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$3,250,000
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Brittany Rutherford
Broker/Owner 989-670-2627
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Daniel Shew Margo Sexton
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Andrew Neese
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Licensed TN/VA

Bethany Johnson
276-356-2289

Annette Leonard
Licensed VA
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561-632-1101 423-827-4462 423-366-7556
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Connie Cook Chris Martin Zoe Clark Sarah Miller Evelyn Lindamood Joan Lawson Pierce
423-646-8436 423-967-7075 276-591-7311 276-469-9792 423-646-8319 423-360-3438
Licensed TN Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA

Licensed TN/VA

OMES

of the Tri Cities, Inc.

Abingdon, VA 24210
276-451-3060

701 Bluff City Highway
Bristol, TN 37620

EQUAL HOUSING
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By Allen Gregory

he Super Grip NHRA
T Thunder Valley Nation-

als at Bristol Dragway
represents big business,
maijor league competition
and civic pride.

From June 7-9, little
Bristol will again be under a
national spotlight as the top
stars and cars in drag racing
work their magic among
the green hills of Northeast
Tennessee.

While some area business
and civic types have yet
to grasp the lucrative big
picture, fans and competi-
tors know all about the rich
history for stock cars, moto-
cross, dirf fracks, kart racing
and drag racing across the
Mountain Empire.

Consider the comments
of National Hot Rod Asso-
ciation Funny Car veteran
Ron Capps from Carlsbad,

{THUNDER |in|the|Valley

Little Bristol Needs to Embrace
Big NHRA Show

rage o

California.

"When you get off the
plane in Bristol, the whole
town is all about the race,”
Capps said. “You go to a
restaurant, or a store, every-
body knows you're in town.

“The newspaper, the front
page of sports is about the
race. | feed off that.”

Capps knows the secret
fo success af the legend-
ary Bristol Dragway layout.
He holds the track record
for Funny Cars victories with
six, including two straight
victories in the Super Grip
Nationals.

Naturally, Capps is eager
for another blast in Bristol.

“The Bristol fans are really
into it,” Capps said. "It's just
a fun time, some of the best
fimes I've had.

“It's like a good rock band
showing up in a fown and
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L When you get

off the plane in
Bristol, the whole
town is all about
the race,” Capps
said. “You gofo
a restaurant, or a
store, everybody
knows you're in
town.

the fans are waiting outside
the tour bus. You're going o
put on a good show.”

The success story of Bristol
Motor Speedway has been
well documented across the

region and nation, but the
tales of Bristol Dragway are
just as fascinating.

When the facility opened
in 1965, is was cutting edge
in all aspects.

Before the 1965 Spring
Nationals at Thunder Val-
ley, many drag races were
staged on airport runways
with bleacher seating.

Thanks to the bold vision of
frack founders Larry Carrier
and Carl Moore, Bristol Drag-
way wass a purpose-built
masterpiece with expansive
parking, massive concrete
grandstands and a wide,
smooth racing surface.

Carrier and Moore even
constructed a four-story
tower for officials, media
and guests.

From radical rides to
earth-sharing sounds and
colorful characters, the first

NHRA national event held in
the Southeast soon became
a must-see experience,

The names have
changed over the years, but
the appeal of Thunder Val-
ley is just as infoxicating.

Here's hoping every busi-
ness owner in the surround-
ing Bristol area offers some
sort of welcome message,
banner or salute 1o NHRA
and Bristol Dragway this
week,

We're talking about major
exposure here. Just imagine
the cost of a national televi-
sion, radio or print cam-
paign showcasing images
of the city and region.

Welcome to Bristol, NHRA.
Little Bristol is ready for an-
other big show. ¢



ustin Ashley (Top
J Fuel), Ron Capps

(Funny Car), Erica
Enders (Pro Stock) and
Steve Johnson (Pro Stock
Motorcycle) claimed
fitles in 2023 at Bristol
Dragway and those driv-
ers will again be under
the spotlight for the 23rd
annual Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals.

Capps claimed his sec-
ond consecutive Super
Grip NHRA Thunder Valley
Nationals crown last sea-
son when he defeated
Alexis DedJoria in the final
round.

If he wants to go three
in a row, Capps must
defeat the likes of early
season points leader
Austin Prock, Gainesville
winner J.R. Todd, reign-
ing series champ Matt
Hagan, Bob Tasca and
John Force.

With six victories,
Capps is the winningest
Funny Car driver at Bristol
Dragway.

Ashley enjoyed a
weekend to remember in
Bristol last year.

When the rain-delayed

(THUNDER Jin|the|Valley

NHRA

Thunder Valley

Return to Bristol

ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMENT

Nationals

NHRA New England Na-
tionals had to be con-
tested in Bristol, Ashley
not only claimed the
Epping title on Saturday,
but he also went on to
win the Bristol race.

Ashley won two races
early this season. His
competition includes
defending series cham-
pion Doug Kalitta, two-
time 2024 winner Shawn
Langdon. and the Cap-
co duo of Steve and Billy
Torrence. Fans can also
watch NASCAR legend
Tony Stewart make his
Bristol Top Fuel debut.

Enders, the reigning Pro
Stock world champ, was
winless until her Bristol
breakthrough last sea-
son. The Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals
fitle was the turning point
in her season, as she
went on to win her sixth
Pro Stock title.

Boosted by an early-
season win in Gaines-
ville, Enders is in the hunt
again. The Pro Stock
mix also includes early-
season points leader and
Enders’ longtime rival

Justin Ashley celebrafes with his feam inside fhe winners circle affer capturing the Top Fuel division at Brisfol

Dragway last season.

Greg Anderson along
with Dallas Glenn, vet-
eran driver Jeg Coughlin
Jr., Aaron Stanfield and
Cristian Cuadra.
Johnson, a veteran
within the Pro Stock Mo-
torcycle class, was one
of only four race winners
in 2023. He claimed
his Bristol triumph over
Gaige Herrera, who went
red in the final round.
Herrera, who won 11

events last year, went on
to claim the title in domi-
nant fashion. He was just
as dominant early this
season.

Johnson is only the
third motorcycle rider to
win at Bristol Dragway,
as the class was added
to the Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nation-
als in 2021. Other con-
tenders include six-fime
champion Matt Smith,

former champ LE Ton-
glet, John Hall, Hector
Arana Jr. and Angie
Smith.

The fan-favorite Mis-
sion #2Fast2Tasty NHRA
Challenge is scheduled
for Saturday. Semifinal-
ists from the NHRA New
England Nationals, will
meet up in Bristol fora
specialty race rematch
with the winnerstaking
home bonus points and
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a bonus purse.

The Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals
will also feature competi-
tion in the NHRA Lucas
Oil Drag Racing Series,
featuring some of the
top racers in the country,
as well as the Congruity
NHRA Pro Mod Drag Rac-
ing Series presented by
LearnEV+, Flexjet NHRA
Factory Stock Showdown
and Johnson's Horse-
powered Garage Moun-
tain Motor Pro Stock.

