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SHOPWITH PEACE OFMIND

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — A recent Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality email termed
a situation with pumps at the
Bristol, Virginia landfill as
“dire,” prompting City Council
action this week.

DEQ initially sent the city a
warning letter May 27 after its
inspectors found issues with
the gradient water pump and
leachate system during an
April 16 inspection. The warn-
ing letter directed the city to
resolve the issue or face finan-

cial penalties.
During another on-site visit

this month, inspectors learned
nothing had been done regard-
ing the pumps, prompting DEQ
Regional Director Jeffrey Hurst
to express concern to City Man-
ager Randy Eads in a Nov. 5
email.

“As you know we had some
folks onsite again yesterday,
however concentrating on the
solid waste program areas dur-
ing this visit. After their visit
yesterday, it was brought to my
attention the dire situation we
have looming with the condi-

tion of the gradient control and
leachate pumps,” Hurst wrote
in the email.

“I fully recognize all the at-
tention and efforts that have
been made toward addressing
the odor issues at the landfill
but additionally we have a se-
rious issue looming with these
pumps. I cannot stress to you
enough the urgency that is
needed to address these ab-
solutely critical infrastructure
systems, immediately,” Hurst
wrote.

Over the next two weeks, the
city worked under the emer-

gency provision of the Virginia
Procurement Act. Rather than
putting the project out for bids,
it sought quotes from three
firms, received two respons-
es then called a City Council
meeting Nov. 22, the day prior
to its regular meeting, to ap-
prove a contract with Charles R.
Underwood Inc. for $228,656 to
conduct the work.

The contractor is expected to
arrive next week, and that work
is expected to be completed in
seven to eight weeks, Eads told
the City Council during its Nov.

BY ROBERT SORRELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Spreading joy on
Thanksgiving, St. Luke United Meth-
odist Church celebrated the holiday

by providing meals to local residents on
Thursday.

The church, located on the Virginia side of
the state line in Bristol, has hosted an annual
dinner for more than 20 years.

“It’s a way the church looks to give back
to the community,” said Steve Patterson, St.
Luke’s pastor.

A church member previously established
an endowment to fund the dinner. About
300 people have attended the event in past
years, except in 2020, when COVID-19 led
the congregation to cancel the event.

Patterson said because case numbers have
been down and about 98% of the congre-
gation has been vaccinated, the church
decided to host the event on Thursday.

“They’ve been working for more than a
month gathering stuff,” Patterson said.

About 25 volunteers helped shop, cook and
serve the community, he said. Guests were
greeted at the door and served at a table.
They enjoyed turkey, dressing, green beans,
cranberry sauce and pumpkin or apple pie.

“It is a way of sharing Christ’s love with
the community,” said Patterson, noting that
the volunteers enjoy serving people. “We
don’t have people standing in line. We serve
them.”

Dozens of people turned out for the event
Thursday, including volunteers from Ten-
nessee and Virginia.

Ann Cunningham doesn’t attend church
at St. Luke but said she wanted to help. The
woman, who attends church in Emory, Vir-
ginia, said she had always wanted to volun-
teer at a Thanksgiving dinner. When she and
her friend discovered the dinner at St. Luke,
they decided to volunteer.

See LANDFILL, Page A4

France calls
for aid after
27migrant
deaths at sea

BY BOBBY CAINA CALVAN

and THOMAS PEIPERT
Associated Press

Back in the spring, Pauline
Criel and her cousins talked
about reuniting for Thanksgiv-
ing at her home near Detroit
after many painful months of
seclusion because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

But the virus had a different
plan. Michigan is now the na-
tion’s hot spot. Hospitals there
are teeming with patients,
and schools are scaling back
in-person learning. A resur-
gent virus has pushed new in-
fections in the U.S. to 95,000
daily, hospitals in Minnesota,
Colorado and Arizona are also
under pressure, and health of-
ficials are pleading with unvac-
cinated people not to travel.

Criel’s big family feast was
put on hold. She was roasting
a turkey and whipping togeth-
er a pistachio fluff salad — an
annual tradition — but only
for her, her husband and two
grown boys.

“I’m going to wear my
stretchy pants and eat too
much — and no one’s going to
care,” she said.

Her story reflects the Thanks-
giving dilemma that families
across America are facing as
the gatherings become bur-
dened with the same political

See HOLIDAYS, Page A7

ST. LUKE UNITED METHODIST

ROBERT SORRELL/BRISTSOL HERALD COURIER

Volunteers served community members a sit-down Thanksgiving meal at St. Luke United Methodist
Church on Thursday, featuring turkey, dressing, green beans, cranberry sauce and pumpkin and apple pies.

Love to share

BY OLEG CETINIC
and JOHN LEICESTER

Associated Press

CALAIS, France — Helicopters
buzzed above the waves and
vessels were already scouring
the cold waters when French
maritime rescue volunteer
Charles Devos added his boat
to the frantic search for a flimsy
migrant craft that foundered in
the English Channel, killing at
least 27.

What Devos found was grue-
some. But not, he later sorrow-
fully acknowledged, wholly un-
expected. With migrants often
setting off by the hundreds in
flotillas of unseaworthy and
overloaded vessels into the busy
shipping lane crisscrossed by
hulking freighters, and frequent-
ly beset by treacherous weather,
waves and currents, Devos had
long feared that tragedy would
ensue.

That came this week, with the
deadliest migration accident to
date on the dangerous stretch
of sea that separates France and
Britain.

“We picked up six floating
bodies. We passed by an inflat-
able craft that was deflated. The
little bit of air remaining kept it
afloat,” Devos told reporters.

“I’d been somewhat expecting
it because I’d say, ‘It’s going to
end with a drama,’” he said.

France and Britain appealed
Thursday for European assis-
tance, promised stepped-up
efforts to combat people-smug-
gling networks and also traded
blame and barbs in the wake of
Wednesday’s deadly sinking that
shone a light on the scale and
complexity of Europe’s migra-
tion problems.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson sent French President
Emmanuel Macron and the EU
leadership a letter Thursday
proposing joint sea, air and land
patrols starting as soon as next

See MIGRANTS, Page A4
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