
Cumberland Plateau Re-
gional Housing Authority, 
which owns and main-
tains several public hous-
ing properties, including 
Fox Meadow, helped her 
get everything she has, 
she said.

A couple of tables over, 
Linda Elswick, 56, sat 
near three of her grand-
children, who range in 
age from 2-11, as they ate 
their lunch. Her fourth 
grandchild was attending 
a summer school pro-
gram at his elementary 
school. She said the food 
and activities provided 
by Lebanon Community 
Fellowship Church at the 
Fox Meadow Community 
Building is a “good thing” 
for her grandchildren. 

Elswick moved into a 
Fox Meadow apartment 
with her daughter to 
help her take care of her 
children. Her retirement 
benefits of less than $800 
per month are the family’s 
only income, she said. 

Those eight children are 
among 30,750 children in 
16 counties in Southwest 
Virginia and Northeast 
Tennessee who face hun-
ger, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s Map the Meal Gap 
2019 report. It’s based 
on the most recent data 
available, from 2017, to 
measure what’s known as 
“food insecurity.” 

More than 10,000 of 
those children lived in 
Buchanan, Dickenson, 
Russell, Scott, Smyth, 
Tazewell, Washington and 
Wise counties and the city 
of Bristol.

Buchanan County has 
the highest child insecu-
rity rate at 25.2%, or 1,020 
children, according to the 
report. Bristol is third at 
21.4%, or 750 children, 
and Washington County 
has the lowest rate at 
16.2%, or 1,660 children. 

Low populations in 
some areas skew the 
food insecurity rates, 
making them seem dis-
proportionately low or 
high when rates may be 
higher because of sparsely 
or densely populated 
areas. For example, the 
combined populations of 
the city of Bristol and Bu-
chanan County are nearly 
two-thirds the population 
of Washington County.  

Virginia has the fifth 
lowest child food inse-
curity rate in the nation 
at 13.2%, or 247,470 chil-
dren, which is lower than 
the national rate.

Economic factors that 
generally contribute to 
food insecurity are un-
employment, low wages, 
medical conditions, drug 
abuse, debt and lack of 
transportation and afford-
able child care options 
that force individuals and 
families to skip meals 
or eat cheap, unhealthy 
food. 

And rural areas — where 
there aren’t many nearby 
grocery stores, food banks 
or civic organizations 
where food donations can 
be bought or picked up — 
tend to have higher food 
insecurity rates.

The summer months 
and child hunger

Across the nation, 22 
million children and teens 
receive free and reduced-
price meals at schools 
during the academic year, 
according to the USDA, 
but only about 3.7 million 
participate in the depart-
ment’s summer meal pro-
grams. 

The USDA’s Summer 
Food Service Program and 
Seamless Summer Option 
of the National School 
Lunch Program help fill 
the “critical nutrition 
gap” of children 18 years 
old and younger, a news 
release from the USDA 
states. 

A recently released 
study of the SFSP by 
USDA, based on 2015 
data, found that schools 
were the most common 
setting for meals service 
followed by recreation 
centers, parks and play-
grounds, churches and 
community centers. 
Sixty percent of sites offer 
breakfast and 14% of-
fer dinner in addition to 
lunch, according to the 
study. 

The child food insecu-
rity rate in both Russell 
and Tazewell counties is 
18.2%, each at around 
1,000 children. 

This is the third year 
the Cumberland Plateau 
Regional Housing Au-
thority is offering food in 
partnership with Feeding 
America Southwest Vir-
ginia through the USDA’s 
program. Lunch and an 
afternoon snack are pro-
vided Monday through 
Friday. 

In 2018, it lasted for 10 
days, during which 144 
lunches and 136 snacks 
were served, with the ma-
jority of children served 
being younger than 10, 
according to the author-
ity’s Resident Service 
Coordinator Paula Culb-
ertson. 

“While the meals pro-
gram is certainly helpful 
to and appreciated by our 
residents with children, 
the activity session also 
draws folks in, as we aim 
to keep our youth en-
gaged in positive activities 
during summer break,” 
she said. 

Russell County Public 
Schools, also through 
USDA’s summer program, 
is serving free breakfast 
and lunch to kids 18 and 
younger Monday-Friday 
at all of the elementary, 
middle and high schools 
except Copper Creek El-
ementary through July 12, 
excluding July 4-5. Adult 
meals cost $2.

