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ABINGDON, Va. — Speaker after speaker
urged the Washington County Board of Su-
pervisors on Monday not to “rush” into mov-
ing the county’s court functions to the former
Kmart building at a strip mall in Abingdon.

Allison Mays, the board’s vice chairwoman,
also suggested that the board consider other
options.

Still, during the called meeting, Mays joined
fellow supervisors in voting “yes” on a mo-
tion by Supervisor Dwayne Ball to enter into
a purchase option on the former Kmart, now
being considered as a new courthouse site to
alleviate crowded conditions at the 150-year-
old Washington County Courthouse.

The board now plans to file a court petition
to give voters an option with a November
referendum: Should the circuit court stay in

place or make the move to the former Kmart,
which is expected to cost about $30 million.

“The people will decide this, not the Board
of Supervisors,” said Supervisor Mike Rush.

For months, the supervisors have wrestled
with what to do about the crowded court-
house, which has security issues and inad-
equate space and parking.

The vacant Kmart building, owned by the
parent company of Food City, has been con-
sidered an option because it contains about
89,000 square feet — about what an engi-
neering study deems sufficient for the coun-

ty’s court functions.
Only one speaker out of 11 voiced clear

support for moving to the old Kmart. Others,
including local lawyers, reminded the board
that the Washington County Bar Associa-
tion recently voted unanimously against any
move from the historic courthouse in down-
town Abingdon.

“To abandon it at this point at its life and
our lives is unthinkable,” said speaker Mary
Lynn Tate, an Abingdon attorney who sug-
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Sullivan County bus driver Joe Baker makes a stop along
his route on Monday morning.

SULLIVAN COUNTY
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B
LOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — Bus driver Joe Mill-
er greeted some Sullivan County students
with a “Good morning” Monday as they

boarded the bus for their first day of school and
an unexpected ride with new Director of Schools
David Cox.

For at least 15 years, it’s been a tradition for Cox
to ride a bus on the first day of school, he said.

School site estimates range from$4.2M to $5.9M
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New director
of schools joins
students for
first bus ride

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Site prepa-
ration costs — ranging from
$4.2 million to $5.9 million for
three possible new elementary
school locations — found little
favor Monday with the city
School Board.

Engineering firm Thompson
& Litton examined the three
potential locations after the
board and City Council agreed
last month to pursue sites near
the center of the city, specifi-
cally the Kingtown area.

The “rough estimates” were
$4.2 million for an undevel-
oped 50-acre Portsmouth Av-
enue site the city would have
to acquire for $299,000; $4.59
million to tear down Wash-
ington-Lee Elementary and
build a new structure — pri-
marily on the adjoining sports

field; and $5.97 million to tear
down Highland View Elemen-
tary and erect a new building

— primarily where the public
ballpark is.

Those figures don’t include
the estimated $12 million to
$14 million to construct a
building for 430 students nor
any street improvements that
might be needed to accom-
modate bus and parent traffic.

Last year, the board pro-
posed building a 650-student
building adjacent to the ex-
isting Van Pelt Elementary, a
project that would cost about
$18 million, since the city al-
ready owns the land. However,
the City Council rejected that
project, and in recent meet-
ings, all sides agreed to look
into building a third elemen-
tary school, closing Highland
View and Washington-Lee
while retaining Van Pelt and
Stonewall Jackson.

Interest rates have declined
since that proposal and its
4.55% interest rate was first
advanced, Superintendent
Keith Perrigan told the board.
At today’s rate of 3.98%, the
city could save $5 million over
the 30-year term.

“The Van Pelt project still
looks the most feasible,” board
Chairman Steve Fletcher said
after the meeting. “None of
them are cheap, and a lot of
things are involved. Every
time a new site comes avail-
able, there are other things
that come up. … I want noth-
ing but the best for our com-
munity and our students. My
hope is there is still something
out there that may pop up.”

As proposed, a central school
zone would become the city’s
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Rough estimates from
Thompson & Litton
engineering firm

$4.2 million
» Portsmouth Avenue option:
Buy 50 acres for $299,000

$4.59 million
» Washington-Lee option:
Tear down existing Washington-
Lee School and build on sports
field.

$5.97 million
» Highland View option: Tear
down existing school and build
on public ballpark.

See ESTIMATES, Page A8
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Public urges board not to ‘rush’ on courthouse
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Washington County supervisors
greenlight buying old Kmart if
referendum is approved, despite
concerns raised by commenters