The weekend features
an appearance from the
Legends Nostalgia Nitro
Funny Cars as well,

Fans will be invited to
the Nitro Alley Stage all
weekend, which features
Nitro School, meet and
greets, music and more.
The festivities feature
special pre-race cer-
emonies that celebrate
each of the drivers
racing for the Wally on
Sunday and includes the
fan favorite SealMaster
Track Walk.

After final qualifying
on Saturday, fans will be
freated to an autograph

{THUNDER |in|the|Valley

session and fanfest

at the Bristol Dragway
welcome tent mid-
way.

As always, fans also
get an exclusive pit
pass where they can
watch teams service
their hot rods be-
tween rounds and get
autographs from their
favorite drivers.

Fans can also visit
NHRA's popular Nitro
Alley and Manufac-
turers Midway, where
sponsors and race
vendors have interac-
tive displays, simulat-
ed competitions, mer-
chandise and food.

NHRA Mission Foods
Drag Racing Series
qualifying will feature
two rounds at 4 and
6:45 p.m. on Friday,
June 7, and the final
two rounds of qualify-
ing on Saturday, June 8
at 12:30 and 3:15 p.m.

Eliminations will begin
at 12 p.m. on Sunday,
June 9.

Television coverage in-
cludes qualifying action
at 7 p.m. on Friday and

Pro Slock driver Erica Enders celebrales with her feam
affer capfuring victory in the Thunder Valley Nationals
on Sunday at Brisfol Dragway.

12:30 p.m.
on Sunday
on FS1,
leading into
eliminations
coverage at
7 p.m. on
Sunday. ¢

NHRA Pro Sfock Molorcycle Rider Steve Johnson Eager for the World Tifle

Ron Capps capitured the Funny Car division in the Thun-
der Valley Nationals last year at Bristol Dragway.

22 BEERS
ON TAP!

Multiple
TV Screens to
Watch Your
Favorite Sports

‘smy e g1 aleu
FlNESThA}DFA&% CogFe

@ SO

DINE IN OR ORDER OUT!

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11AM - 10PM
SUNDAY 11AM - 9PM

Q 115 Charwood Dr, Abingdon, VA 24210 |\ 276-525-4999
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John Force Returns to Bristol Dragway
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Funny Car John Force and Tim Wilkerson prepare fo leave the sfart line af Brisfol Dragway last June.

otorsports fans of
all types have a
golden opportunity

0 witness history from June
/-9 at Bristol Dragway.

That's when the winningest
driver in NHRA history makes
another stop in Bristol for the
Super Grip NHRA Thunder
Valley Nationals.

Feel the Force.

Over the past four de-
~ades, John Force has
Jelighted crowds with his
nagnetic persondlity, cour-
Jge and uncanny skill.

At age 75, Force has ad-

mitted in recent interviews
that his time is running short
after 16 NHRA Funny Car
world titles.

*I'm just facing the truth in
life. I'm trying fo hang on,”
Force said.

That narrative changed
on April 7 when Forced
powered to his 156th
career NHRA victory and
first in two years at Arizona’s
Firebird Motorsports Park
in the completion of the
postponed Lucas Oil NHRA
Winternationals.

“All of sudden you win and

your personality just chang-
es. Things went right, and |
got the win, so I'm excited,”
Force said.

Force has won four times
at Bristol Dragway, with the

last tiumph coming in 2013.

Win or lose, fans come
out in droves to support their
battle-tested superhero.

With Force on the mar-
quee, there is no need for
flashy television commer-
cials or a screaming carmni-
val barker 1o sell tickets or
move merchandise.

From his frademark smoky

burnouts to his animated
interviews, this former truck
driver and high school quar-
terback from Yorba Linda,
California, is a one-man
marketing machine.

While four-time series
champion Matt Hagan and
young gun Austin Prock
have led the Funny Car
standings early this season,
Force has remained in the
mix.

Several times during his
remarkable career, Force
has been written off and
counted out,

L g
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The secret power in this
story is sheer willpower,

Through gruesome
crashes, horrific injuries and
financial setbacks, Force
has been able to storm
back off the canvas and
re-invent himself better than
any Transformer action
figure,

The Force is strong and
look for him to work more
magic inside Thunder Valley.

v 4
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DAMIEN SORDELETT
The Roanoke Times

Matt Hagan spent
the first four races of
the NHRA season get-
fing “back to where we
feel comfortable” after
what he described were
‘wholesale changes” with
the motor and bellhous-
ing in his Tony Stewart
Racing Funny Car.

The Christiansburg na-
tive hadn’t tasted victory
in those events despite
reaching a pair of finals.

The fifth time was the
charm for the four-time
world champion.

Hagan, an Auburn
High School graduate,
recorded his 50th career
victory Sunday when he
outdueled three Funny
Car drivers in the final of
the 14th annual Four-
Wide Nationals at zZMAX
Dragway.

*It honestly is incred-
ible. | never dreamed
I'd be out here this long
doing this for a living and
being successful at it,”
Hagan said Monday in

{THUNDER Jin|the|Valley

Hagan Claims 50th NHRA Victory

E
-

a phone interview. “You
always kind of start it off
as, oh, this is going to
be fun and we'll ride the
wave as long as it’ll last.
Man, it's been close to
15 years now that I've
been in a Funny Car. To
have 50 wins, it's incred-

ible.”

He joined John Force,
Ron Capps and Robert
Hight as the only drivers
to reach the 50-win mark
exclusively in a Funny
Car. Hagan became the
24th driver in NHRA his-
tory to reach 50 career

victories and the 16th to
do so in pro classes.

Hagan won his fourth
Funny Car world cham-
pionship last year to join
Force, Kenny Bernstein
and Don Prudhomme as
the only drivers 1o win
that many titles.

“To do that in today’s
age with the rules and
just the regulations and
the way they are, it's
honestly incredible,”
Hagan said. “lt's a huge
festament to the feam
that's around me be-
cause they're such driven
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individuals.

"l would love to sit here
and fell you it's because
I'm a great driver, but it’s
truly been about the guys
that | put myself around
and how smart they are
and how driven and mo-
tivated they are and how

L It's been an
amazing career. If
it ended fomorrow,

to have 50 wins is
incredible. To be
in the ... ranks of

Force and Don

Prudhomme and
Kenny Bernstein,
that blows my
mind

hard they work. I've just
been kind of been riding
their coattails.

"It's been an amazing
career. If it ended tomor-
row, fo have 50 wins is in-
credible. To be in the ...
ranks of Force and Don
Prudhomme and Kenny
Bernstein, that blows my
mind.”

The reigning Funny
Car world champ beat
Force, J.R. Todd and
Daniel Wilkerson in the
four-car final Sunday,
turning in a time of 3.946
seconds at 332.34 mph
in his 11,000-horsepower
TSR Direct Connection
Dodge/SRT Hellcat. Wilk-
erson was second.

"It puts a special little
feather in your cap just

(THUNDER {in|the|Valley

knowing that you goft to
race the guy and beat
one of the greatest that
ever lived,” Hagan said
of beating Force, a 16-
time Funny Car world
champion.

