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Whether You’re Buying or Selling,
We Knock it Out of the Park!

HGTV Names Bristol, Virginia Top 50 Charming Small Towns!
NOW OPEN IN 2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU! DOWNTOWN BRISTOL & DOWNTOWN ABINGDON!
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g l&w PROOF OF MLB SPEEDWAY CLASSIC TICKET

SYROOTSIRENIONES

SEPT. 19-21, 2025 |l BRISTOL, TN&VA

THE TESKEY BROTHERS - SHANE SMITH & THE SAINTS

LUKAS NELSON - RICKY SKAGGS & KENTUCKY THUNDER
THE BAND PERRY - JOY OLADOKUN - STEEP CANYON RANGERS
PIGEONS PLAYING PING PONG - MOUNTAIN GRASS UNIT + 90 MORE!

w TICKETS, MERCH & MORE AT BRISTOLRHYTHM.COM &

MLB SPEEDWAY CLASSIC DISCOUNT AVAILABLE JUL. 27 - AUG. 9, 2025. REDEEM IN-STORE
@& THE BIRTHPLACE OF COUNTRY MUSIC MUSEUM (102 COUNTRY MUSIC WAY, BRISTOL, VA).
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5- 1eam Rosters
J “Play Ball” at BMS

, Many Reds, Braves
came through Appy League

’ﬁ Speedway Classic

’J Ruth, Stengel played exhibition
games in Bristol

Z” Hall of Famer Billy Wagner

Zﬁ Former Major Leaguer Yost

J” Nashville group eyes MLB
expansion

JZ Superfan Josh Hample baseball
collector

‘?ﬁ No-hitter tossed by Clyde

“Hardrock” Shoun in 1944

JJ Speedway Classic hits the Big
Apple

M Baseball personalities share
thoughts on Speedway Classic

A Special Supplement to

HC BRISTOL
HERALD COURIER

Truth. Accuracy. Fairness
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REAL ESTATE

ucTiION

Saturday, August 9, 2025  10:00 A.M.

Laura H. Queensberry Property
95 (%) Acres lays between Jonesboro Rd. and I - 81

at 20214 Halls Bottom Rd. Bristol, VA

R

| https://www.

ip.com/VA-AL

Far mors

=
/1337126.htm| ] ¢

= [

This 95 (z) acre farm is conveniently located between Lee Hwy. and Jonesboro
Road at 20214 Halls Bottom Road, Bristol, Virginia. It will be offered as 5 separate
tracts or combination of tracts or as a whole at auctioneer’s descretion. This tract

of land is one of the best to be offered for auction in many years. It has county

water available as well as the new Halls Bottom sewer line located across the

road. This farm has great development potential. All information provided as a

courtesy, deemed correct but shall be verified by buyer or buyer agent.

Terms: A 10% Buyers Premium will be added to final bid to determine final sellng price.
100 % down day of sale. Property will offered in Tracts and as a whole with a 10% fee to
block. Balance Due at closing in approximately 30 days

For more information on these properties: CALL MIKE 276-623-5900
This Auction is in cooperation with Countryside Realty, LLC,
Angela Anderson, 276-356-8700

The primary residence will be shown by appointment only.
Laura H. Quesenberry will retain an uninterrupted life estate
in the house tract containing 2.62 (+) acres.
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

FOR AUCTIONS OR PRIVATE SALES AND SHOWINGS CALL
ANDERSON AUCTIONEERS OR COUNTRY REALTY

THE REGIONS MOST EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE TEAM
WITH OVER 100 YEAR EXPERIENCE.

Mike - 276-623-5900
Angie - 276-628-2250
Joanna - 276-698-0925
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Announcements made day of sale take precedence over all printed materials.

ANDERSON AUCTIONEERS 1ic

436 W. Main St., Abingdon, VA 24210 ¢ 276623-5900
James Anderson VA Lic. #3031 ¢ Mike Anderson VA Lic. #376, TN Lic. #1743 z Adam D. Wilson VA Lic. #3434
Joanna Anderson 276-698-0925
Licensed in VA, TN & NC
www.andersonauctioneerslic.com

andersonauctioneerslic @ gmail.com Thank You For Your Business

Contact us for your next Auction
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Bat Thr. Age Hi. Wi. Birthplace

Grant Holmes 66 SP L R 29 60 226 Conway, SC
Rafael Montero 48 RP R R 34 6-0 193  Dominican Republic
Spencer Strider 99 SP R R 26 60 195 Columbus, OH
Jesse Chavez 60 RP R R 41 6-1 180 San Gabriel, CA
Davis Daniel 58 SP R R 28 6-1 190 Allanta, GA
Bryce Elder 55 SP R R 26 62 220 Decatur, TX
Raisel Iglesias 26 RP R R 35 6-2 190 Isla de la Juventud, Cuba
Pierce Johnson 38 RP R R 34 6-2 202 Denver, CO
Aaron Bummer 49 RP L L 31 63 215 Valencia, CA
Enyel De Los Santos 61 RP R R 29 6-3 235 Dominican Republic
Dylan Lee 52 RP L L 30 63 214 Dinuba, CA
Wander Suero 45 RP R R 33 64 216 Dominican Republic
Joey Weniz 33 RP L L 27 65 220 Lawrence, KS
Chris Sale 51 SP L L 36 66 180 Lakeland, FL
Drake Baldwin 30 C L R 24 6-1 225 Madison, Wi
Sean Murphy 12 C R R 30 6-3 228  Peekskill, NY
Ozzie Albies 1 2B B R 28 5-7 165 Willemstad, Curacao
Nick Allen 2 SS R R 26 5-8 166 San Diego, CA
Nacho AlvarezJr. 67 SS R R 22 5-10 190 Fontana, CA
Luke Williams 37 SS R R 28 6-1 186  Park Ridge, IL
Matit Olson 28 1B L R 31 64 225 Atlanta, GA
Stuart Fairchild 17 RF R R 29 511 205 Seattle, WA
Jurickson Profar 7 LF B R 32 5-11 184 Willemstad, Curacao

“R. R 205 La Guaira, Vel
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S dincimal Reds
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Name # Pos. Bat Thr Age Hi. WL Birthplace

Andrew Abbott 41 SP L L 26 60 192 Lynchburg, VA
Graham Ashcraft 23 RP L R 27 6-2 248 Huntisville, AL
Scott Barlow 58 RP R R 32 6-3 210 New london, CT
Chase Burns 26 SP R R 22 6-3 210 Napoli, Italy
Nick Lodolo 40 SP L L 27 66 216 LaVerne, CA
Nick Martinez 28 SP L R 34 6-1 200 Miami, FL
Sam Moll 50 RP L L 33 59 190 Lakeland, TN
Emilio Pagan 15 RP L R 34 62 208 Simpsonville, SC
Lyon Richardson 72 RP B R 25 6-2 207 Jensen Beach, FL
Taylor Rogers 55 RP L L 34 6-3 190 Denver, CO
Tony Santillan 64 RP R R 28 6-3 285 Fort Worth, TX
Brady Singer 51 SP R R 28 6-5 215 Leesburg, FL
Brent Suter 31 RP L L 35 6-4 213 Chicago, IL
Tyler Stephenson 37 (o] R R 28 63 225 Atlanta, GA
Jose Trevino 35 (o7 R R 32 5-9 215 Corpus Christi, TX
Elly De La Cruz 44 SS B R 23 6-5 200 Dominican Republic
Santiago Espina 14 3B R R 30 5-10 185 Dominican Republic
Noelvi Marte 16 3B R R 23 6-2 216 Dominican Republic
Matt McLain 9 2B R R 25 59 180 Orange, CA
Spencer Steer 7 1B R R 27 59 185 Long Beach, CA
Will Benson 30 LF L L 27 64 230 Atllanta, GA
Jake Fraley 27 RF L L 30 5-11 206 Frederick, MD
TJ Fried| 29 CF L L 29 5-8 180 Sewickley, PA
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at Bristol Motor Speedway

elieve it not, it’s baseball time in Bristol, Tennessee.
Following months of planning, design and construction, the MLB
Speedway Classic between the Atlanta Braves and Cincinnati
Reds is set to unfold at Bristol Motor Speedway.
For Major League Baseball officials, the Classic could have a grand slam impact in terms of attendance,
marketing, future game sites and outreach to a younger fan demographic raised on flashy video games.
For Bristol Motor Speedway, the latest engineering marvel could set the stage for more large-scale ventures
involving sports and entertainment. And for Bristol area residents and business leaders, this is the type of national

and even international exposure that no advertising campaign could ever conjure.
Among media types, the city of Bristol, Tennessee, has often been mistaken for Bristol, Connecticut — the home

8 ENSPEEDHWAY CLASSIC 25 *H“MJ



base for sports broadcasting
giant ESPN.

The Tennessee version
of Bristol is famous for
NASCAR, drag racing and
country music.

Thanks to the vision and
financial backing of its
parent company — Speedway

66 This has been

years in the
making, and years’
worth of conversations.
It’s kind of like planning
for Christmas Day. We're
starting to make the food
now, and Christmas Day is
approaching.”

‘g;.

Motorsports — BMS has been
at the forefront of several
headline-grabbing ventures
over the past 20 years.

Flash back to 2016 and the

Battle of Bristol football game
between Virginia Tech and the

University of Tennessee.
While the skeptics claimed
that it was impossible to
imagine a football stadium
inside the iconic. 533-mile
oval, the game attracted
an NCAA-record crowd of
156,990.
In 2021, BMS was back in
the national spotlight for
another brain-boggling feat.

For the first time in 50 years, a
NASCAR Cup Series race was

held on a dirt surface.

After an initial wave of
praise, the Bristol Dirt Race
was halted after the wild
2023 event amid complaints
from spoiled drivers and
traditional NASCAR fans.

The gutsy experiment
did create more interest in

NASCAR among the hardcore

followers of dirt racing. And

the companion doubleheader

events involving the World

of Outlaws Sprints and Super

Late Models will long be
remembered.

From large-scale concerts
and Monster Truck shows
to the holiday tradition of
the Speedway in Lights
extravaganza, Bristol Motor
Speedway is about much
more than NASCAR.

The MLB Speedway
Classic may be the biggest
spectacle in the history of the
speedway; city and even the
state.

Imagine a 220,000-square-
foot fan zone outside the
stadium, complete with a
massive ferris wheel and
live concerts. The pre-game
concert features Tim McGraw
and Pitbull.

The design of the field is
straight out of an episode of
the futuristic science-fiction
cartoon The Jetsons.

“When you look at the
history of this place with the
history of baseball, NASCAR
and music in this region,
being able to bring all those

things together is really
what it’s all about. I think
people will love this event,”
BMS general manager Jerry
Caldwell said.

“This has been years in the
making, and years’ worth of
conversations. It's kind of like
planning for Christmas Day.
We're starting to make the
food now, and Christmas Day
is approaching.”

A crew from ESPN will be
on hand at BMS for the game
as part of the SportsCenter: 50
States in 50 Days tour,
including Marty
Smith and
Ryan

T

McGee.

The game itself will be
broadcast live on Fox TV in
prime time.

A few years ago, even
the most ardent baseball
fan would have been hard
pressed to envision a Major
League game being played
inside a NASCAR track,
especially in a small market
like Bristol.

