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ESTIMATED 600,000 AFFECTED

Driving cause
Trump
signs
Sept. 11
victims’
fund
extension

BY ERIC TUCKER,
MARY CLARE JALONICK

and DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s pick
for national intelligence di-
rector has been mayor of
a small Texas city, a federal
prosecutor and a member of
Congress. But questions were
already emerging Monday
about whether those qualifi-
cations are adequate for the
position as the nation con-
fronts threats that include
foreign election interference,
North Korea’s nuclear ambi-
tions and the risk of war with
Iran.

Rep. John Ratcliffe is also
known as a Trump loyalist,
which makes his lack of rel-
evant experience even more
striking at a time when cur-
rent and former government
officials expect Russia to
interfere in the 2020 presi-
dential election just as it did
in unprecedented fashion
when Trump first ran.

“Ratcliffe comes to the job
with the least national secu-
rity experience and the most
partisan political experience
of any previous director of
national intelligence,” said
Michael Morell, a former act-
ing CIA director who now
hosts the “Intelligence Mat-
ters” podcast.

The director of national
intelligence has oversight of
the nation’s 17 intelligence
agencies, a significant job
touching all corners of na-
tional security policymaking.
If confirmed, Ratcliffe would
be the principal intelligence
adviser to Trump, who has
appeared determined to sur-
round himself with protec-
tors and defenders even in
national security positions
that haven’t historically been
perceived as overtly partisan.

It is unclear what specific
experience Ratcliffe will
bring in helping thwart for-
eign government efforts to
interfere in American poli-
tics. Also unknown is wheth-
er skepticism he has voiced
in Congress about special
counsel Robert Mueller’s in-
vestigation into ties between
Russia and the Trump cam-
paign will affect his prepara-
tion for, or response to, any
foreign influence or cyberat-
tacks on campaigns.

Ratcliffe, who was among
the most aggressive Repub-
lican questioners of Mueller
at public hearings last week,
would replace outgoing di-
rector Dan Coats at a time
of broader reshuffling within
the national security leader-

BY JILL COLVIN
and JONATHAN LEMIRE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump on Monday
signed a bill ensuring that a vic-
tims’ compensation fund help-
ing those impacted by the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks never runs out
of money, ending years of legis-
lative gridlock as the number of
first responders dying of Ground
Zero-related illnesses mounted.

Appearing in the Rose Gar-
den with more than 60 first re-
sponders from the 2001 terror-
ist attacks, Trump signed into
law an extension of the fund
through 2092, essentially mak-
ing it permanent.

“You inspire all of humanity,”
Trump said of the “true Ameri-
can warriors” who rushed to
assist victims that day and
searched for remains for
months after.

The president said that the
nation has a “sacred obligation”
to care for the responders and
their families.

The $7.4 billion fund had
been rapidly depleting, and
administrators recently cut
benefit payments by up to 70%.
The bill passed Congress on a
bipartisan basis but only after
delays by some Republicans
exposed the legislative branch
to brutal criticism from activ-
ists, including the comedian
Jon Stewart.

Doubts grow
aboutTrump
pick for US
intel chief
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Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam leaves the DMV Connect office set up Monday in the Washington County Government
Center in Abingdon. Northam is touring the state promoting his driver’s licenses reinstatement program.

Northam touts license restoration at Abingdon stop

The governor’s budget includes
a provision that prohibits courts
from suspending driving privi-
leges solely for failure to pay court
fines and costs, effective July 1.
Also effective July 1, any Virginia
resident whose driver’s license has
been suspended for that single
reason will have his or her driving
privileges restored and the associ-
ated reinstatement fee waived.

The program will affect an esti-
mated 600,000, Northam said.

“It’s almost a tenth of our popu-
lation in Virginia. We talk about
the inequities, we talk about our
economy and being able to get
to work,” Northam said. “When
people can’t afford their fines and
fees and court costs — and are
penalized by having their driver’s
licenses revoked — it takes away
their independence, and they
can’t get to work.”

Northam said the policy dis-
criminated against the poor.

“It’s 600,000 Virginians. We
were able to put the money in the
budget this year, and it passed the
Senate and the House,” Northam
said. “So far, more than 36,000
Virginians had their licenses re-
turned. It’s a win for the individu-

als, and it’s also a win for Virginia,
so these people can get back to
work and be productive members
of society.”

The change only affects a
person’s ability to get a driver’s
license. It does not eliminate the
requirement to pay the underlying
court costs and fines, according to
a written statement. Additionally,
Virginians whose driving privileg-

es are suspended or revoked for
other reasons, in addition to fail-
ure to pay court fines and costs,
will need to meet any other court
or DMV requirements to include
payment of reinstatement fees to
regain driving privileges.

The governor made two other
area stops Monday, touting a
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A
BINGDON, Va. — Gov. Ralph Northam championed a program to restore
driving privileges Monday during a visit to Southwest Virginia. � In his
second of three stops Monday, the governor spoke with area leaders at

the Washington County Government Center and visited a Department of Motor
Vehicles Connect center. The legislation, which went into effect July 1, helps former
felons who owe court fees and fines to regain their driver’s licenses.

See NORTHAM, Page A4
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Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam speaks with members of the Virginia DMV
Connect West team, (left to right) Victor Basham, Alyssa Nance and
Machael Dooley, while they set up Monday at the Washington County
Government Building in Abingdon.
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