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DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

With cars driving by, Keith Yonker, owner of The Angry Italian restaurant on Sixth Street in Bristol, Tennessee, talks about the new sidewalk installed
by the city and the effects that it has had on the businesses on the one-way street. Parking, dangerous driving and flooding issues have been cited.

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Mountain Empire Comics owner Robert Pilk points to the parking
that he lost when the new sidewalk was put in on Sixth Street.

Sixth Street woes

Dining strip project causing indigestion for some business owners
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — A project by
the city of Bristol, Tennessee,
meant to encourage outdoor

dining downtown has some business
owners on Sixth Street relocating or
on the verge of doing so because they
say it created problems with parking,
dangerous driving and flooding.

But they said one thing the new
outdoor dining strip the city installed
hasn’t drawn is outdoor dining.

In July, city staff widened a section
of sidewalk on Sixth Street between
Shelby and State streets so it could
be used for outdoor dining and cafe
seating. But business owners, some
who appeared before City Council at
its Tuesday night meeting, said since
the project’s completion there have
been nothing but problems.

To create space for the dining strip,
the city eliminated nine of 15 parking
spaces on Sixth Street and though
there is a parking lot on the east-
ern side of the street, it is privately
owned, and towing is enforced.

Lewis Foreman, who owns Fore-
man and Associates in the Central
Building on Sixth Street, said people
still park where spaces used to be,
blocking the entire street, and others
have started to park on the sidewalk.

Dave Vaught, who has owned Top
Hat Magic Supply on Sixth Street for
15 years, said he was already consid-
ering moving before the dining strip
was built, but the conditions created
by the change convinced him to
relocate.

Valentina Rose, who owns Valentina’s
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Sullivan
students
to receive
bulletproof
inserts for
backpacks
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in honor of slain
SCSO Sgt. Hinkle

BYTHE
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23
Total of mass killings so far this

year in the U.S.;

131
The number of people who died;

25
The number of mass killings in
2018, which claimed 140 lives.

SOURCE: Database compiled by

The Associated Press, Northeastern

University and USA Today

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. —
One hundred “higher needs”
Sullivan County students will
receive donated bulletproof
backpack inserts, and Sher-
iff Jeff Cassidy said it couldn’t
have come at a better time,
following three recent mass
shootings in the U.S.

“If people want to get in a
shootout, they’d come to a
police station, but they don’t,”
Cassidy said. “They want to
go to soft targets — nurs-
ing homes, assisted living
facilities, day cares, schools,
churches — where they can
do the most harm in the least
amount of time. … It’s just the

Shootings prompt other countries to warn about travel to US
BY SCOTT SMITH

The Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela — The
United States often takes a lead-
ing role in calling out the world’s
most dangerous places, warning
its people about the risks of trav-
eling to countries that are at war,
under terrorist threats, experi-
encing civil unrest or displaying

significant anti-American senti-
ment.

The latest mass shootings have
triggered a sharp role reversal, with
three countries warning their citi-
zens about the risks of traveling to
the U.S.\ Venezuela, Uruguay and
Japan issued warnings to varying
degrees following the deaths of 31
people over the weekend in Day-

ton, Ohio, and El Paso, Texas. Each
warning noted U.S. gun violence,
and at least one was laced with a
dose of political payback.

Without directly naming Presi-
dent Donald Trump, the govern-
ment of Venezuelan President
Nicolás Maduro blamed the surge
in violence on speeches emanat-
ing from Washington that are

“impregnated with racial discrim-
ination and hatred against immi-
grants.” It urges Venezuelans to
postpone U.S. trips.

Countries such as Australia,
New Zealand and the Netherlands
have not issued new warnings in
recent days, but they have long-
standing advisories for travelers of
mass shootings and gun violence.
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