Washington County 
Public Schools is operat-
ing its USDA program for 
the second consecutive 
year this summer. 

“The county hadn’t 
done summer feeding 
in several years so we 
know there’s a need in 
our community,” said Val-
erie Cupp, coordinator of 
school nutrition.

Last summer, there were 

two feeding sites, and the 
program was expanded to 
five sites this year to reach 
more areas of the county. 
Those sites are Patrick 
Henry and John S. Battle 
high schools, Hayters 
Gap Library, Emmanuel 
Baptist Church and Sugar 
Hollow Park. Adults can 
also eat for $3 per meal.

Cupp said the plan is to 
expand into a couple of 
other parts of the county 
next summer.

Working together
Bristol Virginia Public 

Schools School Nutri-
tion Program Director 
Kathy Hicks and Feeding 
America Southwest Vir-
ginia CEO Pamela Irvine 
attribute Virginia’s suc-
cess in addressing child 
hunger to former First 
Lady Dorothy McAuliffe’s 
efforts to bring agencies, 
organizations and federal 
and state departments 
together to implement 
the Virginia 365 Project to 
End Childhood Hunger.

In 2015, USDA provided 
$8.8 million in fund-
ing to the state to test 
the impact of providing 
three meals a day to all 
children in select schools 
during the school year, 
food for weekends and 
school breaks and more 
resources for low-income 
households to purchase 
food during the sum-
mer months, according 
to USDA’s website. Born 
out of that was the Vir-
ginia 365 project. The 
cities of Bristol, Galax 
and Richmond as well as 
Buchanan, Grayson, Lee, 
Scott, Smyth and Tazewell 
counties were chosen for 
the project.  

Hicks said Bristol’s 
school system was the 
first in Southwest Virginia 
to implement the pro-
gram and while it was a 
success, it ended with the 
2018-19 school year, and 
despite progress, there are 
still some kids who aren’t 
getting enough to eat dur-
ing the summer. 

“Parents don’t have 
transportation, even 
though the meals are pro-
vided at the sites,” Hicks 
said. 

If those at Feeding 
America Southwest 
Virginia receive a grant 
they’ve applied for, the 
plan is to partner with the 

school system next sum-
mer to provide a mobile 
food truck, out of which 
hot meals or pre-pack-
aged meals will be served, 
she said.

Under other federal 
year-round funding for 
which the school sys-
tem qualifies, breakfast, 
lunch and dinner will 
continue to be served at 
five schools during the 
upcoming school year 
and summer feeding is 
underway. 

In the first couple of 
weeks of the summer 
feeding program this year, 
5,000 meals were served 
but there could still be 
many children who aren’t 
getting enough to eat 
because more than 2,300 
students are enrolled, 
Hicks said. Meals are 
being provided at four 
schools, the Bristol Public 
Library, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs and Girls Inc. on 
varying days and times.

Hicks and Irvine said 
the Southwest Virginia 
Coalition to Address Hun-
ger Free Children was 
formed in anticipation of 
the Virginia 365 project 
ending to find funding 
and strategize to continue 
ensuring children don’t go 
hungry.

So far, the nonprofit 
and school system are 
members as well as some 
schools or systems as a 
whole in the city of Galax 
and Buchanan, Grayson, 
Lee, Smyth, Tazewell, Wise 
and Wythe counties. 

“We’re in the discovery 
phase of that now in de-
termining what response 
is realistic to fill that 
need because it’s going 
to leave a great gap for 
those children and a lot 
of those areas don’t have 
the resources to be able to 
provide a lot,” Irvine said. 
“That’s why we are going 
to invest and increase our 
children’s’ programs next 
year in those communi-
ties, at least by 10, if not 
more, sites.”

Feeding America 
Southwest Virginia has 
partnered with 11 sites 
to offer summer feeding 
programs. The plan is to 
add 10 more sites next 
summer, Irvine said. 

lspell@bristolnews.com
276-645-2511

Twitter: @BHC_Lurah
Facebook.com/lurah.lowery
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The red wedges show the percentage of children in each county who are labeled “food insecure,” 
and the size of each pie graph shows the total population of food-insecure children in each 
county. The bar charts below show that children are at greater risk of being food insecure 
compared to the overall population.
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There’s More
» Text ‘Food’ to 877-877 or visit www.fns.usda.gov/
summerfoodrocks to find out the dates and times of 
a summer feeding site near you.