But the Bristol, Tennessee
version of “Field of Dreams”
is ready for a green flag and a

first pitch. @
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Sunshine Tours

CREATING MEMORIES
ONE JOURNEY AT A TIME

For your FREE Dream
Vacation catalog to be

mailed to you,

or view online now




Many Keds, Byaves
calne tirougn Agpalaciian League

by TIM HAYES

storybook scenario for
the Speedway Classic
would be Hunter

Stratton on the mound
unleashing pitches for the
Atlanta Braves.

The right-handed reliever
could perhaps work a
scoreless inning, notch a
strikeout or two and maybe
even record a win or a save.

That's the same Hunter
Stratton who was born in
Bristol in 1996, grew up in a
house on Piney Hill Road not
far from the South Holston
Dam, attended Sullivan East
High School and began his
professional career with the
Appalachian League’s Bristol
Pirates.

Oh yeah, he was a diehard
fan of the Atlanta Braves as
a kid.

Hey, it could happen.

The Braves acquired
Stratton in a trade with the
Pittsburgh Pirates on July 1
and while he was playing for
Triple-A Gwinnett at the time
of this writing on July 10,
there is a chance he could be
up in the big leagues on Aug.
2 when the Braves tangle
with the Cincinnati Reds at
Bristol Motor Speedway.

Stratton was 2-1 with a
. 4.30 ERA in 47 games with
Austin Riley of the Braves is among many major leaguers who played in the Appalachian League. AP Photo  Pittsburgh from 2023-2025.

12 B SPEEDWAY CLASSIC 25 —+vwwnsniis J)




He pitched for the Bristol
Pirates in 2017 and is one
of several guys on both the
Braves and Reds who once
played in the Appalachian
League.

The Appy League dates
back to 1911 and up until 2019
was a professional circuit.

trade deadline, here is a look
at guys on the roster of both
teams as of July 10 who spent
time in the Appalachian
League and have played,
managed or coached in the
Tri-Cities before:

@ Atlanta superstar
slugger Ronald Acuna Jr.

Ozzie Albies was a 17-year-
old member of the Danville
Braves in 2014 and hit .356
with a home run and 14 RBIs
in 38 games. He went 3-for-4
with two triples and scored
three runs in the final game
of the regular season that
summer, a 6-1 win over the

Hunter Stratton of Bristol played in the Appalachian League before joining the Pirates. He was recently
acquired by the Braves. AP Photo

Since 2021, it has been a
collegiate amateur wood-bat
league.

While there will be roster
reshuffling due to the MLB

hit .290 with a home run
and seven RBIs in 18 games
for the 2015 Danville (Va.)
Braves.

@ Atlanta second baseman

- ._ e b - ., - .
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Bristol Pirates at DeVault
Stadium.

@ Pitching coach Rick
Kranitz of the Braves played
in one game for the Pikeville

(Ky.) Cubs in 1984 and
three years later served as
the pitching coach for the
Wytheville (Va.) Cubs.

@ Atlanta third baseman
Austin Riley hit .351 with five
home runs and 19 RBIs for
the 2015 Danville Braves.

@ Braves manager Brian
Snitker was on the hotseat as
this was written and there’s
a realistic chance he could be
relieved of his duties by the
time the Speedway Classic
rolls around.

Snitker hit .270 with eight
home runs and 33 RBIs in 55
games during the summer of
1977 in helping the Kingsport
(Tenn.) Braves win the
Appalachian League title.

He managed in the Appy
League in 1996, piloting the
Danville Braves to a 37-29
record.

@ Atlanta pitcher Austin
Cox was 1-1 with a 3.78 ERA
for the Burlington (N.C.)
Royals in 2018.

@ Pitcher Rafael Montero
of the Braves went 2-1 with a
4.24 ERA in four starts for the
2011 Kingsport Mets.

® Cincinnati pitcher
Graham Ashcraft was 2-4
with a 4.53 ERA in 13 starts
for the Greeneville (Tenn.)
Reds in 2019.

® Emilio Pagan of the
Reds had a perfect ERA while
pitching for the Pulaski (Va.)
Mariners in 2013. He did not
allow a run in 15 outings
covering 20 1/3 innings.

® Reds pitcher Lyon
Richardson struggled with
the Greeneville Reds in 2018,
going 0-5 with a 7.14 ERA in
11 starts.

® Cincinnati pitcher Taylor
Rogers was 2-1 with a 1.80
ERA in six starts for the 2012
Elizabethton (Tenn.) Twins.

@ Reds infielder Spencer
Steer hit .325 with two home
runs and 13 RBIs in 20 games
for the Elizabethton Twins in
2019.

® Cincinnati bench coach
Brad Mills was the manager
of the Wytheville Cubs in
1987. @

E\SPEEDHWAY CLASSIC S5 13
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Sorang from 2016 football
JIME'S SUCLESS

= R =
R —

® o il e b
. s T B
-....a_z.::_"' — T

BHC File Photo

by DAVID MCGEE

ed it at Bristol Motor Speedway, but the two events are intrinsically related.

The Battle at Bristol was nearly two decades in the making, while this weekend’s professional baseball contest between the
Atlanta Braves and Cincinnati Reds came together in less than half that time.
Not long after Speedway Motorsports acquired Bristol Motor Speedway in 1996, Executive Chairman Bruton Smith began con-
versations about hosting a college football game in the infield of NASCAR’s most popular track.
The dream of pitting the Volunteers against this region’s other favorite team — the Virginia Tech Hokies -- on a gridiron construct-
ed in the track’s rectangular infield was a popular talking point but took nearly 20 years of negotiations and conversations before
finally occurring on Sept. 10, 2016.

16 B SPEEDWAY CLASSIC 25 v wnsniis U

T he MLB Speedway Classic came together much sooner than the 2016 Battle at Bristol college football contest which preced-



The epic result exceeded ev-
ery expectation as the Battle
at Bristol attracted the largest
crowd in college football his-
tory with 156,990 fans filling
the grandstands plus a mas-
sive prime time TV audience.
The weekend also included

a concert by Kenny Chesney,
the Band Perry and Old Do-
minion.

Among those who took notice
of the attendance, the impact
and just the buzz surround-
ing the football game were
some innovative folks from
Major League Baseball.

The same people who
brought their sport out of
traditional big city stadiums
and into specialty venues like
Fort Bragg in North Carolina
in 2016; the Little League
World Series in Pennsylvania,
first played in 2017; England’s
London Stadium, first played
in 2019; the College World
Series field in Nebraska in
2019; Iowa’s Field of Dreams
in 2021 and historic Rickwood
Field in Alabama in 2024.
Baseball was looking for other
opportunities to showcase
their sport in non-traditional
venues so why not at the
World’s Fastest Half-Mile?
Bristol, also known as the
Last Great Colosseum, is one
of the largest sports venues
on the planet.

Much like the Fort Bragg
game was the first major
league contest ever played

in North Carolina and the
Omaha game was the first in
Nebraska, Bristol will carry
that honor for Tennessee.
Jeremiah Yolkut, MLB’s vice-
president of global events,
said Bristol has been on their
radar for years and is one of
the few venues that could
host an event of this magni-
tude.

“We felt, when we walked
into this place several years
ago and we looked at it, there
was no better stage to con-
sider putting on a large-scale
event that would bring two of
our iconic franchises onto the
infield of a racetrack, to fur-
ther bring out what is so great

about baseball,” Yolkut said.
“To be able to bring the game
here to Bristol and create
storylines that tie into a faster
paced game, high energy and
big moments,

visited BMS in 2017. He de-
termined a regulation major
league field would fit in the
track’s infield with a few
modifications to the facility.
Before work on

mostly a field build. This is

a modification build,” Swift
said. “A little different chal-
lenges. The field is not as big
as football but actually we're
putting in more field, which

that is the the field began, is mind boggling. Football,
stage we want ‘ ‘ ”mf [ Baff/e at speedway we learned a lot and we took
to put that contractors a lot of those learnings. MLB

on and we're
excited to be

Bristol] was mostly
a field build. This is a

had to remove
a portion of

also recognized a lot of that
and have put that into the

here,” he said. f . TANE the Goodyear baseball field as well.”

Yolkut recently m Odlﬂ cation buil d Swi f f building, }’:he Since mid-June a small army
proclaimed Saia’_ “A /[ﬂ/e (]l/'ffe[‘enf Sunoco fuel has installed an(f}1 leveled ’thi:'1
this would . tanks and ravel forming the base of the
be the largest chall enges. The field is signs, seg- f{(‘;ield. They adged clay and
regular season f10f a$ b[g as foofba// b[jf ments of pit astroturf and all the fencing,
game atten- tuall / Hing i wall and the with the entire prpject facir}g
dance figure acivalty we're puriing in frontstretch a July 31 completion deadline.
for the 2025 more f[’e/ai W/]i[/) s mi[]al inside wallon ~ Once the game is complete,
season. And boaaling. ” the start-finish  the next challenge is remov-
limited tickets J099/1Ng. line side and ing the field and all the other

were still avail- A—
able.

Track President Jerry
Caldwell said BMS got the
league’s attention after suc-
cessfully hosting the 2016
Battle at Bristol and its mas-
sive non-NASCAR crowd.
“This has been a several year
conversation and it’s re-

ally exciting to see that come
together,” Caldwell said. “We
came on their radar after the
Battle at Bristol and did that
by the way we were able to
execute. That was about the
same time they were about to
look at some new venues to
be able to play baseball -- and
the stars aligned.”

Murray Cook, MLB field

and stadium consultant, first

&Www—ma

infrastructure from the base-
ball game, reinstalling the
track safety walls, rebuilding
the Goodyear building and
getting the speedway ready to
host a NASCAR tripleheader
starting Sept. 11 — just 39 days
away. @

the Musco

lights along
those walls which help illumi-
nate the racing surface.
Steve Swift, SMI’s senior
vice president of operations
and development said this
process has been different
than when the
track hosted the
football game.
Infrastructure
wasn’t removed
then, the field
took up much of
the infield and
MLB is be fully
responsible for
creation of the
playing surface.
“That [Battle
at Bristol] was

M\ SPEEDWAY CLASSIC 25 17

1 - Only MLB game played in Tennessee
46 - Days of facility conversion (June 16-July 31)

215 - Supplemental Musco lighting unifs

340 - Tons of clay for playing surface

400 - Feet from home plate to center field
17,500 - Tons of gravel for base of field
124,000 - Square feet of synthetic astroturf
220,000 - Square feet of Fan Zone outside BMS




olee played exiioition games i
Bristol Virgimia

t was a few minutes

past noon on April 5,

1922, when the brakes
screeched and hissed on
train No. 26 as the locomo-
tive arrived from Memphis,
Tennessee, and came to a
halt in front of the Bristol
train station.

Zack Wheat, Burleigh
Grimes, Dutch Ruether and
the rest of the Brooklyn Rob-
ins (also referred to as the
Superbas, Dodgers and Na-
tionals by newspapermen of
the time) disembarked and
stepped onto the platform.

The New York Yankees
did the same as Wally Pipp,
Bob Meusel, Waite Hoyt and
manager Miller Huggins
were among those breath-
ing in that fresh Northeast
Tennessee and Southwest
Virginia air on an overcast
spring day.

Yet, the crowd that had
gathered at the station and
those who were already
lined up to purchase tickets
at Tenneva Field were
mainly there to see just one
man.

A 27-year-old outfielder
for the Yankees by the name

of George Her-
man “Babe”
Ruth, who had
slugged 59
home runs the
season before,
was already an
icon and Bristo-
lians wanted to
catch a glimpse
of the Great
Bambino.

