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The next manager of the Sul-
livan County Animal Shelter ad-
mits he’s not an animal expert,
but he said he’s willing to listen
to and work with employees,
volunteers and the community
toward what’s best for the ani-
mals.

Terry Johnson, 53, of Bluff City,
was hired by the Animal Shelter
Board of Sullivan County’s Ex-

ecutive Committee as a county
employee in May. His start date
isn’t concrete but is slated dur-
ing the first week of July.

Board President Linda Brit-
tenham said earlier this month

the board is working through a
“transition plan” with county
officials to take over operations
of the Blountville shelter. It isn’t
known when the board will
take over. The county has been
in charge of shelter operations
since Jan. 1, 2018.

During an interview with the
Bristol Herald Courier, Johnson
said he’ll resign as the Bristol
Tennessee Police Department’s
evidence custodian on June 21.

He’s worked at the department
for 30 years, holding several po-
sitions, including patrol officer
for 25 years and field training of-
ficer for 10 years.

While Johnson said he doesn’t
have any experience running
an animal shelter, he pointed
out that he, like any other on-
duty city patrol officer, has an-
swered many animal control
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After 30 years of being a Bristol, Tennessee,
officer, Terry Johnson is looking forward to
the new challenge of being the next director
of the Sullivan County Animal Shelter.

Next animal shelter director discusses why he’s a good fit
ONLINE
View a copy of the
shelter manager
job description
and Johnson’s

resume at HeraldCourier.com.

Council debates school funding
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — City leaders
found precious little consensus
Wednesday during an hourlong
discussion about how much
money to allocate for school im-
provements.

After meeting with the School
Board last month to discuss
school needs, the council delved
into strategies to make school
buildings compliant with the
federal Americans with Dis-

abilities Act and address safety
and structural concerns. On
Wednesday, each council mem-
ber opined on different aspects
of the problem before agreeing
to postpone any real decision
until at least the council’s June
25 meeting. They are scheduled

to reconvene with the School
Board July 1.

The council recently appropri-
ated $100,000 for some imme-
diate work at three elementary
schools with plans to approve an-
other $100,000 after the new fiscal
year begins July 1.

Estimates provided by school
division consultants placed those
costs at between $14 million and
$63 million — depending on the
degree of work undertaken and if
all schools would be included.
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K
iyana Page, 9, and Wyatt Vance, 8, play in the water at Steele Creek Park on Wednesday afternoon.
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Watchdog: Abuse and neglect in nursing homes unreported
BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Nurs-
ing facilities have failed to
report thousands of serious
cases of potential neglect
and abuse of seniors on
Medicare even though it’s
a federal requirement for

them to do so, according to
a watchdog report released
Wednesday that calls for
a new focus on protecting
frail patients.

Auditors with the Health
and Human Services in-
spector general’s office
drilled down on episodes

serious enough that the
patient was taken straight
from a nursing facility to a
hospital emergency room.
Scouring Medicare billing
records, they estimated
that in 2016 about 6,600
cases reflected potential
neglect or abuse that was

not reported as required.
Nearly 6,200 patients were
affected.

“Mandatory reporting is
not always happening, and
beneficiaries deserve to
be better protected,” said
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BY ZEKE MILLER and JILL COLVIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Wednesday
that if a foreign power offered
dirt on his 2020 opponent, he’d
be open to accepting it and that
he’d have no obligation to call in
the FBI.

“I think I’d want to
hear it,” Trump said
in an interview with
ABC News, adding,
“There’s nothing
wrong with listen-
ing.”

The role of
Trump’s eldest son,
Donald Trump Jr.,
in organizing a 2016
meeting with a Rus-
sian lawyer offering
negative information on Hillary
Clinton was a focus of special
counsel Robert Mueller’s probe
of Russian meddling in the last
presidential campaign.

Mueller painstakingly docu-
mented Russian efforts to boost
Trump’s campaign and under-
mine that of his Democratic ri-
val. But while Mueller’s investi-
gation didn’t establish a criminal
conspiracy between Russia and
Trump’s campaign, Trump re-
peatedly praised WikiLeaks in
2016 and celebrated information
exposed by Russian hackers.
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