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Worldwide
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‘MAKE GOOD DECISIONS’

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Members of the Bristol Tennessee Junior Vikings football team go through a practice session at Whitetop Creek Park recently.
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ABOVE: Members of the
Bristol Tennessee Junior
Vikings football team practice
drills at Whitetop Creek Park.
LEFT: Kids take part in the
Bristol, Virginia youth soccer
league at Sugar Hollow Park.
Local youth sports leagues are
trying to return to as normal
as possible, while still trying
to encourage players and fans
to observe COVID-19 safety.

THE GAMES GO ON
Youth sports continue to rebound from COVID-19 pandemic
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In this combination photo, Virginia
gubernatorial candidates, Democrat
Terry McAuliffe (left) and Republican
Glenn Youngkin at an event in
McLean, Virginia, on Sept. 1.

BY JILL COLVIN and SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — When
Donald Trump rallied Republi-
cans this past week to vote for
GlennYoungkin for governor in
Virginia, the former president
called in to a gathering of die-

hard support-
ers. That may
be the closest
he gets to cam-
paigning in the
most closely
watched elec-
tion of 2021.

While sched-
ules could

change in the final weeks of
the race, the two are not ex-
pected to turn out together in
person before the Nov. 2 elec-
tion against Democrat Terry
McAuliffe.

“Is Trump going to come to
Virginia? Yes. But it will be af-
ter the election for a victory
rally,” said conservative talk
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P
arents love their children, but even the
most patient of fathers and mothers
can use an occasional break.

Never was that more clear than last
year when the COVID-19 pandemic forced
kids to stay inside, avoid contact with others
and do their schooling virtually. That also
left plenty of leisure time spent watching TV,
playing video games, looking at their phones
or simply being kids.

“Parents are really struggling with the kids
at home,” said Shawn Ruefer, athletic super-
visor for Bristol Virginia Parks and Recreation.
“They need a break so they are starting to get
them out to do things.”

High on the list are youth sports, whether
it is baseball, tackle football, flag football,
softball, soccer, anything that can be played
outdoors. Basketball leagues could return in
the winter, but that remains to be seen since
they play indoors.

“That is the biggest call I get on a daily
basis. ‘Hey, are you doing basketball this year?
Please, we need to get the kids out of the
house,’” Ruefer said. “They need to be out of
the house, they need to get back to living life
in a normal aspect of doing things. They are
really looking for any activity that their child
can be in right now.”

Katie Nelson can relate. Her 4-year-old
son Wyatt had been eager to get involved in
sports, and is currently playing flag football
with the Bristol Parks and Recreation at Sugar
Hollow Park. Nelson, and her husband, Bran-
don, plan to sign him up for basketball and
soccer in the future as well.

“He actually loves it. He has wanted to play
a sport for a while,” Nelson said. “I thought it
would be a good opportunity for him to get
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Jim Riggs left lasting
legacy from golden era
of high school football
in Southwest Virginia