The Bristol
Herald Courier
had summed it
up in that day’s
edition, writ-
ing “Babe Ruth,
who is perhaps
more widely
known than
any sporting
personality who
has ever basked
in the limelight
of the public
gaze, will be the
principal attrac-
tion.”

A crowd of
more than 5,000
showed up at
Tenneva Field
(which was
located on what

18 E\NSPEEDWAY CLASSIC 25
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is now Commonwealth Av-
enue — on the Virginia side
-- where Strongwell Corpo-
ration sits) to see the Babe
swing the bat.

These were the days when
Major League Baseball
squads played exhibition
games in various cities as
they traveled north to open
the season. The Yankees held
their spring training camp in
New Orleans.

clothesline double off the
right field wall, but his big
moment was defensively,”
Thompson wrote in 1948. “A
Dodger runner was on first
when old Zack Wheat pulled
a drive deep down the right
field line. Ruth played it
beautifully, whirled and in
the same motion lined the
ball to Baker ahead of the
runner sprinting from first

Moriarty.

Tommy Griffith had hit
what originally looked like a
triple, but was ordered back
to second base by Mori-
arty due to the fact three
fans were standing in fair
ground.

“Moriarty has old-fash-
ioned ideas,” Robinson told
the Brooklyn Eagle follow-
ing the game. “He evidently

was hammered for 15 hits in
just five innings of work.

As the New York newspa-
permen filed their dispatch-
es back to the Big Apple
before the traveling party
loaded back up on a train
and departed for Norfolk,
Virginia, at 8:30 p.m., most
of their stories centered on
the growing friction between
Yankees pitcher Carl Mays

and manager Miller

Ruth pounded some T T T Huggins.
home runs durin, Two days earlier in
batting practice, 1Eu’t @ANTS&PLAY WHITE SOX TODAY Little Roci, Arkansas,
didn’t go deep once JOHN McGRAW’S WORLD’S CHAMPS ON HAND Mays had chucked a
the game started at 3 [Will Play Chicago Americans Tenneva Park 3:00 P. M ball over the grand-
i [Frank Baker Clouts Homer %ﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬂ Second Big Leagl.Ie Came St.and when Hug-
The largest crowd Over Right Field Fence | A OFf Four Game Series Will gins marched to the

reaction came when
he crushed one offer-

With Babe Ruth On Base,

Brociiyn Wins Gams—Yaakess Indifferent—Ruth Fallsd
Te Hit Safely Over Fonce But Satiafied Crowd With s

' Be Played By Giants & Sox

|u¢cﬂw Jennings, Gleason, Evers et al. Stars Of the First
i In Company With Lesser Luminaries Will

ing that sailed over
the right-field fence
during one plate
appearance, but it
curved foul.

In the first inning,
the Babe struck out
against Leon “Caddy”
Cadore.

In his next at-bat,
he popped out to
third baseman Jimmy
Johnston.

In the seventh in-
ning, Ruth smacked a
double and eventually
scored when Frank
“Home Run” Baker
(in what was his final
big-league season in
a Hall of Fame career)
lived up to his moni-
ker by smashing a ball
that cleared the right-
field wall.

In the ninth, relief
pitcher Art Decatur
struck out the Babe.

Ruth’s final stat line play-
ing near the state line: 1-for-
4, double, run scored, two
strikeouts.

Gene “Pappy” Thompson,
later to become the longtime
sports editor at the Bristol
Herald Courier, was in atten-
dance that day and recalled
Ruth’s highlights.

“Ruth slammed one
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to third. Babe didn’t hop the
ball. He just threw it on a
line, a long, whistling throw
that could have threaded a
needle’s eye as it killed off
the sliding runner.”
Brooklyn posted a 10-7
win over the Yankees,
despite manager Wilbert
Robinson getting ejected in
the third inning after disput-
ing a call by umpire George

;Wﬂ”“’--

Dokt 1922 Part Bt £ Mae

mound and removed
him from the game
in the middle of an
inning. Mays had
played 18 holes of
golf that morning and
obviously didn’t have
his best stuff.

After arriving in
Bristol, Huggins
informed Mays

learned in his callow youth
that two’s company and
three’s a crowd and never
got over it. There were just
three people out there when
Griffith’s drive hit the fence,
yet he set a ground rule.”
Hal Janvrin and Wheat
each had three hits for the
winners, while Hi Myers
hammered out three RBIs.

Yankees starter Waite Hoyt
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L EA that Yankees co-
Hart Schatimer  OWners Tillinghast
- and a Babe Ruth| L'Hommedieu Hus-
e Big ton and Jacob Ruppert
CINMITTEEGHINES | recesnatiing|  had fined him $200
Mlﬂ'f PRINTS INPLAY dsesswid  for his outburst.
T FECE EET e e S
wmem.rsm.e_nm W [: H]HIES I]H” 5]“[ “HEHE&[M e the Yankees lf that
Ol i Delliee e ' HTTING ll]|L|'Pf Mitchell-Smitd .. . 5
5 the Good of Golf Am”[ In ”‘ST s | Wﬁ,m;:hcw;. fine is Collected,
e u‘.;ill‘ﬁ:l"i“..:::““}';ﬂ oamea” " "1 Mays told the New
et ol Lol =gy e |57 York Evening World.
“I have told Huggins
so. I will go to New
York with the team

and start the season.
If, when our first pay-
day comes, that $200
is deducted I will turn
in my uniform and go to
playing independent ball.”
They must have hashed
things out as Mays went 13-
14 with a 3.60 ERA in 34 out-
ings and helped the Yankees
claim the American League
pennant. They would subse-
quently lose the 1922 World
Series to the New York Gi-
ants, who rolled into the city

cont'd on page 25
19
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Kall of Famer
Gilly Wagner

by TIM HAYES

T he Mountain Empire’s
ties to Major League
Baseball go way back.
The winning pitcher in the
very first World Series game
played was Rural Retreat, Vir-
ginia, native Deacon Phillippe
of the Pittsburgh Pirates, who
outdueled Boston’s Cy Young
on that first day of October in
1903 at Huntington Avenue
Grounds.

Johnson City, Tennessee’s
own Landon Knack pitched
in the most recent World Se-
ries and got a championship
ring as a member of the Los
Angeles Dodgers.

However, the summer of 2025
might go down as the most
memorable when it comes

to Northeast Tennessee and
Southwest Virginia getting
their time in the spotlight as
part of the national pastime.
Shortstop Josh Owens from
Providence Academy in
Johnson City, Tennessee, was
chosen early in mid-July’s
Major League Baseball Ama-
teur Draft and is a promising
prospect to say the least.
Southwest Virginia native
Billy Wagner became the first
local in the pros elected to
the National Baseball Hall of
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Fame in Cooper-
stown, New York,
as he took his
spot alongside the
game’s immortals
during the induc-
tion ceremony on
July 27.

Then there’s the
Speedway Clas-
sic being held
Aug. 2 as the
Atlanta Braves
and Cincinnati
Reds square off in
a regular-season
game at Bristol
Motor Speedway.
It was not known
last month
whether Wagner
—a 1990 Taze-
well High School
graduate — would
be attending the
game.

Seems he’d be

a logical choice

to throw out the
ceremonial first

pitch.

Regardless, Wag-

ner has visited

the high banks of  Former Atlanta pitcher Billy Wagner became the first player from this region en-
BMS before. shrined in the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. The ceremony was July
“Of course,” Wag-  27. He finished with 422 saves, a 2.31 ERA and 1,196 strikeouts.

et



ner said. “Was a big fan of
[NASCAR driver] Morgan
Shepherd.”

Count him among those all in
when it comes to baseball at
BMS.

“Playing in front of that type
of crowd will be electric,”
Wagner said.

Wagner once pitched his
home games at the Houston
Astrodome - referred to as
the Eighth Wonder of the
World — but knows the Speed-
way Classic will be even more
wondrous.

“Things have changed,
haven’t they? Who would
have thought that would have
ever happened?” Wagner
said. “The spread of the game
is awesome and I'm excited to

66/ played for what

was my faverite team grow-
ing up, played for [Hall

of Fame manager] Bobby
Cox,” Wagner said *

g.

see how that turns out.”

He also has a tie to the Atlan-
ta Braves, having pitched the
final of his 16 MLB seasons
with the club.

After previously suiting

up for the Houston Astros,
Philadelphia Phillies, New
York Mets and Boston Red
Sox, Wagner was 7-2 with 37
saves and a 1.43 ERA in 2010
with the Braves as he earned
a spot on the National League
All-Star team.

“I played for what was my
favorite team growing up,
played for [Hall of Fame
manager] Bobby Cox,”
Wagner said. “Being in that
setting in the end, I don’t
think anybody could picture
going out a better way. The
only thing lacking was not
winning a World Series. That
season personally was one of
the best I've had.” @




Boistot & Pyofessional Bas

Alittle History..

® Bristol, Tennessee / Virginia is known as
the “Twin City” because the state border
runs down the middle of State Street. You
can stand in the middle and have one
foot in each state. Each city has a separate
elected government, its own school and
court system but cooperates on community
events.

® Bristol is part of the Tri-Cities — Bristol,
Johnson City and Kingsport - but it could
also be called the “Quad Cities” because
Elizabethton, Tennessee is just a few miles
away.

® Each of those four cities has long sup-
ported Minor League Baseball in the form
of the Appalachian League, a former rookie
league for the baseball feeder system.

® Bristol and Johnson City were charter
members in the original Appalachian
League established in 1911 and when it
reformed in 1921, when a Kingsport team
also joined. Bristol, Elizabethton, Johnson
City, Kingsport and other towns across
Northeast Tennessee and Southwest
Virginia continued to field teams from the
1930s until modern day.

® George Herman “Babe” Ruth, one of
baseball’s greatest players, played in an
exhibition game in Bristol on April 5, 1922.
Ruth’s New York Yankees lost 10-7 to the
Brooklyn Robins (later Dodgers) as Ruth
went 1-for-4, with a double and scored a
run. The game attracted 5,000 to the former
Tenneva Field.

® The following day, the defending World
Series champion New York Giants downed
the Chicago White Sox 13-3 in a game that
drew 1,000 fans.

® Also in April 1922, the Bristol State Liners
lost a 3-1 decision to a team of mostly Gi-
ants rookies, which included veteran center
fielder Casey Stengel, who went 0-for-3.
The following day, the State Liners fell to
the Philadelphia Athletics 6-2.

® Bristol was home to two all-Black baseball
clubs in its history. The Invincibles were es-
tablished in the 1890s. The semi-pro Bristol
Blue Sox operated from the 1930s until the
1950s, playing against teams across East
Tennessee, western Virginia and North
Carolina.

® Bristol was the site of a unique footnote
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in baseball history on May 13, 1952, when
18-year-old Bristol Twins pitcher Ron Nec-
ciai threw a 7-0 no-hitter, striking out 27
batters to defeat the Welch, West Virginia
Miners at Shaw Stadium. He later pitched
for the Pittsburgh Pirates. He is still the
only pitcher ever to do so in a nine-inning,
professional-league game. The National
Association of Professional Baseball
Leagues called it “the greatest individual
performance in the history of baseball.”