Force edged Hagan to
win the Winternationals. It
was Force's record 156th
NHRA victory.

"I've been able to
baftle it out with him for
championships,” Hagan
said of Force. "... | have
a lot of respect for him.”

Hagan moved up to
third in the Funny Car
points standings with his
first victory of the season.
He is 32 points behind
leader Austin Prock and
15 points behind Todd.

Hagan had three wins
at this point one year
ago, but his team made
changes in the motor
and bellhousing over the
offseason. He said Mon-
day that different things
— such as weather- and
tfrack-related issues —
prevented the team from
geftting the necessary
number of test runs to
iron out the kinks.

"Sometimes it takes
some races to iron that
stuff out,” he said. "One
thing about it, my guys
are super smart, so they
do a good job of iron-
ing those combos out.
We've got some of the
best boys working on
this thing that | wouldn’t
tfrade them for anybody.
There's just nobody out
there that | think are finer
guys to wrench on these
cars.”

Hagan had speed in
the first four races. He
reached the quarterfinals
at the season-opening
Gatornationals, lost to
Force in the final at the

ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMEN

Maltf Hagan is surrounded by 53 frophies (49 race wins and four championships) during a December evenf in
Christiansburg celebrating his fourth NHRA Funny Car world championship. Hagan added his 50th career vic-
fory Sunday in the Four-Wide Nationals at zMAX Dragway in Concord, North Carolina.

Winterna-
fionals, ad-
vanced to
the Round
of 16 at
the Arizona
Nationals,
and finished
fourth in the
final of the
Four-Wide
Nationals at
The Strip at
Las Ve-
gas Motor
Speedway.
The other
winners
Sunday
were Justin
Ashley (Top
Fuel), Greg
Anderson
(Pro Stock),
and Gaige
Herrera (Pro
Stock Mo-
torcvele) &

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
SAT., JUNE 22, 2024 - 10:00 AM

PRIVATE COLLECTION OF OVER 100 GUNS
ALSO AMMO - BRASS - KNIVES - SLINGS - GUN PARTS
Sale Site: “VFW Post 1115” 701 W. Stuart Dr. - Hillsville, VA

36 Long Guns To Include: Winchester, Marlin
Remington, Ruger, 98 Mauser, Savage, SKS, Lefever, Rossi,
Springfield, Nagant, AR-15, H&R, Volunteer Commando,
NEF, Keltech, Charter Arms & more!
61 Hand Guns To Include: S&W, Taurus, Glock, Colt,
P. Beretta, M-11, Grendal, Remington, Rock Island, Charter
Arms, AMT, Ruger, Intratec, Tokarev, Sports Arm, Russian
Nagant, savage, Walther, Iver Johnson, Super Commanche,
Mauser, Lugar, OF Mossberg, Ithaca, Dan Wesson & more!
ALSO LOTS of AMMUNITION, several bullet molds,

un stocks, gun slings, knives, duck decoys, SKS &
AR mags, 94 Win. Butt stocks, brass & more! For a
complete lots list of guns and ammo visit:
www.dawnauction.com or call our office.
Terms: Cash, check or credit/debit card day of auction.
All Federal Firearms Regulations will apply.
Inspection: 1.5 hrs. prior to auction.
Directions: Travelling on |-77 take Exit# 14 (Hillsville/
Galax) then go E on Rt.# 58 for 2.0 mi. to VFW Post 1115
on the right.

DAWN AUCTION CO.
235 W. Stuart Drive e Hillsville, VA ¢ VAAR #789
276-728-9181 ¢ www.dawnauction.com
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Antron Brown Looking for a

ntron Brown has
earned three NHRA
Top Fuel world titles

and recently pushed his
career victory total to 75.

One piece of that re-
sumMme remains missing.

The former Pro Stock
Motorcycle racer has
won at least one race at
every NHRA facility ex-
cept Bristol Dragway.

“That's a problem,”
Brown said. “I've always
loved this track and I've
always wanted to win
here.”

Brown was in Bristol
recently to promote the
23rd annual Super Grip
NHRA Thunder Valley Na-
fionals.

During a wide-ranging
chat, Brown shared
details of his many ad-
ventures on the unpre-
dictable Thunder Valley
layout.

“| have never cried in
this sport, but | did cry
here one year,” Brown
said.

The culprit was the
nfamous bump in the
frack surface located just
pbefore the finish line.

'l was beating Larry
Dixon in the final round
when | looked over at

Win at Bristol Dragway

Anfiron Brown finished second fo Justin Ashley in the Top Fuel division in 2023 af Brisiol Dragway.

Larry and hit that bump,”

Brown said. "l ended up
hitting the parachute
button by mistake and
lost the race by two-
thousandth of a second.
Thank goodness, the
tfrack got new asphalt
after that.”

Brown experienced a
highlight on May 19 in
the NHRA Route 66 Na-

tionals at Route 66 Race-

way in Joliet, lllinois.
In an all-Toyota final
round between two past

world champions, Brown
delivered a 3.838-sec-
ond charge at 324.75 in
his Matco Tools dragster
to finish ahead of Shawn
Langdon.

In his post-race inter-
view, Brown was present-
ed with a large banner
that signified his 75th
victory.

*That made me feel
old,” Brown said. "It's one
of those deals where you
don’t think about what
you're accomplishing

because you are always
looking ahead to the
next race.”

At age 48, Brown is one
of the most dynamic and
driven drivers in the sport.

Where does he find
that spark week after
week?

"l tell people all the
fime that I'm 21 with 27
years of experience,”
Brown said. "We have a
lot of fun doing what we
do.”

Brown dedicated the

r 4

Route 66 triumph to his

former team owner and
mentor Don Schumach-
er, who died in Decem-
ber following a cancer

battle.

Following the path
of Schumacher, Brown
formed his own single-
car AB Motorsports op-
eration three years ago.

"l had been winning
a lot of races for teams
and | gof tfired of seeing
all the changes in terms
of crew chiefs and crew
members,” Brown said.

"l wanted a more stable
foundation, so | took a
chance and went out of
my own. It's been a lot of
hard work, but it's been
rewarding.”

The victory total for
Brown includes 16 victo-
ries in Pro Stock Motor-
cycle.

*l stay humble, and
I'm always hungry for the
next win,” Brown said.

Next stop, Thunder Val-
ley.

*I've qualified num-
ber one here numerous
times, but I've never
won a race,” Brown said.
"We're gonna try to make
that happen this year.”
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DRAG RACING
2024 Schedule

March 7-10: 55th annual NHRA Gatornationals, Gainesville Raceway, Gainesville, Fla.
The race will also include the Pep Boys NHRA Top Fuel All-Star Callout.

