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B
RISTOL, Tenn. — The portion of
U.S. Highway 11W that weaves
through Sullivan County was

dedicated to a fallen Sheriff’s Office
sergeant on Monday — a man known
by many as humble and kind.

The stretch of highway beginning in
Bristol to its end at the Hawkins County
line is now named the Sgt. Steve Hinkle
Memorial Highway.

Hinkle was shot Feb. 23 when re-
sponding to a welfare check call in
Blountville off of Highway 11W. He died
three days later. He was a 33-year Sher-
iff’s Office veteran who worked in many
positions during his time there, includ-
ing as a corrections officer in the jail,
a patrol officer and a school resource
officer in the county’s east and central
zones.

Two of Hinkle’s six sisters, Margaret
Neal and Lisa Clark, told the Bristol Her-

ald Courier before the dedication cer-
emony that their brother was humble
and he would have been overwhelmed
by the honor. Hinkle was the oldest of

Highway named for fallen Sullivan County officer in dedication ceremony

Trump puts new sanctions on Iran leader
BY DEB RIECHMANN
and KEVIN FREKING
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump signed an execu-
tive order on Monday targeting
Iran’s supreme leader and his as-
sociates with financial sanctions,
the latest action the U.S. has
taken to discourage Tehran from
developing nuclear weapons
and supporting militant groups.

The sanctions follow Iran’s
downing of a more than $100

million U.S. surveillance drone
over the Strait of Hormuz. Trump
pulled back from the brink of re-
taliatory military strikes on Iran
last week but is continuing his
pressure campaign against the
nation.

“These measures represent
a strong and proportionate re-
sponse to Iran’s increasingly pro-
vocative actions,” Trump told re-
porters in the Oval Office.

“We will continue to increase

pressure on Tehran until the re-
gime abandons its dangerous
activities and its aspirations, in-
cluding the pursuit of nuclear
weapons, increased enrichment
of uranium, development of bal-
listic missiles, engagement and
support for terrorism, fueling of
foreign conflicts and belligerent
acts directed against the United
States and its allies.”

Trump pulled the U.S. out of
the nuclear pact that world pow-

ers made with Tehran in 2015.
Other nations stayed in the deal,
which eased sanctions on Iran in
exchange for curbing its nuclear
program. Trump called it a one-
sided deal in Iran’s favor and re-
imposed sanctions but says he
wants to negotiate a different
deal. Iran, which calls the sanc-
tions “economic terrorism,” has
shown no interest in negotiating.

Iran’s U.N. ambassador Majid
Takht Ravanchi said U.S.-Iran

talks are impossible under cur-
rent conditions, adding, “You
cannot start a dialogue with
someone who is threatening,
who is intimidating you.”

Ravanchi, who spoke with re-
porters while the U.N. Security
Council held closed consulta-
tions on the rising tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran, said
Washington should stop its
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Sullivan County officers unveil the sign during the dedication ceremony of the Sgt. Steve Hinkle Memorial Highway on Monday afternoon.

ONLINE
Watch video of Monday’s
dedication ceremony at
HeraldCourier.com

BY MARTHA MENDOZA and GARANCE BURKE
The Associated Press

The U.S. government has removed
most of the children from a remote
Border Patrol station in Texas follow-
ing reports that more than 300 chil-
dren were detained there, caring for
each other with inadequate food, wa-
ter and sanitation.

Just 30 children remained at the fa-
cility near El Paso on Monday, said
Rep. Veronica Escobar after her office
was briefed on the situation by an offi-
cial with Customs and Border Protec-
tion.

Attorneys who visited the Border Pa-
trol station in Clint, Texas, last week
said older children were trying to take
care of infants and toddlers, The As-
sociated Press first reported Thurs-
day. They described a 4-year-old with
matted hair who had gone without a
shower for days, and hungry, incon-
solable children struggling to soothe
one another. Some had been locked
for three weeks inside the facility,
where 15 children were sick with the
flu and another 10 were in medical
quarantine.

“How is it possible that you both were
unaware of the inhumane conditions
for children, especially tender-age
children at the Clint Station?” asked
Escobar in a letter sent Friday to U.S.
Customs and Border Protection acting
commissioner John Sanders and U.S.
Border Patrol chief Carla Provost.

See IRAN, Page A3

Migrant kids
will bemoved
to new facility

See CHILDREN, Page A7

‘He was Superman’

See HIGHWAY, Page A3
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In this May 22 file photo, migrants mainly
from Central America guide their children
through the entrance of a World War II-era
bomber hanger in Deming, New Mexico.