® Abit closer to modern day, Cleveland Indi-
ans legend Bob Feller pitched in a three-
inning old-timers game at Bristol’s DeVault
Stadium on July 30, 1974. It preceded the
Appalachian League contest between the
Bristol Tigers and the Pulaski Phillies.

Appalachian league Notes...

® Established as a rookie league, the Appala-
chian League was transformed in 2021 into
a collegiate summer baseball league for
rising freshmen and sophomores, utilizing
wooden bats.

® Teams in Bristol, Elizabethton, Johnson
City, Kingsport and Greeneville, Tennessee,
comprise the current Appalachian League
western division.

® Now known as the Bristol State Liners [an
homage to the 1921-25 team] Bristol’s team
was previously associated with the Twins,
Tigers, White Sox and Pirates of the Major
League.

® More than 20 former Bristol players ad-
vanced to the Majors including: Alan Tram-
mell, 1984 World Series MVP and a 2018
Baseball Hall of Fame selection; Lance Par-
rish, an eight-time All Star; Travis Fryman,
a five-time All Star; Lou Whitaker, a former
American League Rookie of the Year, five-
time All Star and World Series champion;
Mark “Bird” Fidrych, a two-time MLB All-
Star and 1976 AL ERA leader; Vern Ruhle,
who went on to become a Reds pitching
coach.

® The Cincinnati Reds and Atlanta Braves
briefly had Appalachian affiliates - both in
Wytheville, Virginia and, more recently, the
Reds had an Appalachian League team in
Greeneville, Tennessee.

® Major league stars who played briefly in
the Appalachian League — and are part of
the league’s Hall of Fame - include Greg
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Maddux, David Justice, Dale Murphy,
Kirby Puckett, Nolan Ryan, Eddie Murray,
Cal Ripken, Jr., Rick Ankiel, Ron Guidry
and Darryl Strawberry. While brief, their
time in this region brought them through
Bristol and the Tri-Cities.

® 2024 Baseball Hall of Fame inductee and
former World Series winning manager Jim
Leyland began his coaching career manag-
ing the Bristol Pirates in 1971.

® Pete Rose, Jr., son of baseball’s all-time hits
leader, was manager of the Bristol White
Sox in 2011-2012.

Bristolians wiho played in the Hajors..

® The Bristol Tennessee/ Virginia has pro-
duced a number of former Major League
players including Kevin Barker, a first
baseman with the Brewers, Padres, Blue
Jays and Reds; pitcher Justin Grimm, who
played 10 seasons with the Rangers, Cubs,
Royals, Mariners and Athletics, finish-
ing with 378 career strikeouts and a 2016
World Series ring from his stint with the
Cubs, Jimmy Gobble of Bristol was also a
pitcher, who played seven Major League
seasons for the Royals and White Sox.

@ Billy Wagner, a native of nearby Tazewell,
Virginia, is among the newest inductees
into the Baseball Hall of Fame. Wagner
played 16 seasons for the Astros, Mets
and Braves. He had a career 2.31 ERA, 422
saves and nearly 1,200 strikeouts.

Locals in the Pros..

@ Bristol native Hunter Stratton was 2-1 as
a pitcher for the Pittsburgh Pirates before
joining the Braves organization.

@ Pitcher Landon Knack, a member of the
Los Angeles Dodgers organization, is from
Johnson City and sports a 3-2 major league
record.

® Outfielder Evan Carter of Elizabethton is
in his second season with the Texas Rang-
ers.

® Johnson City is also home to former
Detroit Tigers pitcher Daniel Norris, who
had eight seasons with the Tigers, two with
Toronto and one each in Milwaukee and
Chicago. He was in the majors from 2014
to 2023 and threw over 500 strikeouts. Will
Craig of Johnson City, formerly played for
the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2020 and 2021.
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From page 19

on April 6 as Bristol contin-
ued to be big time.

The matchup between the
Yankees and Robins was
the first of four
consecutive
days in which
MLB players
would take the
field in Bristol.

The 1921
(and soon-to-be
1922) World Se-
ries champion
Giants cruised
toa 13-3 tri-
umph over the
Chicago White
Sox the day
after Ruth and
company left
town.

Manager
John McGraw’s
team was paced
by George Kel-
ly’s three hits
and impressive
pitching from
Cecil “Red”
Causey.

An estimated
crowd of 1,000 was on hand,
a major dip in attendance
from the day before. One of
those spectators, however,
made up for the disap-
pointing turnout with some
vociferous heckling.

“Had it not been for one
of those rabid fellows to be
found at every ballgame,
there would have been
absolutely nothing to amuse
the customers,” Charles A.
Taylor reported in the New
York Herald. “This particular
one had a slang vocabulary
that astonished both the
Broadway and Chicago boys,
hardened as they are.”

Future Hall of Famer Bill
Klem was the umpire for the
second exhibition game and
he had to lay down the law
early.

“The local Chamber of
Commerce also furnished a
perfectly good brass band,
but umpire Bill Klem became

offended when the bass
drum stifled his decisions
and ordered the musicians
to shut up,” Taylor wrote.
“Afterward Klem rescinded

his edict to the extent of al-

lowing a minimum of jazz
between innings.”

A seven-run second inning
sparked by Emil “Irish”
Meusel highlighted the vic-
tory for the juggernaut that
was the Giants.

New York pounded out
11 hits in six innings against
starting pitcher Charlie
Robertson of the White Sox.
Robertson would fare much
better just 24 days later when
he tossed the fifth perfect
game in MLB history against
the Detroit Tigers.

The second team (what
would be called a split-
squad today) comprised
mostly of Giants rookies beat
the Appalachian League’s
Bristol State Liners by a 2-1
count on April 7, scoring
twice in the top of the ninth
inning to eke out the win.

The Giants B-team man-
aged just three hits against

&Www—ma

the trio of Farley, Mehaffey
and Weldon (first names
weren’t reported) of the
hometown team and none
of them came from the guy

starting in center field. Casey
Stengel, later to reach leg-
endary status as a MLB man-
ager, was 0-for-3 that day.
On April 8, Connie Mack’s
Philadelphia Athletics
wrapped up the four-day
festivities with a 6-2 win
over the Bristol State Liners.
One of the original locals in

66 The local Cham-
ber of Commerce

also furnished a per-
fectly good brass band, but
vmpire Bill Klem became
offended when the bass
drum stifled his decisions
and ordered the musicians

V/4
fo shut up, ¢ 4
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the pros — Telford, Tennes-
see, native Tilly Walker — had
two hits for the Philadel-
phians, who scored three
times in the first inning.

Exhibition
games in small
communi-
ties used to
be common,
events of a
bygone era
when folks
relished the
chance to see
heroes they’d
only glimpsed
in newspaper
pictures or
movie reels.

The New
York Giants
and Cleveland
Indians were
supposed to
play an exhibi-
tion game on
April 11, 1946
at Shaw Stadi-
um in Bristol,
but that contest
was rained out.

Now - 103
years later — Major League
Baseball is returning to
Bristol as the Atlanta Braves
and Cincinnati Reds face off
in a regular-season game
on Aug. 2 being dubbed as
the Speedway Classic. It will
be the first MLB regular-
season game ever played in
the state of Tennessee.

A makeshift diamond
on the infield of Bristol
Motor Speedway will be
surrounded by a crowd
expected to be in the neigh-
borhood of 100,000 and the
showdown between Na-
tional League clubs will be
televised in primetime on
FOX.

Instead of a brass band
provided by the Chamber
of Commerce, Tim McGraw
and Pitbull will headline a
pregame concert.

It will be a spectacle that
would even make Babe Ruth
proud. 8
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Cromman
Josthas
amigue
Erspective

by TIM HAYES

The Speedway Classic will offer a rare cross-
over of sorts between Major League Base-
ball and NASCAR when the Atlanta Braves
and Cincinnati Reds play a regular-season prime-
time game on Aug. 2 at Bristol Motor Speedway.
Ned Yost is among the few individuals who have
experienced the best of both sports.

He was a catcher, coach and manager in the ma-
jors and piloted the Kansas City Royals to a World
Series title in 2015.

Through his close friendship with Dale Earnhardt
Sr., he worked on the pit crew of the iconic No. 3
Chevrolet for the final nine races of the 1994 sea-
son when “The Intimidator” won his seventh Cup
Series championship.

The 70-year-old Yost is now a senior advisor to
Kansas City general manager J.J. Picollo and,
while the Royals won't be playing in the Speed-
way Classic, he certainly will be paying close
attention to the spectacle.

“When I first heard it, I was little jealous that I
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wouldn’t be there to watch
it,” Yost said in a telephone
interview during spring train-
ing. “The Braves are going
and I asked [Atlanta man-
ager| Brian Snitker about it
and he was excited. I think it’s
going to be extremely cool.”
Yost is not just your casual
race fan.

“Ned would rather talk NAS-
CAR than talk baseball,” said
Doug Henry, Kansas City’s
bullpen coach from 2013-2017
when Yost was the skipper.
After all, this is a guy who
wore uniform No. 3 while
managing the Milwaukee
Brewers and Royals to honor
Dale Earnhardt.

The passion for stock car
racing wasn’t always there
for Yost, a native of native
California.

“I became more of a fan after
I met Dale,” Yost said. “When
I played in Milwaukee, Robin
Yount was my roommate for
a couple of years and he was
really good friends with Rick
Mears. We would always

pay attention to the CART,
IndyCar racing. We would
sometimes go wherever he
was racing.”

Yost become buddies with
Earnhardt in the mid-1980s
thanks to a mutual friend -
ex-major league catcher Jody
Davis — and the two went

on hunting trips together
frequently throughout the
country.

“Once I met Dale, I knew who
he was, but really didn’t pay
attention to NASCAR,” Yost
said. “But after we formed
that friendship, then of course
I really grew to be a huge fan
of it through him. He was
such a special guy.”

Yost was on the coaching staff
of manager Bobby Cox with
the Atlanta Braves (Earn-
hardt’s favorite baseball team)
in 1994 when the MLB season
ended prematurely with a
players’ strike. He went from
nightly games in the National
League to weekly battles in
NASCAR thanks to his pal.
“We went on strike in the

middle of August and they
sent all the major league
coaches to the minor leagues
for the last two weeks to
finish up the minor league
season watching them,” Yost

said.

“Come September 1, we
didn’t have anything to do
and Dale called one night
and he goes, “‘What are you
doing?” and I said, ‘I ain’t
doin’ nothin.” And he said,
‘“Why don’t you come be on
my race team for the last nine
races so you can help us win
this seventh championship?” I
thought it would be cool and
my first race was in Darling-
ton.”

What was Yost's role in the
pits?

“I always kid people and

tell them I was a rehydra-
tion engineer,” Yost said. “I
would give Dale water when
he came in and made sure
his helmet and goggles were
in the car. When he was on
the track, I was on the track.
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When he was in the hauler, I
was in the hauler.”

Yost marveled at the mental-
ity of Earnhardt behind the
wheel.

“I really got to learn how

competitive he was and how
he continued to fight every
lap,” Yost said. “It didn’t mat-
ter if he was 10 laps down or

66 Once [ met Dale, |
knew who he was,
but really didn’t pay atten-
tion to NASCAR,” Yost said.
“But after we formed that
friendship, then of course
 really grew fo be a huge
fan of it through him. He
was such a special guy.”