March 2I-24:  64th annual Lucas Oil NHRA Winternationals, In-N-Out Burger Pomona Dragstrip, Pomona, Calif,
April 5-7: 39th annual NHRA Arizona Nationals, Phoenix

April 12-14; 24th annual NHRA Four-Wide Nationals, The Strip at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Las Vegas
April 26-28: 14th annual Circle K NHRA Four-Wide Nationals, zMAX Dragway, Charlotte

May 17-19: 24th annual Gerber Collision & Glass Route 66 NHRA Nationals presented by PEAK Performance,
Route 66 Raceway, Chicago

May 3l-June 2: 11th annual NHRA New England Nationals, New England Dragway, Epping, N.H.

June 7-9: 23rd annual Super Grip NHRA Thunder Valley Nationals, Bristol Dragwaly, Bristol, Tenn.

June 21-23: Virginia NHRA Nationals, Virginia Motorsports Park, North Dinwiddie, Virginia

June 27-30: 18th annual Summit Racing Equipment NHRA Nationals, Summit Motorsports Park, Norwalk, Ohio
July 19-2I: 35th annual Flav-R-Pac NHRA Northwest Nationals, Pacific Raceways, Seattle

July 26-28: 36th annual DENSO NHRA Sonoma Nationals, Sonoma Raceway, Sonoma, Calif.

Aug. 15-18: 42nd annual Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals, Brainerd International Raceway, Brainerd, Minn.

Aug. 28-Sept. 2: 70th annual Dodge Power Brokers NHRA U.S. Nationals, Lucas Oil Indianapolis Raceway Park,
Indianapolis. The race will also include the Pep Boys NHRA Funny Car All-Star Callout.

NHRA COUNTDOWN TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP

Sept. 12-15: 39th annual Pep Boys NHRA Nationals, Maple Grove Raceway, Reading, Pa.

Sept. 20-22: 16th annual Betway NHRA Carolina Nationals, zMAX Dragway, Charlotte.

Sept. 27-29: 13th annual NHRA Midwest Nationals, World Wide Technology Raceway, St. Louis

Oct. 10-13: 39th annual Texas NHRA FallNationals, Texas Motorplex, Dallas

Oct. 3I-Nov. 3: 24th annual NHRA Nevada Nationals, The Strip at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Las Vegas
Nov. 14-17: 59th annual In-N-Out Burger NHRA Finals, In-N-Out Burger Pomona Dragstrip, Pomona, Calif.
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Thunder Valley
Sights and Sounds

piz "sliriemﬁép

THll‘\IDEIl VA!.I.F’Y ;

Welcome to the Legendary...

Carrying on the/Traition .~ gty the =2
ofHickory Smoked BBY~  wEST W\“ do 10 .-s-
[—— our custo

THE ORIGINAL

B ; :
.5 00,Elizabethton|Hwy, Bluff City, TN'37618
Mon-Thur 11am=7:30pm!s/Fri/&!Sat/11am - 2:30pm & 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Closed! w says, “On The Lord’s Day.”




ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMENT

{THUNDER Jin|the|Valley

Mission

DORALG RACING SERIES
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Driver Ghanges for 2024

he NHRA Mission
T Foods Drag Racing
Series features a new
mix of stars and teams
for the 2024 season.
Following is a glance
at some of top darivers
and their plans:

sTony Stewart, Top
Fuel: The legendary has
made his debut in Top
Fuel, as his wife, Leah
Pruett, stepped out of
the seat and the couple
olans to start a family.
'The former NASCAR and
IndyCar world champ
was successful in the Top
Alcohol Dragster ranks
last year and is set for
another huge move in
2024,

&Shawn Reed, Top
Fuel: Reed returned to
the Top Fuel ranks af-
fer several years away.
He'll be a full-tfime driver
as the owner/driver of
Shawn Reed Racing,
but it's not the only big
step in his career. Reed

will also have a techni-
cal and advancement
alliance with three-time
world champ Antron
Brown, giving Reed a
strong path to success
next year,

slda Zetterstrom, Top
Fuel: The European Top
Fuel champ has moved
to NHRA as a part of
JCM Racing. The Finnish
standout plans to run a
limited schedule - with
the aim to go full-time in
2025 - and she brings a
huge amount of fanfare
and excitement with the
announcement. Zetter-
strom is already a popu-
lar name in the racing
world, bringing plenty of
anticipation for her 2024
debut in the NHRA ranks.

sJacob McNeal, Top
Fuel: McNeal made his
Top Fuel debut in 2023,
racing four times with
Scott Palmer Racing, but
he took it a step further
this off-season. McNeal

is now a Top Fuel team
owner and is set to com-
pete in eight races. He
purchased the Top Fuel
operation of Buddy Hull
and will work with crew
chief Mike Guger in a
move he called a dream
come true.

sJasmine Salinas,
Top Fuel: A successful
driver in the Top Alcohol
Dragster ranks, Salinas
will follow her father,
Mike, in a talent-heavy
Top Fuel category, with
her sister, Jianna, a
standout in Pro Stock
Motorcycle.

Nl Travis Shumake,
Top Fuel: Shumake took
a number of big steps in
his career last year earn-
ing his Top Fuel license,
taking delivering of his
fruck and hauler, and
moving into a race shop
in Indy.

N Buddy Hull, Funny
Car: After starting his

NHRA career in Top Fuel,
Hull has made the switch
to Funny Car. The ener-
getic and fan-favorite
driver was named the
new driver for Jim Dunn
Racing, as Hull will race
a full season for the first
time,

sJeg Coughlin, Jr.,
Pro Stock: The legendary
driver and five-time Pro
Stock world champion is
back again, has come
out of refirement to run
a full season in Pro Stock
with Elite Motorsports. It's
one of several changes
for the highly successful
team, as Bo Butner will
also move from Pro Stock
to the Johnson's Horse-
power Garage Mountain
Motor Pro Stock cat-
eqgory.

Nl sienna Wildgust, Pro
Stock: A new driver for

KB Titan Racing, Wildgust
furns 18 in 2024.

N chris Bostick, Pro
Stock Motorcycle: Bostick
has joined crew chief Tim
Kulungian and the White
Alligator Racing team, a
group that also includes
2023 NHRA Rookie of the
Year Chase Van Sant.

3 Mike Stavrinos,
NHRA Pro Mod: Stavri-
nos has planned a big
step up in his burgeon-
ing career, racing for
Mike Janis Racing on the
NHRA Pro Mod circuit. It's
the biggest opportunity
in Stavrinos’ career and
he joins one of the stron-
gest teams in the loaded
NHRA Pro Mod ranks.

Sl Lyle Burnett, NHRA
Pro Mod: The popular
driver, who won the pres-
figious NHRA U.S. Nation-
als in 2022, has returned
to the NHRA Pro Mod
after a year away as part
of Scott Tidwell Racing.
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90 Years Ago at Thunder Valley:
Funk a record-smashing
winner in Top Fuel

Dale Funk in the Kenfucky Moonshiner.

of June 14-16, 1974,

when then-Bristol Inter-
national Dragway hosted
ts tenth annual Spring
Nationals. The race was
the fourth at Thunder Val-
ey under the Internation-
al Hot Rod Association
banner and it proved to
be one of the largest,
loudest and most unpre-
dictable events in the
frack’s colorful history.

