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Let us help you
discover the life

you love by
unlocking the

door to your future...

701 Bluff City Highway
Bristol, TN 37620
(423) 217-0346

1060 W. Main St. Suite 12
Abingdon, VA 24210
(276) 451-3060

Visit us at www.prestigehomestricities.com




Our No Down Payment Home Loan makes it even better!

+ No Down Payment home loans can get you into a new home quickly without having to
come up with a big chunk of cash.

+ Fixed Rate Loans can lock in protection from interest rate volatility in the future.

Adjustable Rate Loans may get you the lowest rates available right now and lower your
monthly payments if loan rates drop in the future.

+ Our local service means we're here to assist you over the entire lifetime of your loan!

100% Cash Out Re-Fi Loans are available, too.

Call us today or get started online to take advantage of today’s historically low home loan
interest rate. Find out why we're THE HOME LOAN LEADER!

THE BANK OF

MARION

BANKOFMARIONVA.COM
17 Hometown Community Branches located across southwest Virginia and the Tri-Cities

n , prace @ Subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. BANK MLO#449265
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WHITE BIRCHES INN

Charming inn for a
greal gelaway

Story by: Carolyn R. Wilson

Rich scents of bredkfust foods wuft up from the
kitchen ut White Birches Inn, practicdlly releusing inviting
aromus throughout the historic district of Abingdon.

Preparing French toust and eyy dishes is just one of
the finer thinys offered at the bed and bredkfast on
White’s Mill Roud in Abingdon.

Owners Michuel und Paulette Wartellu muke sure
their guests enjoy umenities thut offer warmth und
comfort in their early 20th century English country-style
home, uttracting what they describe us customers
willing to pay for u high-end experience.

The finely-preserved home built in the early 1930s

White Birches Inn

during the Greut Depression hus been totdlly updated
und renovuted both inside and out while preserving
its structurdl integrity. The inn, located just ten buildings
from Muain Street, offers five guest rooms set umony u
mixture of English aund American antigues. The home
has central dir conditioning with individudlly-zoned
guest rooms.

With an umbience similar to un English country home,
spucious yuest rooms ure humed in honor of fumous
playwrights, including Tennessee Williums, George
Bernard Shaw, Noel Coward, und Robert Porterfield,
the found of Abingdon’s Burter Theutre. The inn hus
dll hardwood floors, seven gus loy fireplaces, built-in
bookcuses, und hund puinted wall murals,

"l traveled everywhere in my youny muairried life fo find
furnishings for our home. | have a particular interest in
untigue Persian rugs,” suid Paulette. Many of the pieces
dare museum-worthy, such us un eighteenth-century
Norweyiun upholstered chuir und u nineteenth-century
Biedermeier secretdry, dlony with Picusso lithographs
und Russiun iconicity.

Her prize possession is a 1700s Northern England desk
she discovered in Muine. The desk sits in her living room
for guests to udmire. “It’'s u museum piece in fluwless
condition.” The inn fedtures king-size beds, in-room




Ao
HGTV
HOME

DESIGNbSTUDIO
Bassett

' as custom
as you are
creative

Open:
Mon.-Thur.
9:00am - 6:00pm;
Fri. Eve. til 8:00;
Sat. Eve. til 5:30
619 West Main St.
: Abingdon, VA

| 276-628-7341

| Financing

o ;i't_ Available

*Percentage off original prices. Discounts cannot
be combined with other offers or used on prior
purchases. Excludes Tempur-Pedic and Stearns
& Foster mattresses. Offers may vary and be
available only at certain retailers. HGTV and HGTV
HOME are trademarks or registered trademarks

& of Scripps Networks, LLC. in the United States

and/or other countries. Used under license




firepluces, oversized whirlpool fubs, und private walk-in
filed showers---amenities, they say, dre uniyue to the
aredy,

Cozy, charming

The Waurtellus turhed their spucious 4,500-sgyuure-
foot home into u bed und breukfust in 1998, ufter the
couple’s children hud left the nest und Paulette redlized
she wanted d job with some flexibility.

Although concerns ubout COVID-19 have forced
the couple to temporarily close the business, they
usudlly stay very busy, scid the wife, *I'd say half of our
customers are under 50 und the remainders ure over
50."The buck porch is what makes the inh u cozy und
charming place for guests to relax,

“The porch is whut people love the most. | have u

Dining room corner

fabulous porch with a coy pond in the courtyard und u
scenic sheep farm in the distance.”

Not only do they welcome visitors yedr round, the
husbund, u Commonweulth uppointed marriuge
officiant, performs private marriage ceremonies. “Most
dre locul residents who dre eloping,” he suid.

"They yget their licehse that morhing und they usudlly
want fo get married that saume day,” Paulette said.
“With little purking spuces, we don’t host wedding
purties.”

Eco-friendly

The owhers have ushered their home into the twenty-
first cenfury us un eco-friendly business—something that
yives them yreut sutisfuction. In uddition to offering
customers u luxury bed und breukfust, the Wartellus

Living room entrance
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operate the inn us one of the town’s first green
overhight lodgings.

The innis a Virginiu Green certified lodye,
implementing continuing programs to conhserve naturdl
resources, reduced wuste, und minimize pollution. “We
dre eco-friendly. The temperdture of our planet is rising,
and our lukes, streums, rivers, and oceuns ure polluted
with plastics,” suid Paulette,

According to the owners, guests have the opportunity
to recycle during their stay. Conservation efforts have
been mude to minimize water for showers and toilets.
They operdte dn optiondl linen service where sheets
und towels ure hot automaticully changed every day.
In addition, they have conserved energy by instdlling
motion lighting, timers, low enerygy bulbs und using gus
firepluces.