£
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five laps up, he ran it like he
was winning the race

“His competitiveness was
compelling and it was eye-
opening to me how he never
took a lap off. There was just

so much I learned from him
and in turn it made a huge
impact on my career. That
was one of the most valu-
able times I ever had. It set
me up with a managing job
at the major league level just
because I saw his attitude
and his work ethic, his focus
and determination. It was like
something I had never seen
before and that’s what made
him so great.”

Yost missed taking part in the
fall night race at Bristol by
one week in 1994.

“Bristol’s one of the few
places where I haven’t been,”
Yost said.

Hired as manager of the
Brewers in Oct. 2002, more
than year after Earnhardt
died in a last-lap crash at the
2001 Daytona 500, Yost picked
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No. 3 as an homage to his
comrade and he’d wear that
digit on his back in Milwau-
kee and Kansas City.

“I wanted to do it in Atlanta,
but the number was retired
[for Dale Murphy],” Yost said.
“As soon as I went to Mil-
waukee in 2002, the number
was open and I took it.”

Yost still follows racing and
even made an appearance on
Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s popular
podcast.

“When I was flying out to
spring training, I was watch-
ing the Dale Jr. Download
and he was interviewing
Richard Childress,” Yost said.
“It was a great hour and a

6 6 His competitiveness
was compelling and

it was eye-opening fo me
how he never took a lap
off. There was just so much
| learned from him and in
furn it made a huge impact
on my career.”

half and Richard is a good
friend of mine. I enjoyed so
much being around him too
during the time I was with
Dale and the team. I got half-
way through watching that
and I got to looking and in
the background Dale Jr. had
my bobblehead [doll] on his
shelf. I said, ‘OK, that’s good’
and I had to text him and tell
him he made my day.

“I do still watch it and pay
attention. Mostly with RCR

(Richard Childress Racing) He was managing Kansas is going to be absolutely awe-  “I am curious to see how it all
and JR Motorsports.” City in 2019 when the Roy- some.” plays out and how they put
Yost will be keeping a close als posted a 7-3 win over The guy who knows a thing that field in, a field that major
eye on how things unfold the Detroit Tigers in Omaha, or two about both making leaguers can compete on.

at Bristol Motor Speedway Nebraska, just two days be- left turns at high speeds and That is a tremendous task in
when the Braves and Reds fore the College World Series  hitting a high fastball, Yost these venues,” Yost said. “It’s
play the first-ever MLB began there. has appreciation for both going to be super special, re-
regular-season game in Ten- “That was a tremendous NASCAR and Major League ally cool and a lot of fun.” @
nessee. experience,” Yost said. “I Baseball from his up close

think [the Speedway Classic] ~ and personal experience.
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HIGHLANDS
VASEGTOMY
GLINIC

The region’s only

and

no needle, no scalpel

no stress vasectomy clinic

15 MINUTE PROCEDURE
2 - 2 DAY RECOVERY

. 3 Y Just $500

NO NEEDLE NO SGALPEL NO STRESS

We use a Madalet, o device We use a spreading We guarantee  to beat any
developed  to administer technique  to create a 1/4 price comparison - ask
medications without ~ the use inch opening in the skin. The around, you won't get a
of needles. The Madalet division  and separation  of lower price. Our fee
uses pressure  to push the the right and left vas includes  online scheduling,
lidocaine  (numbing deferens s performed online  consultation, and
medication) info  the skin through  this single opening, delivery  of your semen
and feels similar to a rubber allowing  for faster healing analysis  to you. This means
band snap or a flick on the and less complications. you spend less than 30
skin, lasting just 1-2 minutes  in our office for a 15
seconds. minute  procedure.

(423) 573-8100 highlandsvasectomyclinic.com 981-B Volunteer  Parkway,  Bristol, TN 37620




Nashvdfle gy0up eges
ML exnansion sges Bistol s
stale showease

by TIM HAYES

This artist rendering depicts what a proposed Nashville Stars stadium might look like, including a music performance venue - similar to BMS at
the Speedway Classic. Courtesy Music City Baseball
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The Speedway Classic set
for Aug. 2 in Bristol, and
featuring the Atlanta Braves
facing the Cincinnati Reds,
will be the first Major League
Baseball regular-season
game ever played in the
state of Tennessee.

It might not be the last.

Nashville is among the
cities favored to land an
MLB franchise when the next
round of expansion occurs
and there have even been
rumors of the Tampa Bay
Rays or Chicago White Sox
possibly relocating to the
state capital.

The primetime game at
Bristol Motor Speedway
could add to the momentum
of a growing movement to
get Tennessee a team in the
big leagues.

“I think baseball is a
statewide passion, not just a
Nashville story, you know?”
said John Loar, a Nashville
real estate developer and
managing director of Music
City Baseball, a community-
driven organization looking
to bring an MLB club to
Nashville. “I think the
opportunity to have a Major
League Baseball game in
Bristol, Tennessee, just
reinforces the state’s interest.”

Loar said in a recent
telephone interview that he
will make the 4.5 hour trip to
Bristol to witness the event
which will also feature a
pregame concert headlined
by multi-time Grammy
Award winner Tim McGraw.

Bristol is the Birthplace
of Country Music, while
Nashville is the hotbed of that
musical genre.

“I think you could be
looking at some record-
setting attendance numbers
surrounding not only the
game but the performance
of Tim McGraw as well,”
Loar said. “I think it's
interesting to tie the two
together because that’s a big
part of the attraction. There’s
just a tremendous amount
of overlap there. ... Alot
of Major League Baseball

players

want

to
be
country
music stars

and a lot of
country music
stars want to be
baseball players.”

It should come as no
surprise then that musicians
such as Justin Timberlake,
Kane Brown, Luke Combs,
Darius Rucker and Kix
Brooks have offered their
support to the Music City
Baseball organization.

Along with Loar, the
board of directors also
includes former United States
Attorney General and current
dean of Belmont University’s
law school Alberto Gonzales,
Negro Leagues Museum
President Bob Kendrick and
former Tennessee Titans
running back Eddie George.

Philadelphia Phillies
executive Dave Dombrowski,
Hall of Fame manager Tony
La Russa, former American
League MVP Don Mattingly
and Vanderbilt University
baseball coach Tim Corbin are
among the baseball men who
have gotten behind the idea
of Nashville being a major
league city.

“We’re very focused on
expansion and I think what
we’ve accomplished since
we’ve been here is really just
establishing what we call the
local ownership group,” Loar
said. “Obviously, there will
be a majority owner, but that
decision will really be made
by Major League Baseball
and its owners.

“Hopefully, as part of the
2026 collective bargaining
agreement or shortly
thereafter, expansion will
be part of that conversation.
Our job is just to be three
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years in front of that.
You need at least
three years you
know to build
a ballpark,
stadium or
word-class

entertainment

venue.”

Loar envisions

a mixed-use
development that would

host both entertainment

programs and Major League

Baseball.

“The people are moving
here — baseball players,
people in the business — and
there’s just the overall growth
of Nashville,” Loar said.
“It’s centrally located and I
think all the revenue factors
work. The expansion of the
corporate market here, you

66 Hopefully, as
part of the 2026

collective bargaining
agreement or shortly
thereafter, expansion will
be part of that conversation.
Our job is just o be three
years in front of that
You need at least three
years you know to build a
ballpark, stadivm or word-
class entertainment venve.”
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have Oracle and Amazon
showing up, a strong health
care industry and you have
the entertainment business
with country music. It's
expanding on all that into
other genres.”

The Tennessee Titans
of the National Football
League, Major League
Soccer’s Nashville FC and the
National Hockey League’s
Nashville Predators are
already entrenched on the

scene with large fanbases.

The University of Tennessee
and Vanderbilt have won
College World Series
titles and there are minor
league teams in Knoxville,
Chattanooga, Nashville and
Memphis already.

Major League Baseball
would seem to be the logical
next step.

A recent poll among
MLB players conducted
by TheAthletic.com had
Nashville as the leading
vote getter among potential
expansion cities.

Johnson City, Tennessee,
native Will Craig starred at
Science Hill High School and
later played for the Pittsburgh
Pirates during the 2020 and
2021 seasons.

He has lived in Nashville
for several years and spent
the past two seasons as an
assistant baseball coach at
Belmont University before
recently landing a job at Duke
University.

“I do think MLB could
work in Nashville,” Craig
said. “The city loves sports
and the pro teams that are
there are loved by the city.
... Right now, Tennessee
seems split between [MLB
supporters of] Atlanta, St.
Louis and Cincinnati so I
think you could inherit a lot
of fans.”

The Music City Baseball
group’s proposed name
for the possible big-league
team would be the Nashville
Stars, the moniker used by
a successful Negro Leagues
team in the city in the 1940s
and 1950s.

The Speedway Classic
could provide a big boost
in perhaps making the Stars
shine bright one day in the
big leagues.

“I think this game coming
up in Bristol will prove the
interest in Tennessee,” Loar
said. “I think Tennessee’s
a baseball state. It'll prove
that this state, this market is
a major league market and I
think it will be above a mid-
tier market.” @
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he Speedway Clas-
sic on Aug. 2 between
the Atlanta Braves and

Cincinnati Reds is expected

to draw the largest crowd to
attend a Major League Base-
ball game in 2025 and could
perhaps feature the biggest

turnout of spectators to ever
witness a

stardom for his uncanny abil-
ity to snag baseballs.

Home runs, foul balls, toss
ups from coaches and players,
batting practice blasts, gifts
from ballpark employees, dis-
coveries of hidden horsehide
spheres in nooks and cran-
nies that he can fish out with

The world’s best ballhawk
had collected 12,843 such sou-
venirs as of a July 5 visit to
Philadelphia’s Citizens Bank
Park. He doesn’t even count
those balls he has accrued
during spring training and
minor league games.

BMS will be the 67th differ-

Major League Baseball game
and with his trusty glove

on his hand will be racing
through the stands to amass
more mementos.

“I was 100% thrilled [when
the game was announced]
because I'm all about going to
new stadiums,” Hample said
in a recent

big-league
contest

anytime or
anywhere.

Among
those con-
verging on
Bristol Mo-
tor Speed-
way for the
extravagan-
za will be a
47-year-old
from New
York City
who hap-
pens to be
one of the
sport’s most
famous
fans.

Zack
Hample is a
luminary of
sorts in this
social media
age, a mega
fan of the na-
tional pastime
who never made the majors
as a player but has achieved
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lection. AP Photo.

a device that is nothing more
than a cup on a string.

Josh Hample is internatfionally recognized as one of baseball’s biggest fans and recognized for his uncanny
ability to snag baseballs. He has nearly 13,000 baseballs in his collectfion and has traveled to MLB stadiums
and unique events like the Speedway Classic for years. He plans to be in Bristol to add fo his remarkable col- journey thus

ent facility that Hample will

have visited that has hosted a

telephone
interview.
“I've been
to all 30 of
the cur-
rent Major
League
Baseball
stadiums
multiple
times, so for
me to get to
experience a
new ball-
park. ... I'm
pumped.”
Hample
has been
around the
world in
pursuit of
his passion.
What has
been the
most memo-
rable trip of his

far?
“I would say
the first time I went to the
Tokyo Dome for the A’s vs.



Mariners when they opened
the season there in 2012,”
Hample said. “Japan overall
was so different and un-
usual to me and the baseball
experience was fascinating. I
remember how quiet every-
body was during the game. It
was almost like a golf match.