Post-event media
coverage reported that
104,500 people packed
into the frack that week-

I t was the weekend

end and -- while that
number may be inflated
— the race remains one
of the most talked about
in Bristol's 59-year history.

In part for the way that
Dale Funk captured Top
Fuel eliminator.

While the true atten-
dance may forever be
unknown, photographs
of the event prove the
place was packed and
crowds were standing
room only both Saturday
and Sunday. Impressive
since it came on the
heels of a national en-

ergy crisis where gasoline
was both expensive and
in short supply.

By comparison, that
season’s Daytona 500
attendance was reported
as 85,000, Charlotte’s
World 600 reported
84,000 attendees and
Bristol’s two NASCAR rac-
es combined to attract
an estimated 38,000
people.

Funk, of Radcliff, Ky.,
hadn’t planned to run
the Bristol event, despite
winning the season-
opening IHRA Southern

L We could have
idled through but
| looked at Robert
(Frakes), shrugged
my shoulders and

asked ‘What do you

want fo do?’ Robert
said, ‘Run the hell

out of it.” So, we ran
low E.T., fop speed
and new natfional

records on a single

run. The crowd
loved it.

Robert Frakes and Dale Funk

.Ir -
& ﬁ \

y

Nationals held on pit
road of Charlotte Motor
Speedway in mid-April.
That win came behind
the wheel of Richard
Holcomb’s borrowed
car because Funk, car
owner Bill English and
crew chief Robert Frakes
had just taken delivery
of a new Stebbins Engi-
neering-built rear engine
dragster which didn’t yet
have an engine.
However, when fellow
racer John “Tarzan” Aus-
tin made a last minute
offer to loan the team
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one of his engines, they
quickly buttoned up the
car - finishing Saturday
morning, loaded if into
the trailer and hit the
road for Bristol — some six
hours away.

Arriving on Saturday
evening they hurriedly
unloaded and headed
to the staging lanes
with just enough fime
to make one qualifying
pass.

On its maiden voyage
down the Bristol quarter-
mile, the new machine
with its still unpainted,
unlettered aluminum
body panels ran 6.404
seconds to qualify 13th
in the 16-car field, which
would became the
quickest in Bristol's ten-
year history at the time.

Among those who
failed to make the cut
and 6.43-second bump
spot was star driver “T.V.”
Tommy Ivo.

Atop the field, Clayton
Harris was the number
one qualifier with a new
track record 6.09-second
elapsed time followed by
"Big Daddy” Don Garlits,
who also needed some
late Saturday heroics to
run 6.22 at 225 mph and
squeeze into the second
spot.

Race day offered up
overcast skies, the threat
of rain accompanied
by high humidity but a
pleasant high tempera-
ture of 81 degrees. With
an estimated 50,000
looking on, the tricky
weather conditions com-
bined to produce a rash
of upsets including both
Garlits and Harris bowing
out in the opening round.

A fresh tuneup saw
Funk produce a first
round 6.25 that sent

(THUNDER {in|the|Valley
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opponent
Sam Miller to
the trailer. In
round two,
he used a
6.24 to down
Oklahoma
TV repairman
Marvin “Who”
Graham [who
would go on
to the win the
NHRA U.S. Na-
tionals later
that yeary].
Funk’s semi-
final 6.13
propelled the
new machine
past the ma-
chine of Tim
Murphy and
crew chief
Tim Beebe
and into the
finals oppo-
site Sarge Ar-
ciero, driving
the potent
“Jade Gre-
nade” dragster.
Arciero’s luck ran out
when officials made him

66

cades later. "We could
have idled through but |
looked at Robert [Frakes],

| have never seen a happier man than
Dale Funk,” IHRA co-founder and Bristol
track owner Larry Carrier said after the
winner’s circle celebration. ‘I believe he
was more pleased about the 6.04, 238.72
record than he was with winning.

shut the car off on the
starting line because his
engine developed an oil
leak.

*| was supposed to run
the ‘Jade Grenade’ in
the final run,” Funk re-

called in an interview de-

shrugged my shoulders
and asked ‘What do you
want to do?’ Robert said,
‘Run the hell out of it.’
So, we ran low E.T., top
speed and new national
records on a single run.
The crowd loved it.”

Funk’s final round 6.04
elapsed time allowed
him to retake the na-
tional record from Don
Garlits and his 238.72
mph top-end charge
replaced Ivo atop the
all-time speed chart.

More than four de-
cades later Funk remem-
bers the massive crowd.

"It was probably my
biggest win and my
biggest thrill. I've got all
the newspaper clippings
where they said 104,000
people were there,” Funk
said. "I think it was the
largest crowd they'd ever
had at Bristol Dragway.
That was back in the
beer drinking days and
they let the spectators
bring beer in, so it was
wild.”

This coming from a
team known as the “Ken-

tucky Moonshiners.”

"l have never seen a
happier man than Dale
Funk,” IHRA co-founder
and Bristol tfrack owner
Larry Carrier said after
the winner’s circle cele-
bration. "l believe he was
more pleased about the
6.04, 238.72 record than
he was with winning. The
team of English-Frakes-
Funk just doesn’t believe
anyone should hold this
record except them.”

With his second win
of the season in hand,
Funk became the odds-
on favorite to win IHRA's
first Top Fuel national
points championship —
which he did by season’s
end - by advancing to
the semi-finals of the
season’s final race, the
All-American Nationals at
Bristol. @
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he pulse-pounding
T sport of drag racing

is a thrilling accel-
eration contest between
wo vehicles racing from
1 standing start over a
straight course.

Top Fuel dragsters and
-unny Cars compete in
1 race distance of 1,000
eet; Pro Stock and Pro
stock Motorcycle com-
bete in a race distance
of 1,320 feet,

An NHRA Mission Foods
Orag Racing Series event
s made up of a series
of individual two-vehicle
aces called elimina-
ions, with competing
nachines divided into
our categories: Top Fuel,
-unny Car, Pro Stock,
and Pro Stock Motor-
cycle.

Class eligibility is gov-
>rned by criteria that
imits engine size, type
Of fuel, vehicle weight,
Jllowable modifications
and aerodynamics. The
Object is to get to the
inish line first, which may
1ot necessarily be the
/ehicle with the quickest
ime or fastest speed.

Sound confusing? It
eally isnt. A set of lights,
called a Christmas Tree,
s used at the starfing
ine. There is a 0.4-sec-
ond difference between
he flash of all the amber

{THUNDER {in|the|Valley

Drag Racing Made Simpie

lights and the flash of
the green light in the pro
start system.

Anytime a driver
leaves the lines before
the green, the red light
illuminates to signal a
foul. That offending driver
is disqualified. A driver
can win despite a slower
elapsed time and speed
than his or her opponent.

That's because the win-
ning driver had a quicker
reaction time to the
green light at the starting
line, and that advantage
was greater than his or
her opponent’s perfor-
mance advantage on
the track. Remember,
the elapsed-time clock
in each lane doesn’t start
until the vehicle moves
past the starting line.