White Birches Inn has been feutured in severd
publications, including the *Wushington Post,”
“Southern Living,” und "Blue Ridge Country.”

Visit *White Birches Inh” oh Fucebook for updates on
their reopening. »&

.
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Dining room

Spacious kitchen area.
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Home buying during the
(OVID-19 olithreak

Homeowners know that the process of buying a home
cun be both exciting and nherve-wracking. The danxiety
ussociuted with buying g home has hit new heights
during the outbredk of the novel coronavirus COVID-19.

Historicdlly low inferest rates and limited inventory hus
made 2020 un especidlly unigue time to buy a home.
It's also u competitive und potentidlly expensive time
to buy u home. While the economic conseyuences
of COVID-19 huve been severe, the Federal Nutiondl
Mortguge Associution, ulso known us Funnie Mue,
forecusted u sighificunt increuse in mediun home
prices in March 2020. City dwellers have scrambled to
buy homes outside of cities, where sociul distuncing is
more difficult und the risk of getting COVID-19 uppedurs
ygreuter thun it is in suburbun or rural settings. That's led
to a lot of competition umony prospective buyers.

Prospective home buyers willing to enter the hectic
fray und shop for a home during the COVID-19
outbreduk may benefit from knowing what to expect us
they seurch for their next home.

Get reudy for virtudl tours. Buyers might once have
scoffed ut the notion of buying u home they’d only
seen in videos, but virtudl tours have become the hew
hormal in the wake of the pundemic. An April survey
from the Nafional Association of Redltors” found that
home tours had declined sharply. While 98 percent
of rediltors reported taking clients on home tours ds
recently us February, that humber had declined to
63 percent by April. As muny regions puuse their
reopening pluns, prospective home buyers should
ready themselves for virtudl fours s opposed 1o in-
person home tours.

Expect limited inventory. While home prices are up,
many people ure holding onto their homes. The NAR
refoorts that total housing inventory at the end of May
2020 wus down nhearly 19 percent from the end of May
2019. Buyers will have less inventory to choose from, so
those intent on buying may heed to prioritize what they
heed in u home und focus on finding properties that
cun fulfill those heeds.

Expect to move yuickly. Redltors have seen homes sell
within days of being listed, und that hus put pressure on
buyers to move yuickly. It dlso highlights the importance

of finding a home inspector before your sedrch begins
us well us u lender who cun handle guick closings.

Ask around for recommenddations, but make sure you
have these two importunt professiondls lined up before
beyinning your seurch. Doihyg so will give you u better
chance of buying in an unusuadl fime.

Make the best down puyment you cun ufford. A
high down payment makes buyers look better no
mutter the state of the economy. An offer with d high
down puyment looks like u stronger offer, and that
cun make the difference between winning und losing
u potentidl bidding war, Buying u home during the
COVID-19 outbreuk presents some unigue challenges to
prospective buyers, »#

$LEEP CHEAP
MATTRESS OUTLET

2 $599

YEAR COMPARE TO $1599
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FULL - QUEEN
2

—

« WIRELESS REMOTE
« CHARGING PORTS -
« ZERD GRAVITY KING $899
« FLAT BUTTON ﬂ
« BLUETOOTH® A
949 W. State Street Bristol, VA
J& 276-466-8333
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URING OUR PATENTED EZ-HIDE

HINGED FRONT ARM SUSPENSION

Our newest mower model
features our patented

B EZ-Ride® System!

ANOTHER FIRST
FROM THE
COMPANY THAT
BUILDS THEM TO
LAST.

Independent front arm
support for absorbing the
ground ahead and rear
individual compression
shocks support each drive
train individually. Provides a
true independent suspended
driving experience! Less
bouncing through uneven
terrain lets the deck glide
more evenly. The end result
IS a smoother, cleaner and
more manicured cut for you.

ABINGDON EQUIPMENT CO INC

19138 Lee Hwy. * Abingdon, VA 24210
276-628-8117 or 423-335-7745
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Holiday cooKing

1deas irom local cheis

Story by: Carolyn R. Wilsoh

Most of us have fond memories of holiduy foods
served when we were children. You know--- the
buttery mashed potatoes and the sweet apple
cuke.

Two locul chefs tell how their childhood
memories have shaped the way they cook
und present food, especidlly during the holiday
seuson.

Chef Charles Parker

"As u kid growing up in the south, | fell in love
with food,” suid Churles Purker, executive chef ut
Harvest Tuble Restaurant in Meudowview.

Chef Charles Parker

"A biy influence on my love uffdir with food wus
the holiduy seuson.
“Starting two or three duys before Thunksyiving,

| o e e o T e SR Sl P A e el

Harvest Table Restaurant, Meadowview, Virginia
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my mom, uunt, und | would convene ut my
grundmother’s house und the four of us would
spend severdl hours each duay prepuaring aund
cooking our big fumily Thanksyiving meal,”
reminisced Parker. *We cooked enough to feed u
small army.”

Parkers mentioned some of his childhood
favorites, muny of which he continues to serve
during the holidays at Harvest Table Restaurant,

Herb Rousted Turkey

“"We would ulways roust whole turkeys---usually
two whole birds--- with some fresh thyme and
oreyuno pulled from our backyard,” he suid.