“I was having fun with one
of the outfielders, shouting
at him during the game, just
fun, playful stuff like, ‘Hey
Johnny baby, look alive, the
next one’s coming your way,’
like nothing rude, not even
heckling. And the looks on
the faces of all the Japanese
fans surrounding me in left
field; they were shocked and
appalled that the obnoxious
American was there making
noise during a baseball game.
I think everybody was learn-
ing something from other
people there. That was really
cool.”

Mexico City, London,
Australia, Fort Bragg, North
Carolina and Birmingham,
Alabama, are among the
places which have hosted
MLB special events — like
the Speedway Classic will
be — Hample has been present
for.

“The Dodgers and Dia-
mondbacks played in Sydney,
Australia in 2014,” Hample
said. “I remember that pre-
game like every 10 or 15 sec-
onds the whole stadium was
cheering and getting excited.
I couldn’t understand why
there was this roar from the
crowd like clockwork, almost
on a schedule.

“And I finally realized why
because [Dodgers pitcher]
Clayton Kershaw was warm-
ing up for the game and long
tossing and every time he
threw the ball like 300 feet,
the whole stadium was cheer-
ing. They were just excited
because nobody had seen a
Major League Baseball game
before. People cheered like
crazy when the batter hit a
pop-up in the infield because
they couldn’t believe how
high the ball went and they

were excited. I love seeing
baseball in foreign places and
that won't exactly be the case
in Bristol; I am sure it’s going
to be an educated fanbase
but I'm sure there will a lot of
people who don’t see Major
League Baseball very often. I
am sure the vibes are going to
be like nothing else.”

Hample devises a game-
plan as he’s studied the lay-

ing in and having no idea and
having to figure out on the
fly,” Hample said. “Once I got
started making YouTube vid-
eos and I felt like people were
gonna judge my performance
and the more cool things that
happened the better the vid-
eos will do, I didn’t want to
be messing around cluelessly
at a new ballpark

“Now I try to figure out ev-

even thrown up balls could
drop down out of reach. Any
little detail, even where the
railings are. It’s all gonna be
helpful for moving around
the stadium, choosing a good
place to watch and of course
collecting baseballs -- which
is my passion.”

He has already noticed
the major distance between
the outfield fences and the

out
of
Bristol
Motor Speed- ——
way and checked in on the
construction progress made
in the weeks and months
leading up to the one-of-a-
kind showdown.

“When I was much young-
er and going to new stadiums
for the first time, I liked to
know nothing. In fact, I even
avoided watching games on
TV at a new stadium because
I enjoyed the challenge of go-

&Www—ma

ery-
thing.
Irn

look at
seating
diagrams,
I'll look at
photos when
the stadium is being built or
when certain elements are
being put in place to really
get an idea really of where
the outfield seats are, where
the walkways are. The stand-
ing room areas, how high the
protective netting is, if there’s
a little gap in between the
outfield wall and the front
row of the bleachers, a place
where home run balls or

bleachers — separated by the
high banks of the track where
those NASCAR machines
turn laps — when it comes to
the makeshift diamond in the
Bristol Motor Speedway in-
field.

“That’s forced me to rethink
my strategies,” Hample said.
“How much time do I really
want to spend in the outfield
compared to the infield?
Maybe forget home runs and
try to focus on foul balls and
toss-ups. It's such a bizarre
circumstance and I'm really
excited to be there.”

Hample was a talented
hitter at Columbia Prep High
School in New York and had
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a brief stint as a member

of the team at NCAA Divi-
sion III Guilford College in
North Carolina, which at the
time was an Old Dominion
Athletic Conference rival of
Emory & Henry.

He got his first ball at an
MLB game in 1990 and he
hasn’t stopped grabbing them
since. He doesn’t keep all of
them and many times gives
them to youngsters at the
games.

Hample has written three
books, has nearly 675,000 sub-
scribers to his YouTube chan-
nel at last check and has been
interviewed on talk shows
hosted by Jay Leno, Conan
O’Brien and Rosie O’'Donnell.

He caught Mike Trout’s first
career home run ball and the
3,000th hit by Alex Rodriguez
that sailed over the fence and
found its way into his glove.
He has his own baseball
cards, apparel and was the
subject of a full-length docu-
mentary.

Did he ever think his love
of catching baseballs would
get so big?

“T'had no idea,” Hample
said. “It was never my goal.

I really feel like I stumbled
into it. I've done a lot of
things that have increased my
reach — writing books, doing
the YouTube stuff and being
interviewed on TV a lot — but
that was just sort of a natu-
ral progression of trying to
further my career as a writer
and have a bigger audience.

I never thought it would get
this big.”

Hample's increase in popu-
larity has also led to a growth
in the number of critics, who
blast him regularly on X (for-
merly Twitter) for the over-
zealousness which he exhibits
in chasing down wayward
baseballs.

“It’s weird to kind of get
this attention for a nerdy
obsessive hobby,” Hample
said. “It really seems to catch
on with so many people. It
just feels like every kid who
is age 7-17 and likes baseball,
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seems to know who I am and
it’s fun.

“I'kind of get to live the
best of both worlds, right? I
can go to a baseball stadium
and get the celebrity treat-
ment and can pretend I'm all
famous and important and

worse, because the internet
can be a nasty place at times,
but thankfully almost every-
body I've met has been really
cool.”

Hample is sure to make
some new acquaintances in
Bristol and will have sone

then I walk out of there and
nobody knows who I am and

66 /feel like we

are all going to be
battling it out with each
other, but hopefully in a
friendly way. | know all
these guys and we fry to
negotiate and each pick a
spot and back off if one of
us gefs one first. ”

_T%

IR,

nobody cares. And I can just
get back to my normal life
and be like a civilian again.
It is very strange to be in this
situation. For better or for

competition in a throng that
could number in the 100,000
range.

“It would be cool to be at a
record-setting game,” Ham-
ple said. “We'll see if that
happens. ... Even if there are
100,000 people most of them
are not going to be sitting in
places where baseballs go.
It’s not like I have to com-
pete with 100,000 people. I
do know that a bunch of my
fellow baseball collectors are
going to be traveling in for
this game.

“I feel like we are all go-
ing to be battling it out with
each other, but hopefully in a
friendly way. I know all these
guys and we try to negotiate
and each pick a spot and back
off if one of us gets one first.
It’s a really nice community
of people who collect base-
balls. I'm not super worried

D |

about the competition, I'm
just more excited than any-
thing,” he said.

Like many people in the
Big Apple, Hample has never
been to a NASCAR track. Per-
haps this trip to Bristol will
inspire him to come back for

in September for the playoff
race.

“At one point a number of
years ago, I connected with
someone who was involved
somehow with NASCAR and
he told me if I wanted to go
to a race he’d help me get
access and maybe I'd do it
for YouTube,” Hample said.
“As things go, it didn’t quite
work out. ... I'd love to go
to a NASCAR race someday
though. At some point that
definitely needs to happen.”

For now, he’s savoring the
opportunity to be at a base-
ball game inside a famed
NASCAR venue.

“Like I said, I'm really look-
ing forward to coming to Bris-
tol for this game,” Hample
said. @
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he baseball game
between the
Atlanta Braves

and Cincinnati Reds on
Aug. 2 at Bristol Motor
Speedway will be known
as the Speedway Classic.

It could also be called
the Hardrock Cup but
that’s not a reference to
the Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino in Bristol.

Clyde “Hardrock”
Shoun of Mountain
City, Tennessee, pitched
five seasons for the
Cincinnati Reds and
three seasons with the
Boston Braves in the
1940s.

The most memorable
moment of a MLB career
that spanned from 1935-
1949 occurred when he
threw a no-hitter for
the Reds on May 15,
1944, and the opponent
happened to be the
Braves.

Lou Smith declared in
a column he wrote for
the Cincinnati Enquirer
in 1948 that Shoun was
the most honest player in
Major League Baseball.

Shoun was pitching
for the Boston Braves
at the time and a sports
publication mailed him
a questionnaire with a
familiar query: “What
was the greatest thrill

25

you ever got out of
baseball?”

“Payday,” Shoun
answered in a candid
and straightforward
reply that Smith could
appreciate.

Shoun played for
pay for five different
clubs over those 14
MLB seasons and while
cashing those big-league
checks was delightful,
it’s hard to imagine
going to the bank was as
thrilling as what Shoun
achieved in 1944.

It was on that day 81
years while with the
Reds, that Shoun twirled
ano-hitter in a 1-0
triumph over the Braves
at Crosley Field. He also
pounded out two hits at
the plate.

If there was going
to be a pitcher throw a
no-hitter in that game
most would've bet on
Jim Tobin of the Braves
achieving the feat.

Tobin had thrown a
no-no on April 27 against
the Brooklyn Dodgers
and entered the day with
a 2.44 ERA.

His adversary on the
other hand, Shoun, was
making his first start
of the season after four
appearances out of the
bullpen. His ERA at the

e e R, )

time: 6.23.

Of his 454 appearances
in the big leagues, only
85 of them were starts
for Shoun.

He was a relief
specialist before relief
specialists were cool, a
durable and tough left-
hander who was good
for one inning or nine.

“I never take a
rubdown,” Shoun
told the St. Louis Star
and Times in 1940.
“Don’t need ‘em. Oils,
ointments, liniments and
massages are all right
for some pitchers, but I
never use ‘em. Once or
twice last summer I put
a little alcohol on my
arm to cool it off after
pitching a few innings,
but generally speaking,
I have a rubber arm that
doesn’t need all the care
and attention that some
pitchers require for their
costly wings.

“In fact, I really don’t
have to warm up to
pitch. I can go right out
and throw a fastball
now without taking
any practice throws.
Ordinarily, three or four
pitches are enough to
get me ready to face the
batters.”

Bucky Walters had



thrown a one-hitter for the
Reds on April 14, 1944 in

a win over Boston, but he
would be outdone by his less
heralded teammate 24 hours
later.

Hardrock and his rubber
arm must’ve been feeling
good that fateful day at
Crosley Field as umpire
Beans Reardon gave the
command to play ball and
Shoun unleashed his first
pitch to Cincinnati catcher
Ray Mueller.

The 32-year-old retired
Tommy Holmes, Max Macon
and Chet Ross in order in the
top of the first inning on two
flyballs and a groundout.

Shoun had everything
working that day against the
Braves.

Boston got its only
baserunner on in the bottom
of the third when Tobin drew
a two-out walk. Shoun wasn't
flustered and got Holmes to
fly out to left field to end the
inning.

The only run of the game
came in the bottom of the
fifth inning when George
Aleno homered on a two-out
offering from Tobin. It was
the only home run Aleno hit
in ‘44 and one of just two the
third baseman hit over the
course of his four-year MLB
career.

Right fielder Gee Walker
and shortstop Eddie Miller
both made key plays to keep
the no-hitter intact according
to newspaper accounts.

Shoun'’s only strikeout
came in the second inning
when he fanned Chuck
Workman.

Shoun singled in the third
inning and doubled in the
eighth, but wound up being
stranded on the bases both
times. Not bad for a guy who
finished with a career batting
average of .202.

There probably wasn't
much of a buzz in the
ballpark that day as Shoun
kept putting up zeroes since
only 1,014 folks attended the
contest.

Pinch-hitter Stew Hofferth

grounded out to start the
nerve-racking ninth, while
Tobin followed by popping
out to Mueller in foul
territory.

On the final pitch of the
game, Shoun got Holmes to
hit a weak grounder back to
him. He handled the chance
calmly and tossed the ball
over to first baseman Frank
McCormick for the final out.