» Online: View Feeding America’s Map the Meal 
Gap 2019 report, interactive maps, data tables and 
previous year reports at map.feedingamerica.org.

Hunger
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Virginia has the fifth 
lowest child food 
insecurity rate in 

the nation at 13.2%, 
or 247,470 children, 
which is lower than 

the national rate.
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KINGSPORT, Tenn.
Herbert H. Lewis, 90,

went to be with the Lord
on Saturday, June 22,
2019, in Kingsport, Tenn.,
after an extended illness.
He was born in

Washington County, Va.,
on April 11, 1929, the son
of the late John M. Lewis
and Celia Blevins Lewis.
He was a member of

the First Assembly of God
Church in Kingsport, Tenn.
He served in the United
States Army during the
Korean Conflict. He retired
from Appalachian Electrical

Power after 36 years of service.
He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers,

Dellno Lewis Sr., John Lewis, Dan Lewis, and Claude
Lewis; sisters, Willis Humphrey, Betty McVey, Roxie
Humphrey Miller, and Gladys Hall Hocket.
Surviving are his wife of 67 years, Mary DeFriece

Lewis; sons, Donald (Estenia) Lewis, Glen (Linda)
Lewis, Sam (Lori) Lewis, James (Susan) Lewis, and Tom
(Stephanie) Lewis; daughters: Sylvia (Mike) Brown,
Janice (Haynes) Miller, Ruth (Tracy) Holtsclaw, Mary
Katherine (Timothy) Gann, and Linda (Robert) Roberts;
brothers: Eugene (Janet) Lewis and Walter (Alice)
Lewis; sisters, Mary Kestner, Sarah (Marvin) Perry,
and Reba Humphrey; sister-in-law, Carolyn Lewis;
24 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; numerous
nephews and nieces; and special caregiver, Ann Trent.
The family will receive friends on Tuesday, June

25, 2019, from 5 to 7 p.m. at First Assembly of God
Church, 2213 Brandon Ln., Kingsport, Tenn. Services
will follow at 7 p.m. with the Rev. Paul Wright and the
Rev. Timothy Gann officiating.
Graveside committal services and burial will be

held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, June 26, 2019, at East
Lawn Memorial Park in the Garden of Gethsemane. The
American Legion Post 3/265 will conduct military rites.
His grandsons will be serving as pallbearers.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may

be made to Gideons International, P.O. Box 140800,
Nashville, TN 37214.
Online condolences may be made to the Lewis

family at www.eastlawnkingsport.com. East Lawn
Funeral Home and Memorial Park has the honor of
serving the Lewis family.

Herbert H. Lewis

Bonita Carolyn
Crabtree, 73, of Honaker,
Va., passed away on
Saturday, June 22, 2019.
She was born in Russell
County, Va., on September
2, 1945. She attended
Free Christian Church in
the Big A. Mtn. section
of Honaker, loved her
flowers and the outdoors,
and enjoyed cooking and
spending time with her

family.
She was preceded in death by her mother, Margaret

Hurd Campbell; a daughter, Lesia Crabtree Stevens;
and a son, William D. Crabtree.
Survivors include her husband, Bill Crabtree;

her daughter, Loretta Wilson and husband, Barry;
grandchildren, Seth Wilson, Samantha Stevens Grady,
Haley Wilson, Joshua Stevens, and Laura Wilson;
great-grandchildren, Kensley Grady and Tanner Grady;
brothers, Terry Campbell and wife, Margaret, and Ralph
Campbell and wife, Janice; sisters, Betty Arnie and
husband, Danny, and Dacy Hale and husband, Tommy.
A memorial service will be held at 7 p.m. on

Monday, June 24, 2019, in the Owens Funeral Service
Chapel with the Rev. Edward Tiller and the Rev. Wayne
Baldwin officiating.
The family will receive friends on Monday from 5 to

7 p.m. at the funeral home prior to the service.
Share memories and condolences with the Crabtree

family at www.owensfuneralservice.com.
Owens Funeral Service and Cremation Services, 7

Tate Ave., Lebanon, Va., (276) 889-1212, is in charge of
arrangements.