While he hever cooked stuffing in the turkey
cuvity, he leurned thut it wus importunt to put
fresh fruit und veyyies, such us upples, celery, and
onhions inside the bird while it rousts.

*[ still do this exact method these days, but
now | dlso brine my turkeys in upple cider before
cooking.”

Creamed Corn

During the summer, Parker’s grandparents
harvested as much as 14 tons of corn. “To muke it
last all yeur, they caunned most of it.

"My favorite was my mammaw’s cuanhed corn.,

Dining at the Harvest Table.

She would “sweut” the onions used in the recipe
in bucon fat (which she constuntly had in u biy
coffee cup on the stove), und she would dlso add
turmmeric. This wus un umuzing trick us it udded
depths of fluvors und u nice finishing color.”

Maushed Potutoes

*I’mMm just going to say it. If mushed potatoes
aren’t part of the offerings in your holiday culinary

Schedule Your Next Event Here
swcenter.edu e (276) 619:4300°,

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA
HIGHER EDUCATION CENTER

A Partnership of Top-Ranked Univ ith a Space for Yo

A Partnership of Top-Ranked Universities with a Space for You.

up 1
V777 VIRGINIA ® RADFORD UVA oDU -
TECH e UNIVERSITY miigl \Y/ISE Oy R}I I
UHIVERSITYE ROFE:
AT 'L EMORY ¢ HENRY
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153 W. Main Street | Abingdon, VA
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Outdoor dining at Rain restaurant in

Abingdon, Virginia.

spreud, then it’s not u true Southern Thunksyiving
meul,” Parker suid.

"My ubsolute favorite food during the holidays
wash’t the turkeys, hams, or delectable desserts.
It wus the mushed potutoes. We used hew red
potutoes und russets from our gurden, und we
creumed the boiled potutoes with whole milk,
butter, and buttermilk. | use this exuct sume
recipe to this day becuuse you cun’t improve
perfection.”

Buked Hum with Hohey und Sorghum Gluze

Parkers suid his grandmother’s hum recipe is
hard to bedt.

“She would stuff the ham with gurlic cloves
and pour u gluze made of honhey aund sorghum
molusses on top for the |ust fifteen minutes of
cooking. This proved to be uite umuzing.”

Apple Stack Cake

"Naturdlly we had pecun and pumpkin pies at

the table, but my go-to choice for dessert wus my

grandmother’s apple stack cake,” he said.

"This was probubly the most time-consuming
menu item for my grandmother. So many dpples
had to be peeled and sliced, but it was so

Page 14

perfect. She dlso put bourbon in her batter which
definitely kicked it up u hotch.”

Harvest Table Restaurant is open 11 a.m. to 6
.M. on Thursdays (limited menu, carryout only),
1T a.m. to 8 po.m. on Fridays and Saturdays (full
dinher menu/full service, including dine in, starting
atbp.m.;and 11 a.m. fo 2 p.m. for Sunday Brunch
(full brunch menu/full service, including dine in).

Chef Ben Carroll

Ben Cuarroll, owner aund executive chef of Ruin
Restaurant & Bar in Abingdon, credits his family for
tfeuchiny him u way around the kitchen.

"My greut-grandmother wus a traditiondl
Swedish grandmother who pussed ulony those
skills to her family. She was d redlly yood cook,”
suid Cuarroll.

“Every yedr we had a big traditiondl spread
when | was growing up. | try to duplicute those
items now that I'm a chef.”

Around the holidays, Carroll enjoys prepuring the
Swedish recipes he remembers from his childhood.

*| put things oh the menu that | like a lot and |
think dre interesting seusonaul foods,” he suid.

*l grew up eduting pickled herring. | usudlly serve

*As a mortgage professional specializing
in the greater Tri-Cities area, [ can make

your refinance EASY...beginning the
day you apply for & loan.
Call me today!"

Kathy Fields

(423) 969-4426
NMLS #493907

J
rJ
i F

L] (] _J
Citizens
BANK

Bank your own way.



it with rye toust und cruckers, hard boiled egys,
and lemon saffron dioli.”

Other fuvorite dishes he prepures ut the
restaurant include smoked sulmon und creum
cheese dip with rye crackers, served with dill,
cupers, und rudishes; Swedish Meutbdlls; and
Stuffed Dutes with baucon und muple smoked
pdprika,

Crub stuffed mushrooms with spicy dioli und
whipped gout cheese with juniper honey und
cundied pecuns are ulso some of his favorites,

“Gurnishes for dll of these types of dishes are
pickled onions, radishes, and celery---anything
crunchy for texture,” suid the chef.

During the full, Curroll duzzles his customers with
u Spiced Peur Martini, made with vodkd, spiced
pedur juice, und peur simple syrup. Dehydrated
feur chips flout on top. His recipe for eggnoy
herdlds the arrival of the holiday sedson. His
version is made with a mixture of three types of
liquor---Southern Comfort, rum, and bourbon.

The art of food

Curroll grew up in Arizonu where he wus
imMmersed in the Southwestern culture und the

food, much of it spicy.

Noft lonyg ufter he enrolled in Southwest Culinary
Hospitulity College in Bristol, Virginiu, the collegye
shut down. Carroll begun browsing through cook
books und practicing recipes on his own.

After guining experience us a chef at The Tavern
und other locul restaurants, the self-trained chef
decided it wus time for him to go into business for
himself. He opened Ruin Restaurant & Bar in 2010.

The restaurant, located in the heart of the
historic district in downtown Abingdon, seuts us
mauny us 140 people und offers an outdoor putio.