The 11,000-horsepow-
er, nitromethane(1]burn-
ing Top Fuel dragsters
are the quickest-acceler-
ating machines on earth,
going from a still posi-
tion to 100 mph in less
than one second. They
are powered by super-
charged, custom-built,
500-cubic-inch engines
mounted behind the
driver. Two parachutes,
which are activated by a
hand control inside the
cockpit, are the car's
primary braking system.

Funny Cars are short-

wheel-
based
cars with

a carbon
fiber rep-
lica of a
production
car body.
The en-
gines are
identical
to those
that power
Top Fuel
machines,
with one
noticeable
difference

RDVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMEN|

- they are
located in
front of the driver.

Body styles allowed in
competition are model
year 2000 or newer two-
door sports cars, coupes,
or sedan bodies of a
type originally mass-pro-
duced by an automobile
manufacturer, foreign or
domestic.

In the 1,000-foot race
distance, Top Fuel drag-
sters and Funny Cars
are capable of elapsed
fimes in the high three-
second to low-four-
second range, at speeds
faster than 330 mph. Top
Fuel records entering
2024 are 3.623-seconds
and 338.94 mph, both
set by Brittany Force. She
made the fastest run dur-

ing the 2022 season. In
Funny Car, the records

are 3.793-seconds and
339.87 mph, both set in
2017 by Robert Hight.

While working fo retain
a close resemblance to
their showroom coun-
terparts, Pro Stock cars
feature extensive engine
modifications, sophis-
ticated chassis and
suspension develop-
ment and a maximum
500-cubic-inch engine
displacement.

Pro Stock cars must
be 2005 or newer two-
door or four-door coupes
or sedans. All cars use
electronically controlled
fuel injection systems
and feature an NHRA-
controlled 10,500 Rev

Limiter. Entering the
2024 season, six-time
world champ Erica
Enders owns both ends of
the world record, going
6.450 in 2022 in Gaines-
ville and 215.55 mph in
2014,

The Pro Stock Motorcy-
cle category is reserved
for 1998 or newer stock-
appearing, carbureted
or electronic fuel in-
jected, gasoline-burning
machines. Gaige Herrera
made the quickest run
in class history last year,
going 6.627 in Dallas,
while Matt Smith’s 205.04
in Sonoma in 2021 is the
fastest run. @
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Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals
at Bristol Dragway Schedule

| [
“en JA@g> adnid |
e ———

SUPERGREP
TH““N%EI&RNVA%LEV

BRISTOL DRAGWAY

SUPERGREP
TH““N%EI&RNVA%LEV

BRISTOL DRAGWAY

Frillay, June 7 Pro Stock Motorcycle Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Final, 4 p.m.
Parking Lots Open, 8:30 a.m. Top Fuel Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Final, 4:30 p.m.
Gates Open, 9 a.m. Funny Car Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Final, 5 p.m.
Sportsman Time Runs and Qualifying, 9:30 a.m. Legends Nitro Funny Car Eliminations - Round 1, 5:30 p.m.
**Sportsman Classes: Stock, Super Comp, Super Stock, Super Gas, Top Dragster Pro Mod Qualifying Session, 6 p.m.
Midway Opens, 1 p.m. **To follow Sportsman Eliminations
Pro Mod Qualifying Sessionm 1:30 p.m. Sunday, June 9 4

Legends Nitro Funny Car Qualifying Session, 2:45 p.m.
Pro Mod Qualifying Session, 3:30 p.m.

Pro Stock Qualifying (Motorcycles & Cars), 4:45 p.m.
Nitro Qualifying Session (Funny Car & Top Fuel), 5:45 p.m.
Legends Nitro Funny Car Qualifying Session, 6:45 p.m.
Pro Stock Qualifying (Motorcycles & Cars), 7 p.m.
Nitro Qualifying Session (Funny Car & Top Fuel), 8 p.m.

Parking Lots Open, 9:30 a.m.
Gates & Midway Open, 10 a.m.
Pre-Race Ceremonies, 11 a.m.
Round 1 of Eliminations, noon
**Top Fuel, Funny Car
Pro Stock Car, 1 p.m.
**Pro Stock Motorcycle, Pro Mod, Legends Nitro Funny Car, Mountain Motor Pro Stock

Saturday, June 8 Round 2 of Eliminations, 2:15 p.m.
Parking Lots Open, 8 a.m. **Top Fuel, Funny Car
Gates Open, 8:30 a.m. Pro Stock Car, 2:45 p.m.
Sportsman Eliminations, 8:30 a.m. ** Pro Stock Motorcycles, Pro Mod, Mountain Motor Pro Stock, Sportsman Eliminations
**Sportsman Classes: Stock, Super Comp, Super Stock, Super Gas, Top Dragster Round 3 of Eliminations, 3:50 p.m.
Midway Opens, 10:30 a.m. **Top Fuel, Funny Car
Pro Mod Qualifying Session, noon Pro Stock Car, 4:05 p.m.
Pro Stock Car Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Semi, 12:30 p.m. **Pro Stock Motorcycle, Pro Mod, Sportsman Finals
Pro Stock Motorcycle Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Semi, 1 p.m. Legends Nifro Funny Car - Final, 4:30 p.m.
Top Fuel Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Semi, 1:30 p.m. Round 4 of Eliminations (Finals), 5 p.m.
Funny Car Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Semi, 2 p.m. **Pro Mod, Pro Stock Motorcycle, Pro Stock Car
Legends Nitro Funny Car Qualifying Session, 2:40 p.m. Funny Car, 5:15 p.m.

Pro Stock Car Qualifying Session & #2Fast2Tasty Challenge Final, 3:30 p.m. **Top Fuel
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THUNDER VALLEY
NATIONALS

BRISTOL DRAGWAY
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Super Grip New Sponsor for
NHRA Thunder Valley Nationals

fficials from Bris-
tol Dragway and
the NHRA recently

announced a multi-year
partnership agreement with
Super Grip, a Piney Flats,
[ennessee. corporation that
s a world-wide leader in
creating high quality tires for
the industrial tire market.
In the agreement, Super

Grip will become the entitle-

ment sponsor for the NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals,
one of the most prestigious

events in the NHRA Mission
Foods Drag Racing Series.
The Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals
will showcase 330-mile per
hour Top Fuel dragsters
and Funny Cars, along with
high-rewing fuel-injected
Pro Stock cars, 200-mph
Pro Stock Motorcycles, and
vintage and late model Pro
Modifieds.
The race weekend also will
include a variety of Lucas
Qil Series sportsman classes,

Legends Nitro Funny Cars,
Mountain Motor Pro Stocks
and the Factory Stock Show-
down.

"We are thrilled to partner
with a progressive company
like Super Grip to bring the
fans in this areq, also Super
Grip’'s hometown, the tra-
dition-rich Super Grip NHRA
Thunder Valley Nationals,”
said Jerry Caldwell, presi-
dent and general manager
of Bristol Motor Speedway
and Bristol Dragway. “The

Super Grip NHRA Thunder
Valley Nationals promises to
deliver our guests a sensory
experience like no other.”