Bonita Carolyn
Crabtree

Cecil C. “Scotty”
Lawson Jr., age 75, of
Abingdon, Virginia, went
to be with his Lord and
Savior on Saturday, June
22, 2019, at his home
on South Holston Lake
surrounded by his loving
family.
Scotty was born in

Raven, Virginia and was
the son of the late Cecil
C. Sr. and Edna Altizer

Lawson. Scotty was former resident of Richlands,
Virginia and was a member of the First United
Methodist Church. He was a Richlands High School
Class of 1961 graduate and a Class of 1966 graduate of
Virginia Tech. Scotty taught at Richlands Junior High
and Richlands Middle School where he coached football
and basketball. He was later an assistant football coach
at Richlands High School. Coaching was the joy of his
life.
Scotty later owned and operated Prestige Ford and

AAA Rental and Storage. Scotty served as a member
and chairman of the Tazewell County School Board,
the Tazewell County Country Club, and was an ardent
fan of Virginia Tech football and the Atlanta Braves.
Scotty and Toni were married for 48 years and enjoyed
spending time with their family and friends on the
lake and at Ocean Isle Beach, N.C. Scotty loved beach
music and his oldies.
Scotty was an accomplished wood worker and

enjoyed creating furniture for his home and children.
His wit and sense of humor endeared him to many.
Scotty loved life, his wife Toni, his three daughters, and
his eight grandchildren. He was a most loved Grandy
and “Da”. He will be missed by many friends and his
puppy Mr. Jinks.
Special thanks to his friends and family who

surrounded him with love and visits during his illness.
Survivors are his wife, Toni Lawson; daughters,

Amanda Scott Lawson Pillion and husband, Todd, of
Abingdon, Va., Whitney Lynn Lawson Belt and husband,
Randy, of Johnson City, Tenn., Mary Cecille Lawson
Skeens and husband, Josh, of Knoxville, Tenn.; sisters,
Wanda Lawson of Richlands, Va., Donna Lawson
Whittington of Doran, Virginia; eight grandchildren,
Virginia Rachel Pillion; Todd Edward “Teddy” Pillion, II,
Henry Scott Pillion, George Douglas Pillion, Riley Lynn
Belt, Ryan Ann Belt, Mary Grace Skeens, and Mildred
Kathryn “Millie Kate” Skeens; special friends, Trish Hill
and Lorraine Farquharson
Memorial services for Scotty Lawson will be

conducted Monday, June 24, 2019, at 6 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church, 402 Suffolk Ave.,
Richlands, Virginia 24641 with the Rev. Rod Tkach,
the Rev. Mike Rife, the Rev. Coy Richardson, and the
Rev. Craig Barber officiating. Friends may call from
4 p.m. until 6 p.m. at the church prior to the service.
Honorary pallbearers will be Gene Hurst, Larry Worrell,
John Rosenbaum, Joe LeBarbera, Dennis Vaught, James
Belcher, Harold Helton, Glenn Harrison, George McCall,
Jack Pyott, GT Harris, Harold Richardson, Steve Miller,
and Tom Garges.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be

made to the First United Methodist Church, 402 Suffolk
Ave, Richlands, Virginia 24641 or St. Judes Children
Hospital. Hurst-Scott Funeral Home in Richlands,
Virginia is in charge of arrangements. Those wishing
to express sympathy online may do so at www.
hurstscottfuneralhomes.com.

Cecil C. “Scotty”
Lawson

LEBANON, Va.
Beverly Jo Cook

Taylor, age 82, passed
away on Thursday, June
20, 2019, in Russell
County Medical Center
following a lengthy
illness.
A funeral service for

Beverly Jo Cook Taylor
will be conducted 1 p.m.
Monday, June 24, 2019,
in the Combs Funeral
Service Chapel with the
Rev. Darrell Fletcher
officiating. The family
will receive friends from
12 until 1 p.m. prior to
service. Entombment
will follow at Ketron
Memorial Mausoleum.
Serving as pallbearers
will be family and
friends.
Expressions of

sympathy may be
made to the family
online at www.
combsfuneralservice.
com. Combs Funeral
Service, 291 Highway 71
Fincastle Road, Lebanon,
VA 24266, (276) 889-
4444 is serving the
Taylor family.