The restuurant building is decoruted with artwork
from locul Abingdon artists Shawn Crookshank
and D.R. Mullins.

A custom mude pinewood bur is uccentuuted
by g handcuarved wooden shelf sculpture that
wus desighed und creuted by Abingdon ndtive
Ben Smith.

Due to the COVID-19 pundemic, the restaurant
has temporarily reduced operating hours to 5 fo 9
.M. oh Wedhesduay through Saturday. »&
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I’s always the right
fime of year Ior
iresh apple pie

Certuin foods ure synonymous with particular holidays
or times of yeur. For example, few people cun imugine
celebruting Vulentine’s Duy without umple supplies of
chocolute on hand. And what summer burbecue is
complete without grilled hot doygs und hamburgers?
While these foods und others ure must-haves duriny
certdin times of the year, that doesh’t mean they
cunhot be enjoyed whenever u craving arises.

Whether yours is u seusonul or noh-seusondl craving
for apple pie, be sure to sutisfy it with this recipe for
French Apple Pie from Mollie Cox Bryans Mores. Rowe’s
Little Book of Southern Pies .

French Apple Pie Makes one 9-inch pie
French Apple Pie - Mdkes one 9-inch pie

1 recipe Plain Pie Pustry (see below)
Raisin Filling

2/3 Cup ruisins

6 tublespoons wuter

1/2 feuspoon lemon juice
1/4 cup light corh syrup

1-1/2  teuspoons dll-purpose flour
1-1/2  teuspoons sugur
2 upples (preferably a tart variety)

1/4 CUp brown sugar

1/2 Cup sugar

1/4 feuspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 feuspoon ground hutmey

1-1/2 teuspoons cornsturch
Icing

1 cup confectioners/ sugar

2 tablespoons wuter

1 tablespoon butter, softened

To make the rdisin filling, combine the raisins, water
and lemon juice in u hedvy saucepun over medium
heut, Bring to u boil, und then lower the hedt to
Mmedium-low und cook, stirring occusionally until
the rdisins are plump, ubout 15 minutes. Separutely,
combine the corn syrup, flour aund sugar and mix well,
then udd to the raisins und continue cooking, stirring

Puge 18

occusiondlly, until thick und syrupy, ubout 10 minutes.
Remove from the heut und cool until the mixture is just
warm, ubout 10 to 15 minutes. Prehedt the oven to 400
F. Line u 9-inch pie plute with 1 rolled-out crust. Peel the
dpples, cut them into thin wedges, und put them in
large bowl, Sepurately, combine the sugars, cihnamon,
hutmey, und corhsturch, then udd to the dpples und
gently stir until evenly mixed.

Spreud the upple mixture in the crust in un even
layer, and thenh spread the rdisin filling evenly over the
dpples. Brush the rim of the crust with water, cover with
the second rolled-out crust, sedl and flute or crimp the
edyes, und cut u steum vent in the center. Buke for 40
to 50 minutes, until golden brown. Cool on u wire rack
for 1 1o 2 hours, until completely cool.

To muke the icing, combine the sugar and water and
mix well. Add the butter und mix until smooth. Brush
over the top of the cooled pie before serving. Pldin Pie
Pastry Makes two 9-inch pie crusts

2 cups dll-purpose flour

1 fedspoon sulf

2/3 cup veyetdble shortening

5 to 7 tublespoons cold milk Sift the flour and sult into
u bowl. Cut in the shortening with a pustry blender until
it is the size of small peus. Sprinkle 1 tublespoon of the
milk over part of the flour mixture. Gently toss with a
fork and push to the side of the bowl. Sprinkle another
tdablespoon of milk over unother dry puart, foss with u
fork and push to the side of the bowl. Repedt with the
remaining milk until all of the flour Mixture is Moistened.
Press the dough together to form 2 equal bulls, und
then flatten into disks. Roll out the crusts right away, or
wrdp the dough tightly, smoothing out any little wrinkles
or uir pockets und refrigerute for up to 2 weeks. On u
lightly floured surface, roll out edach ball to a thickness of
1 inch. Use u light touch und handle the dough s little
us possible, &




Mow cooker meal makes holiday
entertaining a breeze

The holidays would not be complete without G
delicious meul to share with family und friends. A
holiday roust is often the centerpiece of festive
occusions. Having a go-to recipe for this clussic
muin course mukes holiday prepdarations that much
eusier. Utilizing d slow cooker to muke u beef roust
reduces time spent in the kitchen, uffording hosts more
opportunities to Mingle with their guests. That's just
the ided behind this recipe for Beef Roust with Dark
Rum Suuce from Crockpot” 356 Yeur-Round Recipes
(Publicutions International, Ltd) by Crockpot Kitchens.

Beef Roast with Dark Rum Sauce
Makes 6 servings

1
1/2
1/2
1/4
1

teuspoon ground dllspice
teuspoon sult

teuspoon bluck pepper
teuspoon yround cloves

beef rump roust (ubout 3 pounds)

2 tablespoons extru-virgin olive ail

1 Cup dark rum, divided

1/2  cup beef broth

2 cloves gurlic, minced

2 whole buay leaves, broken in half

1/2  cup pucked dark brown sugur

1/4  cup lime juice

1. In a small bowl, combine dlispice, sdlt, pepper, und
cloves. Rub spices onto dll sides of rodst,

2. Heut oil in skillet over medium heut until hot. Sear
beef on dll sides, turning ds it browns. Transfer to d slow
cooker. Add 1/2 cup rum, broth, garlic, and bay leaves.
Cover; cook on low 1 hour.