“I threw my hard fast one
to Tommy Holmes,” Shoun
explained to the Associated
Press afterwards. “Putting
everything I had on it.”

Final Score: Cincinnati 1,
Boston 0.

Time of Game: 1-hour,
19-minutes.

Shoun'’s no-hitter was a big
deal in Cincinnati.

It was the first no-no by
a Reds hurler since Johnny
Vander Meer threw back-to-
back no-hitters in 1938.

“If Clyde Shoun, the
tall hillbilly with the long
pantaloons, had a claim
to fame before, it was not
particularly because of his

66 Infact I really
don’t have to warm
up 1o pitch. | can go right
out and throw a fastball
now without faking any
practice throws. Ordinarily,
three or four pitches are

enough o get me ready fo
face the batfers.”

mastery of the art of pitching,
for he has never been much
more than a fair journeyman
hurler, with rather unusual
control and a talent for
stepping into tough relief
spots and getting out with

a minimum of damage,” Si
Burick wrote the next day in

LW*-HL

the Dayton Daily News.

It was an even bigger deal
back in his hometown.

“I do remember that the
older people told me later,
that people were glued
to their radios,” Johnson
County, Tennessee, resident
Jack Swift told the Bristol
Herald Courier in 2008.
“They wanted to listen to the
local boy’s exploits in the big
leagues.”

Eight months after that
game, Shoun was inducted
into the United States Navy
in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia,
and spent 1945 suiting up for
Uncle Sam in a non-combat
role due to his age.

The southpaw’s final stats
in the majors: 73-59, 31 saves,
3.90 ERA, one no-hitter, one
cool nickname.

“Back when I was a
freshman in high school, a
bunch of us were divided up
playing a game, some from
Doe Valley and the others
from town,” Shoun told

Jimmy Smyth of the Johnson
City Press-Chronicle in 1949.
“That day I struck out 16 or
17 batters and the opposing
players were quite a bit
peeved because they couldn’t
get to first base. After the
game, Tom Walsh, who is still
in business here in Mountain
City, explained it all by saying
‘Shoun is just an old hard
rock.””

Shoun later became an
alderman and vice-mayor in
his hometown and was an
avid outdoorsman.

He died on March 20,

1968, at the Mountain
Home Veterans Hospital in
Tennessee. Sadly, he passed
away on his 56th birthday.

It's certain Shoun would
have enjoyed seeing two of
his old teams playing not
far from his hometown of
Mountain City.

Who knows? Maybe one of
the pitchers will throw a no-
hitter. @
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JINWLE lr'lﬂl' SWISHER FOR NEW YORK &'/I'i’
WEDI TOUR IO PROMOTEMASCAR AND THE
LB SPEEDWAY CLASSIC AT BRISTOL

pair of NASCAR
Daytona 500 winners
-- Ricky Stenhouse Jr.

and Michael Waltrip -- joined
Bristol Motor Speedway
executives recently part in
a daylong New York media
tour to spread the word about
all things NASCAR and the
MLB Speedway Classic at
Bristol Motor Speedway.
Stenhouse and Waltrip were
joined by Yankees great Nick
Swisher as guests on FOX &
Friends to kick off a day of
interviews hyping upcoming
NASCAR races, including the
crown jewel Bass Pro Shops
Night Race at Bristol Motor
Speedway in September and
also talking a little baseball.
The MLB Speedway Classic
will be played in Tennessee at
the legendary NASCAR ven-
ue when the Atlanta Braves
and Cincinnati Reds take to
the field inside The Last Great
Colosseum on Saturday night,
Aug 2. (FOX, 7 p.m. ET).
After their visit with FOX &
Friends, the group moved
around New York City and
had photo opportunities
in Times Square with the
MLB Speedway Classic Pace
Car and at the prominent
NASDAQ billboard to take
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(From left to right) Michael Waltrip, Nick Swisher and Ricky Stenhouse Jr. pose by the MLB Speedway Classic
pace car in Times Square Tuesday during a media tour to promote the upcoming baseball game at Bristol
Motor Speedway and NASCAR.
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another memorable photo.
The group then went to MLB
headquarters for additional
interviews and social media
plays before taking part in a
media zoom teleconference
with a variety of journalists
just before lunch.

During the zoom, the trio
were joined by former Braves
All-Star player Andruw Jones
and Reds Hall of Famer Sean
Casey as media tossed them
some questions.

One journalist wanted to
know the significance of all
this. Both Swisher and Casey
jumped in immediately.

“The fact that we are honored
enough to be part of this
amazing event is incredible,”
Swisher said. “Sports fans in
general are going to want to
be a part of this. For all of us
who have played baseball,

to see what MLB is doing to
expand the sport, kudos to
them. Reaching out to this
many fans in new ways like
the Speedway Classic at Bris-
tol Motor Speedway is exactly

6 6 For Major League
Baseball and our

sport, along with all the
baseball fans, to have an
opportunily fo compefe
there given everything that
has taken place there in
racing and now fo have
this new chapfter for all
the baseball fans is just
tremendous. Personally, for
the guys who will be in this
game, o give this amazing
experience fo fhese players,
it’s a one-of-a kind thing.
I'm excited to see it all go
down.”
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An early morning stop in the tour was with FOX & Friends.

what you want to do to grow
the game.”

Casey, who said he played in
two special games during his
career, one at the LA Coli-
seum and another in Japan,
says these players need to rec-
ognize the opportunity and
savor every second of it.
“The history of Bristol Motor
Speedway and what that
means to NASCAR fans and
the drivers in that sport is
really inspiring,” Casey said.
“For Major League Baseball
and our sport, along with all
the baseball fans, to have an
opportunity to compete there
given everything that has tak-
en place there in racing and
now to have this new chapter
for all the baseball fans is just
tremendous. Personally, for
the guys who will be in this

game, to give this amazing
experience to these players,
it’s a one-of-a kind thing. I'm
excited to see it all go down.”
As for preparation tips as the
teams enter a stadium that
has never hosted a baseball
game before, Jones, a five-
time All-Star with the Braves,
said to just keep it simple.
“Have fun, enjoy it,” Jones
said with a big smile.
Swisher said he is jealous and
would savor the opportunity
to play in this game and that
the MLB has done many
games like this before in
nontraditional places, so the
players should be fine.
“Protocols are in place that
have to be followed,” Swisher
said. “They will make sure
the field is the best, in tip-top
shape. I think we are good
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at bringing a couple of our
own “NASCARs” out for the
game in speedsters (Elly) De
La Cruz and (Ronald) Acuna.
The two worlds with NAS-
CAR and baseball couldn’t be
better. People are going to be
pleased with what they see
that night.”

Said Casey: “I would encour-
age all players to check it out
when they get there and take
a look at the walls and find
out where the lips are on the
grass to the dirt. When you
get to Bristol you are really
going to have to take a look
and see how things work,
how the ball plays off the
wall. I hope the Braves and
Reds really lean into that, two
teams getting to experience
Bristol and enjoy that.”
Waltrip and Stenhouse Jr. also
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S. MAIN ST. -FELTS PARK-GALAX, VA
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

AUGUST 4,5,6,7,8,9, 2025
$20,000.00 IN CASH PRIZES

TROPHIES AND RIBBONS

Admission: Monday $10.00, Tuesday $10.00, Thursday $10.00
(Children under 12 Free with paid escort)

Saturday $15.00, Season Ticket $50.00 CONTESTANT TICKET $50.00 NO ADVANCE TICKETS SOLD
Contestant and non-rontestant camping inside the park area are on a first-come,
first serve basis, at discretion of Moose, at $100.00 per space.
Absolutely NO CAMPING will be allowed in Park UNTIL 7:00 A.M. SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd, 2025.
NO WALK IN CAMPERS WILL BE ADMITTED UNTIL AFTER 4 P.M. ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd.

PROGRAM

MONDAY, 5:30 P.M.: Youth Competitions (see rules on back)

TUESDAY NIGHT: Old Time Fiddle, Dobro, Mandolin

WEDNESDAY NIGHT: Bluegrass Fiddle, Dulcimer, Bluegrass Banjo
THURSDAY NIGHT: Clawhammer Banjo, Autoharp, Guitar

FRIDAY NIGHT: Old Time Bands and Bluegrass Bands

SATURDAY AFTERNOON (Beginning 12 Noon): Folk Song and Dance-Flatfoot
SATURDAY NIGHT: Bluegrass Bands and Oldtime Bands

Old Fiddlers Convention Youth Competition

1. Age 15 and under for both individual and band members. Must have parent or
guardian to accompany contestant at gate and at registration.

2. Registration to be held on Monday, August 4th, 2025, from 2:30 PM. to 4:30 PM. in
the tent. No advanced registrations accepted and there is no registration fee
and no refunds for competition. Competition starts at 5:30 PM.

3. Categories & Program Order

1. OId Time Fiddle 4. Clawhammer Banjo 7. Band
2. Bluegrass Fiddle 5. Bluegrass Banjo
3. Mandolin 6. Guitar

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO OLD FIDDLERS CONVENTION, P.0. BOX 655, GALAX, VA 24333
FOR ENTRY BLANK AND/OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CONTACT: PHONE: 276-236-8541.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL LAWS WILL BE ENFORCED
Absolutely NO Dogs, Skate Boards, Rollerblades, Bicycles, Motorcycles,
Golf Carts, or ATV's on Grounds.
www.oldfiddlersconvention.com
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had some suggestions based
on their years of experience
competing on the all-concrete
high banks in their race cars.
“Bristol is a unique venue
because it’s so electric,” said
Waltrip, who is now a racing
analyst on FOX Sports. “It
has everything you want to
be successful. The fans are
incredible. The atmosphere

is intense. It’s really cool

to me how MLB and
NASCAR are on the

same track, each
reaching out

to new audi-
ences and fan
bases. The I
NASCAR A
world is &
broaden- A =
ing its : ]
hori-
zons

as

well.

To
know
on

Au-
gust
2nd

we are
going

to play
a Major
League
Baseball
game at
Bristol Motor
Speedway and
then turn around on
September 13 and have
NASCAR there with the
Night Race is just so cool to
me.”

Stenhouse, who says he was
a left-handed pitcher and
played some first base in

his high school days before
making auto racing his full-
time job, says he would love
to have the opportunity to
check out the field first-hand
but NASCAR's schedule is in
Iowa that weekend.

