Aid With Real Time Sound With No Delay!
“This Doesn’t Sound Like A Hearing Aid”

• No Tinny Sound - Just Pure Natural Sound
• Rechargeable! Uses Lithium Battery - Charge lasts 26 hours!
• Uses Artificial Intelligence Technology - Fully Customizable
- A Perfect Fit Every Time.

$1000 Off
Our Already Discounted PricesThrough September 11

One Week Only

WEDNESDAY, September 9, 2020 HeraldCourier.com 148th Year | $2.00

TRUTH. ACCURACY. FAIRNESS.

INSIDE: CLASSIFIED B7-10 | COMICS B6 | DEATHS A4-6 | OPINION A8 | SCOREBOARD B2 | TELEVISION B5

Southwest Virginia-Northeast Tennessee | The Birthplace of Country Music ® | 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service | 2018 Scripps Howard Award for Community Journalism

Thank you,
William R.

Hall,
for subscribing

to the Bristol
Herald Courier.

84/66

Weather » A10

See B-17, Page A7

SPORTS » B1» A3

Coaches’
Salaries ‘SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY’

LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

27,454,000+
6,325,000+
128,407
165,754

894,800+
189,500+
2,686
1,896

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP
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Chilhowie’s Jeff Robinson
serves as head coach for the
baseball and football teams.

Multisport
coaches
getting two
supplements
but double
theworkload

BY TIM HAYES
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

It was a Tuesday in April
2019, and Chilhowie High
School baseball coach Jeff
Robinson went through his
normal routine.

From 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
he taught
three Ameri-
can history
classes, one
a college-
level dual
enrollment
offering that
was held in
conjunction
with Virginia
Hi g h l a n d s
Community
College.

With the
W a r r i o r s
playing a
game away
from home

that night, he’d fuel up the
bus and make sure the yel-
low taxi for teenagers was
good to go since he also
drives the team to its road
games.

Robinson made sure all
the equipment was ac-
counted for and hung uni-
forms in the lockers for his
players.

After a seven-inning battle
with an archrival in which
Robinson intensely directed
his team, the squad num-
bering 15 or so was back on

ONLINE
Read the other
two stories in
this series
at Herald-
Courier.com.

See COACHES, Page A7

Doctors seek why obesitymay be tied to serious virus
BY CANDICE CHOI
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In the early days
of the pandemic, doctors noticed
something about the people se-
verely ill from COVID-19: Many
were obese.

The link became more appar-
ent as coronavirus swept across
the globe and data mounted, and
researchers are still trying to fig-
ure out why.

Excess weight increases the
chances of developing a number

of health problems, including
heart disease and diabetes. And
those are among the conditions
that can make COVID-19 pa-
tients more likely to get very sick.

But there’s some evidence that
obesity itself can increase the
likelihood of serious complica-
tions from a coronavirus infec-

tion. One study of more than
5,200 infected people, including
35% who were obese, found that
the chances of hospitalization
rose for people with higher BMIs,
even when taking into account
other conditions that could put
them at risk.

Scientists are still studying the
factors that might be at play —
the way obesity affects the im-
mune system may be one — but
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Members of the Commemorative Air Force’s Airbase Arizona land the B-17 Flying Fortress “Sentimental Journey” at the
Tri-Cities Airport on Tuesday. The B-17 is one of only five currently flying in the world out of over 12,000 manufactured
for combat during WWII. The plane will be at Tri-City Aviation through Sunday with tours and flights available.

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee landed just ahead of the
B-17 Tuesday at the Tri-Cities Airport and took a
quick tour and spoke with pilot Mike Pfleger (right).

FLYING LEGEND
Historic B-17 bomber
touches down in the
Tri-Cities for rides, tours

ONLINE
Watch video of the B-17 bomber
touching down in the Tri-Cities with
this story at HeraldCourier.com.

If You Go
» What: Flying Legends of Victory Tour
» Where: 350 Aviation Drive, Blountville,Tennessee
» Tours: Wednesday,Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Friday through Monday 2-6 p.m.
» Plane Rides: Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.
» Purchase Tickets for plane ride: www.azcaf.org/
location/bristol-tn-tour-stop/
» Cost: Ground tours: $10 per person, $20 for a
family of four, tickets purchased at airplane and no
reservation required;
Rides, $425 per waist compartment seat (six available);
$850 per bombardier/navigator seat (two available)

BY LEIF GREISS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Sentimental Jour-
ney’s polished aluminum hull gleamed in
the morning sunlight and its four propeller

engines roared as the 34,000-pound behemoth
touched down at Tri-Cities Aviation in Blountville
on Tuesday.

As a part of the Commemorative Air Force’s
Flying Legends of Victory Tour, the Boeing B-17
Flying Fortress is available for plane rides and
grounded tours at Tri-Cities Aviation every day
through Monday and rides will be available Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday mornings.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, masks are
required during flights and tours.

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, who just happened to
arrive at Tri-Cities Aviation about the same time
the bomber did, took the first tour. Lee, who was
en route to Johnson City, said he was impressed
by the experience of climbing around the plane’s
interior.

Developed in the 1930s, the B-17 is 74 feet long,
boasts a nearly 104-foot wingspan and is able to
carry an 8,000 pound payload. During World War
II, thousands of B-17s soared over the skies of
western Europe and the Pacific Ocean, dropping
nearly 1.3 billion pounds of bombs on the Axis
powers.

Today, Sentimental Journey is one of roughly

INSIDE
» AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine
study paused after one illness. B4

See OBESITY, Page A6

Trump,
Biden and
the road
to 270
electoral
votes

BY STEVE PEOPLES, KATHLEEN

HENNESSEY and JILL COLVIN
The Associated Press

WAYZATA, Minn. — For
such a volatile year, the
White House race between
President Donald Trump
and Democratic challenger
Joe Biden has been remark-
ably consistent.

With Election Day just
eight weeks
away, Biden
is maintain-
ing the same
c o m f o r t a b l e
lead in most
national polls that he en-
joyed through the summer.
He also has an advantage,
though narrower, in many
of the battleground states
that will decide the election.
Trump remains in striking
distance, banking on the
intensity of his most loyal
supporters and the hope
that disillusioned Repub-
licans ultimately swing his
way.

Still, both parties are
braced for the prospect of
sudden changes ahead, par-
ticularly as Trump makes
an aggressive pitch to white
suburban voters focused on
safety and fear of violent
unrest. It’s unclear how well
his rhetoric will resonate,
but Democrats insist it can’t
be ignored, especially in the
upper Midwest.

That’s especially true in
Minnesota, a state that
hasn’t voted for a Republi-
can presidential candidate
since 1972. Democrats
there say they’re increas-
ingly concerned that the
state is genuinely in play
this year.

“Trump can win Minne-
sota,” said Rep. Dean Phil-
lips, who in 2018 became
the first Democrat to win

See VOTES, Page A6

VOLLEYBALL
Sullivan Central girls

beat archrival Sullivan
East in Three Rivers

Conference clash

Casino
TV ad

begins
airing