3. In a small bowl, combine remuining 1/2 cup rum,
brown sugdr and lime juice, stirring well. Pour over roust,
Continue cooking on low 4 to 6 hours or until beef is
fork-tender, Baste beef occusiondlly with sauce,

4, Remove und slice roust. Spoon suuce over beef to

serve, v
/4
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JOHN MAHAFFEY

We’'re excited to share with you
the reopening of our economy

JASON HARRIS
451-6050

We know Abingdon, Virginia.
We raised our children here and

i;;‘

we still live in this community.
We go to church here.
We volunteer here.

356-4878

We care about our community.

@ Let us use our knowledge and insights
to help you become part of our
community, too!

ROGER COLE
6230254

THE MAHAFFEY AGENCY

ReaL EsTATE AND APPRAISAL SERVICES

103 W. Main Street, Abingdon, VA
(276) 628-5003 ¢ (276) 628-6007 FAX
Email-mahaffey @eva.org
www.themahaffeyagency.com

Puyge 20



HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Holiday
decorating ideas

Story by: Laura J. Mohdul

As the crisp wind heradlds the end of summer und

the onset of cooler weduther, the decordtions yet
pulled out of the closet and folks start dressing up
their homes and yards.

As dlways, Ahgie Counts , owner of Lipstick and
Rouyge in Abingdon, Vd., has some uhigue ideus
for decoruting the home. She advises that when
one is shoppiny for decorations, to look for things
that can be left out yedr round and then added
to for the holidays. These items don’t heed to be
Christmus oriented.

For exumple, Counts fulks about a home she
decoruted for her friend Shana Carrico.

"Shanau is un unimal lover und hus u son, so
| looked for things that would be doyg und kid
friendly,” Counts reculled. “We kind of went with
the nuture theme becuuse so muny things in her
house ure hundmude, she supports the locul
cruftsman, so that’s the kind of thing she likes.
Nature und unimuals, we kind of went with the
animal thing und the woodsy theme.”

Throughout the house were lovely displays of
nutural objects that looked like bits of the forest
brought indoors. One beuutiful piece she put
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toyether wus for the dining room chandelier. She
found a nhatural pine wreuth and cut it so she
could fit it around the chandelier without having
to take the fixture down. She then udded bits and
pieces to muke it look more woodsy. She stuck bits
of grupevine into the wreuth that spilled out from
the center, and naturdl berries added some rich
color und texture. She pulled some of the wreuth
boughs down to hanyg from the piece muake it look
more naturdl.

"Becuuse in hature things hanyg down and go in
every which direction, they just kind of go wild so
we just wanted it to look redlly natural which was
the whole theme behind everything, was making
it look like it just came out of the woods,” Counts
expluined. "We pulled the boughs down und
stuffed the grapevine und twiys in there and kind
of pulled it over it.”

For the muntle, Anyie found u lurge piece of
cylindrical birch bark on ohe of her shoppiny
expeditions. She cut the bark intfo several pieces
und mounted them on the fireplace mantle,
holding them in place with thumibbtacks so they
wouldn’t roll off. Then she stuffed them with
greenery und lights. She dlso used hatural cotton
pods thut look straight out of the cotton field.
These cun be ordered online, und uadd an unusudl
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Rob Thomas Reed Thomas

423-341-6954 423-341-6866
Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA

Linda Rhodes Debra Ball Margo Sexton Daniel Shew Shelley Martin

423-213-7078 423-366-7556 276-356-2657 276-274-5271 423-416-0303
Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA

——

Emily Blankenship Marilyn Worley Ron Iiimberlin Shannon Smith
276-701-7576 423-764-1101 423-383-0195 423-827-4462 423-534-9215
Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/FL Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN Licensed TN/VA

701 Bluff City Highway
Bristol, TN 37620
(423) 217-0346
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Danielle Parker Cindy Hornsby Andrew Neese Danielle Parker Rebecca Arnold
423-612-7478 276-608-8262 276-619-1187 423-612-7478 276-734-5085
Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA

Evelyn Lindamood Annette Leonard Nicki Salyer Brittany Rutherford Connie Crooms Cook

423-646-8319 276-356-9191 423-946-1580 989-670-2627 423-646-8436
Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN Licensed TN/VA Licensed TN/VA

Joan Lawson-Pierce Ashleigh Lane Linda Cross Kathryn Schrotenboer Debra Kennedy
423-360-3438 Office Manager Agent Support Marketing Broker/Owner
Licensed TN/VA Coordinator Licensed TN/VA

1060 W. Main St. Suite 12
Abingdon, VA 24210
nestricities.com (276) 451-3060




look to displays. She mingled the cotton pods in
with the greenery to udd ftexture und d touch of

white, Findlly, she added small animdals and birds
that had been maude out of feuthers und straw to
bring the display to life.

*| bought every animal and bird | could find,”
Counts suid. “From u chipmunk to the big owl that
we put on the top of her tree -- he wus probubly
u close to two feet tdll,  huge owl mude out of
feathers und twine und straw.”

Speuking of the Christmus tree — it waus un
enormous uffair. Counts estimates it was 10 feet
wide und 20 feet tull.

"It was absolutely the bigyest tree I'd ever
seen,” she noted. "They hud to cut it with d
chdinsaw to get it out of the house. Once the
branches spread out und everything it was
unbelievable.”

