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BMS announces it’s bringing back RaceWeek Parties
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Race fans
gearing up for the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race will be able to
celebrate in every one of the Tri-
Cities, as Bristol Motor Speed-
way announced Wednesday it’s
bringing back Race Week Parties.

At a news conference at BMS,
speedway officials and represen-
tatives from each of the Tri-Cities
shared news on the parties as
well as new features and updates
to the speedway that were added
ahead of the night race on Aug.
17.

On Aug. 12, Kingsport will kick
off festivities from 6-10 p.m.
with a shindig at the Cattails at
MeadowView. It will be held in
conjunction with the World Long
Drive Association’s Tennessee

Big Shots Benefiting Niswonger
Children’s Hospital. The event
will be free, and attendees will

be able to enjoy live music by the
Benny Wilson Band, food trucks
and special guest appearances.

The following day, Aug. 13,
Johnson City will hold its Gear-
ing Up for America’s Night Race,
a slow 30-minute bike ride
around the city that ends at
Founders Park. Once at the park,
attendees of the free event can
enjoy food trucks, drinks from
Atlantic Ale House, a kids’ zone
and NASCAR-related attractions
like stock cars and guests.

ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Jerry Caldwell, executive vice president and general manager of Bristol
Motor Speedway, talks about new fan amenities at the speedway for those
coming to see the race activities in August. The night race is set for Aug. 17.

Sullivan OKs 2-cent tax hike

AWALK IN THE PARK

PHOTOS BY ANDRE TEAGUE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BOVE: A large snapping turtle basks on a rock with

a hitchhiking dragonfly Wednesday in the wetlands

at Sugar Hollow Park in Bristol, Virginia. BELOW: A

young green heron stands in the deep shade as it hunts for

food. LEFT: A whitetail deer looks around at the park.

RACE TICKETS
» Tickets for the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race start at $65
and are $10 for children 12
years old or younger. Tickets
can be purchased by calling the
speedway, going to www.bristoltix.
com or from any Food City store.

See RACE, Page A9

Facing calls for
resignation,
Acosta defends
Epstein deal

Bristol Hotel
ranked

among US,
world’s best

BY JILL COLVIN and RICHARD LARDNER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trying to tamp
down calls for his resignation,
Labor Secretary Alex Acosta on
Wednesday defended his handling
of a sex-trafficking case involving
now-jailed financier Jeffrey Ep-
stein, insisting he got the toughest
deal he could at the
time.

In a nearly hour-
long news confer-
ence, Acosta retraced
the steps that federal
prosecutors took in
the case when he
was U.S. attorney for
the Southern District
of Florida a decade ago, insisting
that “in our heart we were trying
to do the right thing for these vic-
tims.” He said prosecutors were
working to avoid a more lenient
arrangement that would have al-
lowed Epstein to “walk free.”

“We believe that we proceeded
appropriately,” he said, a conten-
tion challenged by critics who say
Epstein’s penalty was egregiously
light.

The episode reignited this week
when federal prosecutors in New
York brought a new round of child
sex-trafficking charges against the

Acosta

See ACOSTA, Page A9

7 ON 7
Scrimmages assist prep
teams for season ahead

BY LURAH SPELL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BLOUNTVILLE, Tenn. — The
Sullivan County Commission
on Wednesday voted to in-
crease the property tax rate by
2 cents to offset spending out

of the county’s fund balance,
or surplus fund, to pay for 14
school resource officers, ad-
ditional jail employees, a 2%
raise for eligible county em-
ployees and $297,000 in com-
bined new funding for the

Bristol and Kingsport fire de-
partments.

That spending comes to more
than $2.5 million with the
2-cent increase offsetting the
spending by $738,000. The esti-
mated fund balance at the end

of the 2019-20 fiscal year is just
over $8.2 million.

Commissioner Hershel Glov-
er proposed a plan to keep the
tax rate at $2.55 per $100 of as-
sessed value, contingent on a
resolution he said he’ll intro-

duce next week to take $600,000
back from Sullivan County
Schools for sewer infrastruc-
ture work already underway at
Sullivan East High School and

See SULLIVAN, Page A9