“I would love to get on the
mound and throw some
pitches,” said Stenhouse, who
currently drives the No. 47
Chevy for Hyak Motorsports.
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“It would be neat to get there
and take in the field.”
Stenhouse recommended that
every player take a look at
some video of the track when
it’s in full beast mode.
“Bristol is my favorite place
to race and to
watch a

T

ing to win at Bristol before I
do. But seriously, I can’t wait
to tune in and watch these
guys play. If they hit one over
the wall, I want to see where
it lands.”
To show how tough Bristol
can be, Waltrip suggest-
ed looking up
a video

The MLB Speedway Classic Pace Car was in New York City making the
rounds and the game was featured on the prominent NASDAQ bill-

board in Times Square.

race,” Stenhouse said. “Hope-
fully the fans will show up

at Bristol and enjoy the game
and then some of those fans
will come back in a few
weeks and watch the Night
Race. I've finished second at
Bristol a handful of times, so
it’s killing me knowing that
one of these two teams is go-

as well. The one from the
1990 Xfinity season that
shows his car disintegrat-
ing after impact with one of
the track walls. He says the
track is just unique among all
the places NASCAR visits.
“The banking is straight up,”
Waltrip said. “You can barely
climb up it, and it’s only a

half-mile track. You're just
constantly in the corners at
speeds upwards of 150 miles
per hour. It's just crazy how
precise and how technical
you have to be to be success-
ful there.”
Another journalist asked
which team would be favored
with the fanbase. Track presi-
dent Jerry Caldwell said both
teams are well represented by
fans throughout the region.
Both teams’ stadiums
are approximately 300
miles away from
BMS. Even though
technically the
Reds are posi-
tioned as the
% | “Home Team”
‘:; for the game,
\ Jones still
"\, | thinks the
\. "\ Braves
may have
more fans
in atten-
dance.
“You
could call
it Braves
country
honestly, all
throughout
the South-
east,”
Jones
said.
“We
built a
big fan
base
there
through
TV.It's a
good thing to be
part of it and we will have a
lot of Braves fans out there
for sure. We hosted some
NASCAR nights at Braves
games back in the day and we
always had a lot of NASCAR
drivers there visiting us who
are Braves fans.”
Swisher, who now works as
a baseball analyst and con-
sultant, says he’s pumped
to get to Bristol and take in
the game after having a great
time during the media tour
with Stenhouse and Waltrip.



“I've had a blast today hang-
ing out with Mike and Ricky,
we're blessed to have ambas-
sadors like this to help spread
the word about this project,”
Swisher said.

Later, Waltrip and Stenhouse
ended their day by traveling

to nearby Citi Field to cheer
on the Braves. Prior to the
game they were both invited
to attend Braves batting prac-
tice.

Following the media tour it
was apparent the buzz for the
game is filled with anticipa-

tion and with only 36 days
until the words “Play Ball!”
are uttered inside the Last
Great Colosseum, the sense of
urgency for the MLB Speed-
way Classic is intensifying.
“It's going to be one of

those special nights that goes

down in history,” Caldwell
said. “People are going to
want to be there and want to
be a part of it, or tune in on
FOX and take in this event.”
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BMS President Jerry Caldwell (leff), MLB great Nick Swisher, NASCAR Cup driver Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and NASCAR FOX Sports personality Michael

Waltrip were in New York City Wednesday promoting NASCAR and the MLB Speedway Classic.
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MLB All-Star players from
the Cincinnati Reds and
Atlanta Braves posed
for an historic photo
beside the MLB Speed-
way Classic Pace Car
Monday prior to Media
Day for the MLB All-Star
Game in Atlanta. Reds
players Andrew Abboft
and Elly De La Cruz are
on the left and Braves
players Ronald Acuna
Jr. and Chris Sale are on
the right side of the car,
which is posifioned in
front of the Coca-Cola
Roxy Theatre next door
fo the Braves’ home
field and home fo this
season’s All-Star Game,
Truist Park. The much-
anticipated MLB Speed-
way Classic presented
by BuildSubmarines.
com will feature the
two longtime National
League rivals and be
played at Bristol Motor
Speedway on Saturday
night, August 2 (7 p.m.,
FOX). It is the first MLB
game to be played in
a moftorsports venue
and also the first to be
played in the state of
Tennessee.



Now Accepting New Patients
DOT Physicals
Sports Physicals - TN/VA
. Most Insurance Accepted
4 Appointments are Available,
' We Could See You Today!
Walk Ins Currently Welcomed

=1 At Anchor Health, your well-being is : 1.
our priority.

With decades of combined medical
experience, we deliver compassionate,
personalized care that treats you as a
person—not a number. From addressing
current health concerns to proactive
prevention, we're here to support your
journey toward a healthier, more fulfilling
life. Our commitment is simple: care the
way it should be—genuine, attentive, and
focused entirely on you.

John Blakley, FNP

: 933 TN-126, Bristol, TN 37620 4
w 423-968-1772 o,
f’”https /lanchorhealthandwellnesss5. godaddysues.cb
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everal baseball per-
sonalities were inter-
viewed during MLB

All-Star Game Media Day last
month in Atlanta to get their
thoughts on the upcoming
MLB Speedway Classic pre-
sented by BuildSubmarines.
com at Bristol Motor Speed-
way featuring the Atlanta
Braves and Cincinnati Reds
on August 2.

Atlanta Braves Outfielder
Ronald Acuna Ir.

“It's my first fime playing in a
game like that. It's so exciting to
get fo play in the game against
Elly (de la Cruz, Reds) and we will
have fun there. It's a most special
place to play.”

Cincinnati Reds Shortstop
Ellyde Ia Cruz

“I'm so excited to play there. |
know there’s going to be a lot of
people. | like playing in front of a
lot of people, so I'm super-excit-
ed. It's great fo be a part of it.”

Atlanta Braves pitcher

Chris Sale

“It's going to be really cool. |
went fo the London series (2019)
and | really enjoy these one-off
type games. Having it at a motor
speedway is pretty cool. My fam-
ily is really info racing, so they
are excited. But once the game
gets going, it's just baseball. You
know, some of the ceremonious
stuff is going to be before the
game starts and the first inning,
but once the game gets going,

I think it will be like any other
game. It's the same game you've
played all your life. Go out there
and fry to leave it all on the field.”

Cincinnati Reds pitcher

Andrew Abhott

“I grew up a NASCAR fan so I'm
getting a little taste of my child-
hood right now. I think it's going
fo be great for the game. | think
it's going to hit some areas where
we don't have influence. | think
it's good for both sports. | think it's
good for the players to get that
exfra exposure and it’s good for
the MLB as well.”

Atlanta Braves First Baseman

Matt Oison
“It should be an electric crowd.
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You know, I really like the
field of dreams type
games so it should
be really cool. I've
never been fo a
NASCAR race,
so being able
to see it
and play a
game ata
racetrack
will be
fun.”

Atlanta Braves
pitcher Chris Sale

Atlanta
Braves
Man-

ager

Brian
Snitker
“It'sa

huge
place, it will
be interest-
ing to see how
they can con-
figure a baseball
field inside a NASCAR

track. It's something

different that we don’t get

to do a lot. It's going fo be

fun. I know in those situations
MLB always does a good job of
making sure all of the things

the teams need are avail-
able just like if we were
at our home field. If
we have fo adjust,
we will adjust.
We are good at
adjusting. | keep
up with NASCAR.
You could say
I'm somewhat
ofafan.|
watch when |
am around th

e Xenedll Cincinnali Reds
have been tc shoristop
few races - I' [ 1) R < K% (174
been to Atlar,

Motor Speed-

ESPN Baseball
Analyst
Harold Reyn-
olds

“I'think it's going
to be phenom-
enal. Anytime
you can get a large
crowd like that and
reach into an area that
doesn’t have a Major League
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22 BEERS
ON TAP!

Multiple
TV Screens to
Watch Your

Favorlte Sports
DINE IN OR ORDER OUT!
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team, it's going to be exciting.
I've been fo all of them. I've been
fo lowa, fo the cornfields. I've
been fo Rickwood, but this one
here is going tfo be the biggest
one of them all. It's going fo be a
good time.”

University of Tennessee Baseball
Head Coach Tony Vitello

“It should be astounding fo see
that many people watching one
Major League Baseball game. It
will grow the sport not just locally,
but around the country. It's grow-

P

ing in our state, because the pop-
ulation is going up, and baseball
is gefting better. The Smokies
have always been in the state of
Tennessee, but they’re growing
because now their ballpark is in
downtown Knoxville. It's a prefty

[ &Y
| SPEEDOWAY
\CLASSIC 25
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good time to be in our area for
baseball, but this event is literally
a global event.”

To purchase tickets please
visit the MLB Speedway Clas-
sic website.

Major League Baseball recently announced the FOX team for coverage of the MLB Speedway Classic at Bristol Mofor Speedway on August 2
between the Atlanta Braves and Cincinnati Reds. The lineup includes (from left fo right) announcer Kevin Burkhardt, Alex Rodriguez, David “Big

Papi” Ortiz and Derek Jefer.
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Timeless Colonial Elegance in a Park-Like Setting

839 North Meadowbrook Lane, Marion, Virginia 24354
Auction Begins to Close Thursday, August 7, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.

Welcome to this stunning 2-story brick Colonial nestled on 3.7 Acres (+) just outside of Marion. Boasting
over 4,000 square feet of refined living space, this grand residence blends classic charm with
modern comfort.

Step through the front door and be greeted by a majestic staircase that sets the tone for the homes gra-
cious style. With 5 spacious bedrooms and 3 full baths, there’s room for everyone-plus a full basement with a
half bath perfect for a workshop, recreation room, or home gym.

The updated kitchen and bathrooms bring contemporary appeal, while hardwood floors, carpets, and de-
tailed craftsmanship maintain the traditional colonial warmth. Enjoy peace of mind with a
radon mitigation system already in place and electric heatpumps.

Outdoors you'll find a park-like setting ideal for entertaining, gardening, or simply soaking in the
beauty of the landscape. The 2 car garage adds convenience, while overall privacy and space offer a rare find.
Don’t miss the chance to make this distinguished home your forever retreat!

To register to bid online and for terms, go to countsauction.com
or download the Counts Realty and Auction App!

Inspection: Sunday, August 3 from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. or by appointment

TERMS: A 10% buyers premium will be added to final bid to determine contract price. 5% deposit required.
If high bid is approved by seller, high bidder will be required to sign contract within 48 hours.

Announcements made day of sale take precedence over all printed materials.
For further information contact
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AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST
BREAST CANCER FOR
NORTHEAST TN AND
SOUTHWEST VA

Saturday, October 18th
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino
10:00 AM

Register
www.makingstrideswalk.org/
easttnswva

Little Pink Dress Party

Saturday, September 27th
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino
6:00 PM
Individual Tickets
S125
Table of Ten
S1000

www.PinkDressParty.givesmart.com
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BRISTOL

IAWEWE,

2130 Volunteer Parkway, Bristol, TN 37620
423-793-7418
bristolhonda.com

2909 N ROAN ST, JOHNSON CITY, TN 37601

423-282-2493

JOHNSONCITYACURA.COM
JOHNSONCITYMAZDA.COM
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F
Cindy Hornsby
276-608-8262

Daniel Shew
276-274-5271

N

Shannon Smith
423-827-4462

-
L

Andrew Neese
276-619-1187

Connie Cook
423-646-8436

&

i
(s

Annette Leonard

276-356-9191

701 Bluff City Highway

Bristol, TN 37620
Phone: 423-217-0346

Reed Thomas
423-341-6866

Rob Thomas

.
Shelley Martin
423-416-0303

Brittany Rutherford
989-670-2627

Debra Kennedy
423-956-4228

GAME DAY

BASEBALL IN BRISTOL

AT THE
LAST GREAT COLOSSEUM

o

-
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fr i

Joan Lawson Pierce
423-360-3438

Marilyn Worley
561-632-1101

Bethany Johnson
276-356-2289

s~ 41
'rﬂ“‘:-/?’ I

423-341-6954

Rebecca Arnold
276-734-5085

-
L, L

Debra Ball
423-366-7556

Margo Sexton
276-356-2657

Ashton Adkins
423-956-9863

Chris Martin
423-967-7075

Zoe Clark
276-591-7311

1060 W. Main St., Suite 12
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Abingdon, VA 24210
Phone: 276-451-3060