Counts decoruted the tree in the fushion of the
other displays — focusing on woods-themed ideus.
She wanted to recull the old-timey Christmus. She
decoruated the entire tree with small animals und
birds, und topped it with the lurge owl. She stuck
twiygs und branches cominy out of the top to
udd that wild touch und audded clear lights for a
classic look.

Counts dlso likes to use burlup in her decorutions
for a nutural fouch. She draped burlap around the
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huge tree us yurlunds, und used burlup in muny
of the decorations in the house. A strip of burlap
wrupped uround u cundle und held in pluce
with thumbtacks adds a hice touch. She dlso
uses burlap in large flower pots — d little stuffed in

the top uround the plant hides the roots and dirt,

und strips wrapped uround the pot dress up un
outdoor display.

Moss covered vines und bulls of twine ure
another way to udd to indoor scenes — the
vines cun be ordered online or found in some
floral stores. Counts loves hunting for unique
items in floral und other uccessory stores und

cun dlways find that specidl piece that is just
right for a particular home. Using imagination,
she emphusizes, is the key, us well us followiny
inspiration.

I just kind of pick things up and put them down
in different places until it looks the way | want,”
she suid. "l hever have u plun. | just go with the
muse of it. When I'm decorating, I'll put something

on u shelf or on u Mauntle und every time | walk in
the room I'll look at it and | might move something
10 times. | Might heed to brinyg something else

Rocky Counts Construction, Inc.
The Last Contractor You’ll Need

Vinyl Siding
Remodeling 35 Yrs ﬂf Cus.tnmer PD;Z:E?E: &
Roofing Satisfaction Sunroom:
Plumbing painting
Electrical

Residential Virginia Class “A” Contractor

Licensed Plumbing & Electrical
22391 Montego Bay Rd, Abingdon VA 24211

Phone: 276-614-0137 Home: 276-628-5819 Fax: 276-628-1338

Room Additions

Licensed & Insured
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and change it out. | just go with whatever mood.”

Dried flowers, grapevines, greenery, haturdl
berries, und unything natural uppeuls to Counts.
She does not use silk or plustic flowers — she likes
thinys to look haturdl. She sugyests that birch
bark and crepe myrtle bark make hice woodsy
decordtions — sprayed with sedler these items
cun lust for muny yedars, If the bark does not have
enouyh color, she recommends the spray-on
colorunt avdilable at crufts stores that is used to
color silk flowers.

The sume kind of spray or the sedlunt she
recommends for natural wredths to bredathe hew
life into them for use yeur ufter year. The sedlunt
spray will help preserve them, or she recommends
the moss green color to revitdlize old wreuths. She
does recommend hot hanging sprayed wreaths
onh wdlls in cuse the color leaches out, but she
loves to use them dround large outdoor flower
pofts.

"A wredth around the top of u flowerpot, just
sitting on the top of the flower pot, is U great buse
to decorute around,” Counts offers. “You cun
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put d ribbon uround the pot or whatever you
like, and then just have stuff spilling out around it.
Grapevines or whatever.”
Most importuntly, Counts suys to have fun with
your decoruting und go with your personal tuste,
“Just look for what you like,” she sdid. “Look
around ut how other people decorute their house
and kind of pull from that, Don’t copy unyone
else- follow your own instincts and follow your
heuart. If you love it, buy it.”




; 3Ma,rket Trends

Key Metrics May 2020 May 2019 +/- YTD 2020 YTD 2019 +/-

Bristol, TN New Lisiting Count 43 64 -32.8% 212 258 -17.8%
37620 Closed Sales Count 45 51 -11.8% 185 209 -11.5%
Median Days 77.5 52 +49% 70.66 74.84 -5.6%

Average Sales Price $154,547 $176,193 -12.3% $168,541 $154,278 +9.2%

Average Price per Sq Ft S74 S76 -2.6% S77 $73 +4.8%

. Blountville, TN New Lisiting Count 7 16 -56.3% 58 71 -18.3%
1 37617 Closed Sales Count 14 9 +55.6% 47 56 -16.1%
% Median Days 90 59 +52.5% 87.83 86.75 +1.2%
: Median Sales Price $189,250 $185,000 +2.3% $187,016 $164,241  +13.9%
Median Price per Sq Ft S79 S76 +3.3% $82 $82 +.1%

Bluff City, TN New Lisiting Count 6 23 -73.9% 51 59 -13.60%
37618 Closed Sales Count 6 13 -53.8% 43 48 -10.40%
Median Days 114 26  +338.5% 65.35 779 -16.10%

Median Sales Price $191,450 $194,985 -1.8% $182,981 $173,975 +5.2%

Median Price per Sq Ft $109 $S93 +16.7% $89 S86 +3.8%

Piney Flats, TN New Lisiting Count 8 15 -46.7% 64 81 -21%
37686 Closed Sales Count 19 19 0 58 61 -4.9%
Median Days 89 82.5 +7.9% 78.59 90.07 -12.8%

Median Sales Price $226,000 $224,000 +.9% $264,494 $264,830 -0.1%

Median Price per Sq Ft $102 $104 -1.9% $105 $113 -7.4%

Bristol, VA New Lisiting Count 36 46 -21.7% 147 186 -21%
24201, 24202 Closed Sales Count 28 30 -6.7% 128 142 -9.9%
Median Days 79 66 +19.7% 90.43 99.29 -8.9%

