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Virginia
lawmakers
have yet
to address
state budget

BY MICHAEL MARTZ
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Almost four weeks into a
special session called initially
to deal with a $2.7 billion pro-
jected hole in the state budget,
the Virginia General Assembly
is still looking for a road map to
an agreement on how to fill the
gap.

The House of Delegates and
Senate haven’t agreed on a pro-
cess for adopting their budgets
and reconciling their differenc-
es, much less on where to find
money to pay for some of the
more than $2 billion in spend-
ing priorities that Gov. Ralph
Northam proposes to cut be-
cause of a public health emer-
gency he declared on the same
day the assembly adopted the
$135 billion budget in March.

“I haven’t heard anyone say,
‘Here is the plan,’” said Secre-
tary of Finance Aubrey Layne,
who will appear before the Sen-
ate Finance & Appropriations
Committee on Tuesday to brief
lawmakers on revenues to pay
for spending in the $46 billion
general fund budget. The gener-
al fund, supported by state tax-
es, chiefly goes toward core ser-
vices such as education, health
care and public safety.

The lack of clear direction has
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Participants in the Science in Nature program at Blue Ridge Discovery Center learn about aquatic macroinvertebrate study through snorkeling.

Center offers classes on school off-days for area students

Renovations to
expand programs

at discovery center

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD COURIER

T
ROUTDALE, Va. — A nature center
in neighboring Washington Coun-
ty has developed a curriculum for
young learners in the wake of the

pandemic.
Blue Ridge Discovery Center in Trout-

dale, Virginia, is hosting a Science in
Nature Program geared for third, fourth
and fifth grade students in Washington
and Smyth counties.

The hands-on, outdoor program, of-
fered one day each week, is being con-
ducted at the center’s field station, about
18 miles south of Marion. Young learn-
ers can still join the current six-week
session or enroll in the second session
beginning Oct. 14.

Outdoor experiences range from na-
ture hikes and journaling to scientific
inquiry and data collection. Participants

explore ecology, botany, mammalogy,
entomology, ornithology, herpetology,
aquatic systems and more.

According to Lisa Benish, program di-
rector at the nonprofit organization, the
outdoor curriculum was developed after
schools in the region moved to 100% vir-
tual learning this fall, allowing the series
of hands-on programs to coincide with
the schedules of regional schools.

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD COURIER

TROUTDALE, Va. — The aim of the Blue
Ridge Discovery Center, when it was created
in 2008, was to offer hands-on experiential
learning for all ages while building the next
generation of stewards of the land.

For that, the nature center is off to a good
start with the renovation of a new residen-
tial education facility and development of
nature programs for all ages.

According to Lisa Benish, program direc-
tor, the center initially operated without a

If You Go
» What: Blue Ridge Discovery Center
» Where: 6402 Whitetop Road, Troutdale,
Virginia
» Register: www.blueridgediscovery
center.org/school-programs
» Stay updated: Follow the center on
Facebook
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Virus in US: 6 months in
BY TED ANTHONY
The Associated Press

For years, Erin Whitehead has been a
committed fan of the crisis-fueled medical
drama “Grey’s Anatomy.” She has watched
its doctors handle all manner of upheaval
inside their put-upon hospital — terrifying
diseases, destructive weather, bombs, mass
shootings, mental illness, uncertainty, grief.

Today, she turns to the emotionally drain-

ing show as a salve, something to take her
mind off of … well, off of everything this
jumbled year has delivered to her nation, to
her society, to her front door.

“Sixteen seasons of ‘Grey’s Anatomy’. That’s
what the past six months of 2020 have been,”
says Whitehead, a podcaster and full-time
mother in Pace, a town of 34,000 in Florida’s
panhandle. “We’ve all just been in triage. No-
body can sustain that level of stress.”

On Friday, March 13, 2020, a COVID cur-
tain descended upon the United States, and
a new season — a season of pandemic —
was born.

Now we are half a year into it — accus-
tomed in some ways, resistant in others,
grieving at what is gone, wondering with
great trepidation what will be.

March 13 saw COVID-19 descend upon US, leaving conflict, uncertainty and nearly 200,000 deaths
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