Beverly Jo Cook
Taylor

Mrs. Eura Mae Meade, 
age 84, of Honaker, 
Virginia, passed away 
Saturday, June 22, 2019, 
at her home. Born on 
February 22, 1935, in 
Drill, Virginia, she was 
a daughter of the late 
Leonard and Nora Perkins 
Fuller. A lifelong resident 
of the area, she was a 
member of Gent’s Chapel 
Church for over forty 
years. A loving wife, 
mother, and grandmother, 

she devoted her time and energy to making sure her 
family’s needs were met.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by one son, Billy Wayne Meade; four brothers, 
James Fuller, Carl Fuller, William “June” Fuller, and Earl 
Fuller; and three sisters, Leona Hatfield, Helen Boyd, 
and Beulah Fuller.

Survivors include her loving husband of sixty-two 
years, Tommy Meade of the home; three children, 
Keith Meade and wife, Jane, of Honaker, Mike 
Meade and wife, Laura Gaye, of Lebanon, and Regina 
Belcher and husband, Shane, of Elgin, South Carolina; 
seven grandchildren, Chad Meade of Jonesborough, 
Tennessee, Brette Whitney Meade Arms and husband, 
Geff, of Blacksburg, Virginia, Dr. Leanna Jane Meade 
Hollander and husband, Alex, of Johnson City, 
Tennessee, Andrea Meade and Thomas Meade of 
Lebanon, and Darcy Belcher and Erin Belcher of Elgin, 
South Carolina; two great-granddaughters, Madelyn 
Arms and Elizabeth Arms; one brother, Luther Fuller of 
Abingdon; and several nieces and nephews.

The family would like to extend a special thank you 
to Stella Bailey, Nila Dillard, Eva Fuller, and Legacy 
Hospice.

Funeral services will be conducted at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 26, 2019, in the Honaker Funeral 
Home Chapel, Honaker, Virginia, with the Rev. Tim 
Newton, the Rev. Roy Lee Wilson, and the Rev. Johnny 
Woodward officiating.  Entombment will follow in 
Ketron Memorial Gardens Mausoleum in Lebanon, 
Virginia.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made in her honor to Legacy Hospice, 1963 Second 
Street, Richlands, Virginia 24641.

Pallbearers will be Chad Meade, Thomas Meade, 
Shane Belcher, Alex Hollander, Willard Meade, Dwayne 
Meade, Darnell McGlothlin, and Foster Bailey.

Honorary pallbearers will be Thurston Meade and 
Steve Keaton.

The family will receive friends at the Honaker 
Funeral Home after 6 p.m. on Tuesday.

Online condolences may be made at www.
honakerfuneralhome.net.

Mrs. Eura Meade

Briefly
Musician Dave  

Bartholomew dies
NEW ORLEANS — 

Dave Bartholomew, a 
giant of New Orleans 
music and a rock n’ roll 
pioneer who, with Fats 
Domino, co-wrote and 
produced such classics 
as “Ain’t That a Shame,” 
“I’m Walkin’” and “Let 
the Four Winds Blow,” 
has died. He was 100.

Bartholomew, a mem-
ber of the Songwriters 
Hall of Fame and Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, 
died Sunday, his eldest 
son Dave Bartholomew 
Jr. said.

Romance novelist 
Judith Krantz dies
LOS ANGELES — Writer 

Judith Krantz, whose mil-
lion-selling novels such 
as “Scruples” and “Prin-
cess Daisy” engrossed 
readers worldwide with 
their steamy tales of the 
rich and beautiful, died 
Saturday at her Bel-Air 
home. She was 91.

Krantz’s son Tony 
Krantz, a TV executive, 
confirmed her death by 
natural causes on Sun-
day afternoon. 

Tuskegee Airman  
dies at 99

LONG BEACH, Calif. — 
World War II pilot Robert 
Friend, one of the last 
original members of the 
famed all-black Tuskegee 
Airmen, died Friday at 
the age of 99.

Friend flew 142 combat 
missions in World War II 
as part of the elite group 
of fighter pilots trained 
at Alabama’s Tuskegee 
Institute. 

From wire reports