Median Sales Price $119,250 $123,600 -3.5% $128,266 $121,398 +5.7%

Median Price per Sq Ft $76 S77 -1.3% $70 $70 +.2%

Abingdon, VA  New Lisiting Count 21 41 -48.8% 89 127 -29.9%
24210, 24211  Closed Sales Count 16 18 -11.1% 74 78 -5.1%
Median Days 122 220 -44.5% 127.64 211.37 -39.6%

Median Sales Price $164,450 $187,500 -12.3% $171,941 $173,144 -0.7%

Median Price per Sq Ft $100 $S95 +4.7% $86 S86 +.4%

Data from REALTOR Property Resource® from the National Association of REALTORS®
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JUNKIN’ SHENANIGANS

Turning junk
Into treasures

Story by: Carolyn R. Wilsoh

Just ubout every piece of furniture in April Jucklet’s
artisun décor shop tells u story. “This wus u broken chair.
| removed the legs und turhed it into g wall shelf,” suid
the Dumascus business owner, us she walked around
the spucious showroom brimming with un eclectic
persondlity. “Here, | fook two purts of u tuble und
udded leys to muke u bench. “She’s even turned u
television cohsole into a book shelf on wheels. That’s the
mayic of Jucklet, 43, who owns und operutes Junkin'’
Shenuniguns next door to Food City in Dumascus.

She’s not sure where she ygets her creutive eneryy, but
fransforming someone’s trush into treusures---sometimes
with < funky spin--is right up her dlley. The drtisan suid
she’d love to be u competitor on Fleu Market Flip, u
HGTV series where contestunts seurch fleu markets for
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17572 LEE HWY - ABINGDON, VA 24210
OFFICE: (276) 628-9588
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Now Booking Fall'Auctions!
We Want To Sell Your Property
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VA Lic: 0512 * VA Firm Lic: 0972 * VA Real Estate Firm 022600695
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“I love taking things that most people

would throw away and turning them into
treasures.“I like to think of my business as

an artisan boutique. I like things made by
hand.”

second-hund items they cun buy, fix and flip. “That
would be cool.”

The store owner dlso does busic upholstery jobs und
she hus been commissioned to repuir tubles, chuirs, und
dressers. "l repuired a dresser that was literdlly in pieces.
The drawer fronts were off und | hud to redo the whole
thing. The customer couldn’t believe it when she picked
it up. She wus very huppy with it.”

Her store curries yift items from throughout the
country, dll of which aure mude in Americu. But, it’s the
Appulachiun fluvor of urtwork thut inspires the business
ownher.

Her store feutures hundmade dulcimers made by
Keith Powers of Dumuscus und wooden fluy signs
crufted by Jim Beauchump, u Kingsport retired police
officer. Other consighment items include handmade
jewelry und ucrylic puintings.

"We're not u thrift shop---we’re an dartisun place. |
represent a group of drtisuns that put their hearts and
souls into the products we sell. | try to make things us
fdirly priced us possible.”

Something new

Before she und her husbund Chad moved to



Dumuscus in 2018, Jucklet was u military wife whose
pustime wus to find furhiture in disrepuir and gives them
u second life-—--often trunsforminy them info something
unhrecoghizable. While living in Fort Brugy, North
Cuarolinu, Jucklet and u friend would scout for their
next musterpieces. “We'd get some junk und do some
shenaniguans. We dlways came up with something hew
that everyone wunted,” she suid with d laugh.

She recently converted u dresser into u tuble by
puinting it yellow und attaching an Aztec-themed
fabric on the front drawer and side punels.

"The top hus u walnut stain. It's ohe of those pop-of-
color pieces you udd to u room.” Jucklet’s husbund
helps out with merchandise in the shop. "He’s like me.
He doesn’t like to see something go to wuste,” suid
the wife. After Jucklet und her husbund moved to
Southwest Virginiu, the artist continued her credtive
journey by opening up her own business in a vacunt
building on Laurel Avenue in fown, later moving in May
to her current location for additional work spdce.

A portion of the showroom is used for refinishing and
puinting her finds.

"l just got this corner cupbourd off the truck,” suid
Jucklet, who hus plans to recreute the drub piece of
furniture into somethiny eye cutching.

Artisan classes

ubout her urtisun hub by hosting community craft
clusses.

"We recently hud d ted light class where we turned
wine glusses upside down und puinted them to look
like pumpkins. We udded teu lights on top of the
stems.” Occusiondlly, the business owner hosts what
she cudlls un artist “boot cump” thut dllows artisuns to
stay for u few hours und come buck the hext duy to
finish up their projects.

“You dlso cun rent my tools und my spuce for
the duy to work,” suid Jucklet, Purt of her supplies
includes two puint lines, Dixie Bell und Unicorn Spit,
both compunies creuted by American women. As
Jucklet continues to build u local vendor business, she
is focusing on becominy u yo-to store for Christmas
shopping this yedar,

"I'm working on building yift ideus. | wunt to keep it
locul und keep revenue in Dumuscus. If we cun keep
it locdl, it will help the tfown and bring others here to
shop,” she suid. *I'd love to see Dumuscus be more
than d five month out-of-the-yeur pluce,” she suid.

Junkin” Shendanigans is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday with adjustments made
during the holiduy seuson. Keep up with what’s hnew
at Junkin” Shenanigans by visiting their Facebook
pdge. v

Jucklet plans to include some do-it-yourself booth
spuces at her business where artists can come und work
on projects uwuy from home. She's spreuding the word

“Chad added a piece of leftover walnut wood
to an old sewing machine base. It made the
cutest little desk ever.”
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Aluminum

Wholesale Vinyl & Aluminum

25342 Lee Hwy, Abingdon, VA 24211

276-628-9109

http://www.wholesalevinyl.net/

Quality Vinyl Products — Serving SW VA. and NE TN.