It is the first sponsorship
involvement for Bristol Motor
Speedway and Super Grip,
whose headquarter offices
are located less than 10
miles apart.

"The legendary Bristol
Dragway creates lasting
memories literally every few
seconds for their guests, so
our business philosophies

mesh together very well and
that makes this partnership
a perfect fit,” said Scott Whit-
ney, CEO and president of
Super Grip Corporation.

"We look forward to help-
ing produce an amazing,
memorable experience for
fans, racers, our employees
and everyone in the drag
racing industry during the
Super Grip NHRA Thunder
Valley Nationals.” ¢
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Bristol Dragway Busy in 2024

2024 Bristol Dragway Schedule

March 23
April 13
April 19
April 27
May 3-5
May 11
May 17-19
May 24-26
June 7-9
June 15
June 217
July 4-7
July 12-14
July 15-20
July 26-28
Aug. 3
Aug. 16-18
Aug. 22-24
Aug. 29-Sept. 1
Sept. 3-7
Sept. 24-28

‘&_gn FAg> G>aRRA

e o —

Thunder Valley Street Fights
Thunder Valley Street Fights
21-DER Series

Thunder Valley Street Fights
Bowtie Nationals

Thunder Valley Street Fights
DER Series

DER Series

NHRA Thunder Valley Nationals (NHRA Mission Foods Drag Racing Series)
Thunder Valley Street Fights

23-DER Series

BTE World Footbrake Challenge

Junior Drag Week: Jr. Dragster Nationals presented by Mike Bos Chassis Craft
Junior Drag Week: NHRA Jr. Eastern Conference Finals

DER Series

Thunder Valley Street Fights

American Motorcycle Racing Association Thunder Valley Nitro Nationals & Rally
Professional Drag Racers Association Series Thunder Valley Throwdown

BTE Labor Day Footbrake Challenge

JEG’s Summer Fling presented by Optima Batteries

Rad Torque Fall Fling presented by Opfima Batteries




VETERINARY CLINIC

Matthew S. Garrett, DVM

Small & Large Animal
Medicine & Surgery

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

276-475-5397

21325 Brad Johnson Drive,
Damascus, VA 24236

Caring Veterinary Services at Prices you can afford!
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Bristol

Challenge XVIII returns

to Bristol Dragway on
July 3-7 with the biggest
avent yet,

The best footbrake racers
n the country will slug it out
for big checks in this unpar-
dlleled bracket race.

Featuring a Triple 20's
format, the WFC will hand
out $20,000 to win each of

The BTE World Footbrake

Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day of the event,

In footbrake competition,
drivers are not allowed to
use electronic equipment to
help them achieve a per-
fect start. For a complete
list of rules, please visit www.
worldfootbrakechallenge.
www.worldfootbrakechal-
lenge.com/>.

ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMEN

AUTO PARTS — -

Todd McKinney - 2023 World Footbrake Challenge World Champion
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Mike Bos

Ghassis Graft

Junior Dragster
Nationals

£

com/> Jr. Dragster Nation-
als, followed by the Mike Bos
Fun Races on July 16-17.
Leading into Eastern
Conference Finals action,
the Nationals have become

one of the greatest junior
dragster events in the coun-
fry and provides competitors
the opportunity to tune their
cars prior to eliminations.
Drivers ranging in age

from six to 17 will participate
in several events through-
out the weekend including
Saturday’s index class racing
and Sunday’s bracket rac-
ing. Index races take place

groups - 6-9, 10-12, 13-14
and 15-17.

Mike Bos Chassis Craft Fun
Races are also slated to
take place on Tuesday, July
16 and Wednesday, July 17

rag racing’s next gen-
Dero’rion of stars thun-

der into Bristol Drag-
way July 12-14 for the Mike
Bos Chassis Craft<http://
www.mikeboschassiscraft.

in 7.90, 8.90, 11.90 and
13.90 classes (13.90 class
is reserved for 6-7-year-old
racers).

Competitors participat-
ing in bracket races will be
divided into one of four age

with the 13-17 age group
racing Tuesday and ages
6-12 scheduled the second
day.

For more information call
423-BRISTOL. @
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Motorcycle/Racing Gomes
“to Bristol

or the first time on Aug.
16-18, Bristol Drag-

way will welcome the

powerful American V-Twin
Motorcycles of the Ameri-
can Motorcycle Racing
Association.

The event will feature
an assorfment of featured
classes, including Top Fuel,
Nitro Funny Bike, Pro Fuel,
Pro Gas, Pro Mod, Modified,
Outlaw Street and more.
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Torque Systems Fall Flin
o Bral’:'lsret Racing 4

T N\

TORQUE SYSTEINS

he 15th annual RAD three auxiliary races, with
Torque Systems Falll Thursday and Saturday pay-
Fling 500K invades ing $30,000 fo win. Wednes-

Thunder Valley on Sept. 24- day will welcome racers with
28 with the best big money a $15,000 warm-up race,
bracket racers in the country  and the weekend will be

competing for some of the headlined by Friday’'s main \ ‘
biggest payouts in the sport.  event, in which the winner
The Fall Fling will feature will fake home $500,000. &
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BANDIT

BAD BOY BAD BOY
BANDIT 550 BANDIT 750

INTRODUCING THE BAD BOY BANDIT
Discover The True Meaning Of Superior Utility

Introducing the all-new Bad Boy Bandit UTV, the ultimate off-road machine designed to redefine the meaning of superior utility. Designed for those
who demand maximum performance and reliability, the Bandit Side By Side is available with either a 545cc or 735cc engine, both featuring
electronic fuel injection and liquid cooling for optimal power delivery and efficiency. Available in orange and camo to fit your style and attitude.

MORE POPULAR THAN EVER.

¢ Electronic Fuel Injection ¢ Front Bumper & Winch Included
e [iquid Cooling e 4-\Vheel Drive

e Automatic Transmission ¢ Locking Differential

e CVT Clutch ¢ Nitrogen Assisted Shocks

¢ 4-\Wheel Independent Suspension e 2-Year Limited Warranty

e Cargo Dump Bed e Comes standard with Power
 High/Low Beam Headlights Steering

Come Drive One Today at:
ABINGDON EQUIPMENT CO INC
19138 Lee Hwy. ¢ Abingdon, VA 24210
Call Jon for details 276-628-8117 or 423-335-7745

LOG

badboymowers
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ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMEN

Bristol Dragway Slals

BRISTOL DRAGWAY

Irack physical address:
Track opened: 1965
Track surface: concrete/asphalt Concrete launchpad: 700 feet
Track direction: southwest to northeast Elevation: 1,475 feet
above sea level Radio frequency: 100.9 FM

DIRECTIONS

The most direct route to Thunder Valley from Interstate 81 north is
on Hwy. 11E. Take Virginia Exit 3 and Hwy. 11E will take you directly
fo Thunder Valley. From Interstate 81 south, take Tennessee Exit

69 and turn south on Hwy. 394. Hwy. 394 will take you to the Bris-
fol Dragway entrance. Turn on Hwy. 11E north to access the north
entrance and south entrance to Bristol Motor Speedway.