Elk Garden Aluminum and Supply
19394 US Hwy 19 North Rosedale, VA 24280
276-880-1020

54117750

Appliances

Brian’s Appliance Service

1709 Edgemont Ave. Bristol, TN
423-764-7147

www .briansappliancepartsandservice.com
Parts: Service: Used Appliances

Cabinets & Countertops

Tri-City Tile

1111 West State St., Bristol, VA 24201

276-466-8593

http://www.tricitytilebristol.com/

Quality tiles, natural stones, and other related products

Carpentry

Leonard’s Carpentry

49 Duff Ln, Bristol, VA 24201

423-383-3119

Handyman Services, Carpenters, Plumbers,
Roofing & General Contracting

Construction(Commercial)

HVAC, Inc.

101 3rd Street, Bristol, TN 37620

423-989-5000

The Regions Premier Specialty Commercial Contractor
Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Building Automation

Construction(General)

Rocky Counts Construction, Inc.

22391 Montego Bay Rd, Abingdon, VA 24211
276-614-0137 (2705-0653650 VA Class A)

35 Yrs Experience Remodeling, Room Additions,
Porches, Decks, Sunrooms, & Window Replacement

Concrete

Transit- Mix Concrete

110 City Garage Rd. Johnson City, TN 37601
1111 E. Industry Dr. Kingsport, TN 37660
https://www.tmix.com/home

Toll Free: 1-866-241-TMIX

Demolition

Taff & Frye Co, Inc.

1921 Island Rd, Bristol, VA 24201
(276) 466- 4134 johndtaffiv@bvu.net
http://www .taffandfrye.com/
“Beginning Again Starts With Us”

Doors and More

Home Craft

790 B West Main St Abingdon VA, 24210
276-619-2424

See us for all your finishing needs!
Cabinets, Windows, Doors, Countertops

Flooring

Taylor’s Floor Covering, LLC.
16 17th St, Bristol, TN 37620

(423) 764-7777

Flooring and floor covering contractor

Granite

Absolute Granite

45 Bristol Hwy Piney Flats, TN 37686
423-631-0931

absolutegranite.guru

Guttering

Bentley Guttering & Installation

760 Shelleys Rd, Bristol, VA 24202

276-466-9066

https://www .facebook.com/Bentley-Guttering-Insulation
Gutters, down spouts, soffit, siding, windows

Handyman/ Building & Remodeling

East 10 Handyman

Located in the Local Bristol Area

276-614-5300/ 423-534-8911

Building & Remodeling Services - Licensed & Reliable
Low Rates- Plumbing, Drywall (No Job to Small)

HVAC & Refrigeration

ETRS- East TN Refrigeration Service
Bristol VA & TN Licensed

423-383-1608

Heating, Cooling and Refrigeration Certified
Dewey Spiva

Landscaping

Burchett Lawn Service

Chris Burchett- Owner (licensed & insured)
423-360-6506

Landscaping, Mulching, Lawn Maintenance
burchettlawnservice@yahoo.com

Painter

Almany Painting

Serving the Tri-Cities Area

423-723-7726

Over 20 years experience. Honest and reliable with
satisfaction guaranteed. No Job to Small!

Barger Painting

24557 Barger Dr. Bristol, VA 24202

423-967-3812

We are insured and stand by our services!

There is no job to big or small that we can’t handle!

Pressure Cleaning

Tri-City Pressure Washing

Serving the Tri-Cities Area

423-366-2004

Mildew Removal, decks, driveways, patios you name it.
We also stain decks and paint.

Roofing

Bobby Boothe Roofing Inc.

16780 Providence Rd. Abingdon, VA 24210
276-617-1004

Licensed Contractor

Free estimates, No Job to small

Leonard’s Carpentry

49 Duff Ln, Bristol, VA 24201

423-383-3119

Handyman Services, Carpenters, Plumbers,
Roofing & General Contracting

Windows & Glass

Highlands Glass Co

918 East Main Street, Abingdon, VA 24210
276-623-0021 Office / 276-623-0024 Fax

2705 160188
https://www.facebook.com/Highlands-Glass-Company



REMODELING YOUR HOME?

Start with an
ECU HOME IMPROVEMENT MORTGAGE

Building dreams. Building relationships.

o \\. \ ', Rl Up to 90% ﬁnancz’ng
l? | 3 Fixed rate term
options available

No Private Mortgage
Insurance required

Extraordinary Dividend
Year-End Bonus

(Subject to ECU Board approval and member eligibility)

Loans subject to certain
qualifying criteria.

e
BESIDE YOU

EASTMAN
CREDIT
UNION
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TITLE AND CLOSING, LLC

We make the selling, purchasing and refinancing process
a smooth and pleasant experience for Buyers, Sellers,
Realtors, Lenders and Borrowers. As a full service agency
providing complete title, escrow and settlement services,
we believe our clients closing experience should be
as simple and stress-free as possible. We are committed
to the highest standards of professionalism, reliability and integrity.
Customer service is our highest priority.

We are licensed, insured and bonded and service
the entire states of Tennessee and Virginia.

Let us take care of your closing.

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

1104 Volunteer Parkway, Suite 110 1555 S. Wilcox Drive, Suite 3
Bristol, TN Kingsport, TN
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm
423.573.9750 423.765.2104
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www.evergreentitleandclosing.com