TRACK HISTORY

Bristol Dragway opened in 1965 under NHRA sanction. NHRA left
Bristol in 1967. In 1996, Bruton Smith bought Bristol Dragway and
closed the facility after the 1997 season to begin work on the cur-
rent $18 million facility.

The facility reopened for the 1999 season and hosted the inau-
gural NHRA All-Star event that year and again in 2000.

In 2001, Bristol Dragway hosted the NHRA Thunder Valley Nation-
als, the first NHRA national event held at Bristol Dragway since
1967.

After hosting its annual NHRA event during the early spring
months of April and May for several years, the 2010 edition of the
NHRA Thunder Valley Nationals moved to Father's Day weekend.
'he new date proved very popular with race fans and prompted
NHRA officials to keep the race on the same mid-June date.

While many drag strips have come and gone, Bristol Dragway
has stood the test of time. With its unique surroundings and color-
ful history, it is one of the ultimate destinations in the world of drag
‘acing.

2023 NHRA THUNDER VALLEY NATIONALS

TOP FUEL
WINNER - Justin Ashley 3.718, 336.49 RUNNER UP - Antron Brown

151 Speedway Blvd., Bristol, TN 37620

6.148, 109.79 NO. 1 QUALIFIER - Leah Pruett 3.745, 322.42 LOW E.T.

- Steve Torrence 3.691 TOP SPEED - Ashley 336.49

FUNNY CAR

WINNER - Ron Capps 3.998, 325.45 RUNNER UP - Alexis DeJoria
3.999, 326.48 NO. 1T QUALIFIER - Robert Hight 3.938, 321.35 LOW
E.T. - Hight 3.913 TOP SPEED - Matt Hagan 330.23

PRO STOCK
WINNER - Erica Enders 6.680, 204.08 RUNNER UP - Deric Kramer
6.727, 197.05 NO. 1 QUALIFIER - Enders 6.627, 205.88 LOW E.T. -

Enders 6.627 TOP SPEED - Enders 206.95

PRO STOCK MOTORCYCLE

WINNER - Steve Johnson 7.174, 1568.63 RUNNER UP - Gaige Herrera
FOUL NO. 1 QUALIFIER - Herrera 6.808, 198.61 LOW E.T. - Herrera
6.805 TOP SPEED - Hector Arana Jr 199.02

TRACK RECORDS

TOP FUEL
3.667 seconds by Steve Torrence, Oct. '21; 336.49 mph by Justin
Ashley, June '23.

FUNNY CAR
3.884 seconds by Ron Capps, June '16; 330.31 mph by Matt
Hagan, Oct. 21.

PRO STOCK
6.621 seconds by Shane Gray, June '14; 209.26 mph by Bo Butner,
June '16.

PRO STOCK MOTORCYCLE
6.760 seconds by Karen Stoffer, Oct. '21; 199.29 mph by Eddie
Krawiec, Oct. ‘21,

PAST WINNERS

TOP FUEL

Driver No. of wins Years

Tony Schumacher 6 2018, 2012, 2010, 2009, 2008, 2004; Doug
Kalitta 3 2006, 2005, 2001; Justin Ashley 2 2023, 2022; Brandon
Bernstein 2 2007, 2003; Larry Dixon 2 2011, 2002; Shawn Langdon
2 2016, 2014; Mike Salinas 2 2021, 2019; Richie Crampton 1 2015;
Clay Millican 1 2017, Steve Torrence 1 2013

FUNNY CAR

Ron Capps 6 2023, 2022, 2018, 2017, 2012, 2006; John Force 4
2013, 2010, 2007, 2004; Tommy Johnson Jr. 2 2016, 2014, Del
Worsham 2 2009, 2003; Whit Bazemore 1 2002; Alexis Dedoria 1
2021; Matt Hagan 1 2015; Robert Hight 1 2011; Gary Scelzi 1 2005;
Bob Tasca lll T 2019; Melanie Troxel 1 2008

PRO STOCK

Mike Edwards 4 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009; Erica Enders 3 2023,
2015, 2014; Greg Anderson 2 2004,2001; Jeg Coughlin 2
2018,2007; Warren Johnson 2 2005, 2002; Jason Line 2 2016,
2006; Rodger Brogdon 1 2013; Dave Connolly 1 2008; Kurt John-
son 1 2003; Alex Laughlin T 2017; Aaron Stanfield 1 2022

PRO STOCK MOTORCYCLE

Steve Johnson 1 2023; Angelle Sampey 1 2021; Jerry Savoie 1
2022



11100 REEDY CREEK RD,
BRISTOL, VA 24202

PRESENTED BY

f [Friendship CarsJ

Join us for the 2024 season at Rodeo in the Valley
for a family-friendly, energy-packed night of fun!

Purchase tickets online or at the gate

Gates Open at 5:30PM, Event starts at 7PM

Admission is $15. Children 3 and under are free.
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More Thunder Valley
Sights and Sounds
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""" LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT VAPE?

FROM THE BEGINNERKITS TO COLLECTOR MODS

WE STOCK T ALL!
BEST STOCK IN THE TRI-CITIES - FIRST TO GET MOST NEW DEVICES
PRICE MATCH ALL LOCAL SHOPS — JUICE PRICES START AT $7 30ML

COME SEE WHY WE ARE THE BEST!
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RACE SPECIALS! ~_ TALSSdidils
ALL TIRES ON'SALE!

FREE Brake Inspectionrall'monthilong
FREE AlignmentChecksiwith all tire purchases

BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE TIRES UP'TO

S0 5107 $1 50
% e —=OFF —<QFF»—

INSTANTLY~‘+

ww STANDARD
- DESTINATION BRAKE OIL REBATE \—
A\ TIRES SERVICE CHANGE ($230 OFF TOTAL ON A SET
< / OF POPULAR T.FQCK TIRES)
Y ' o ) ( ) |

& Months : e ASK ABOUT OUR
' LIFETIME WARRANTY
INTEREST &‘F . { LIFETIME WARRA
EREE o - (1} ONLY PAY FOR
IreStone Credit Car - >
ITONCE! __ Sy
- | g T RN,
:’( (‘ ‘ r‘ 1 ' \ \ e
' iSee stor@ for details. X

: ] . ~
I [ 'Offers good thfoligh July 31, 2024

410 Falls Blvd. 1809 N. Roan St.
Bristol, VA 24201 Johnson City, TN 37601 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

‘F IrCSTONEG 76498018 423-427-3849 q ! q 1
paster) COMPLETE AUTO CARE™ 2708 East Stone Dr. 401 West Center St. . > I

Kingsport, TN37660  Kingsport, TN 37660
423-224-2185 423-245-6186




