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We would sincerely appreciate your vote.
Please text 679 to 423-482-9638 to vote.

You can vote every day from March 20th to April 7th.
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124 C ross Community R oad, B ristol, TN
$3,495,000 | 124CrossCommunity.com
6 beds | 7.5 baths | 9,464 sq. ft. | 10.71 acres

Prestige Homes of the Tri Cities, Inc
701 Bluff City Hwy., Bristol, TN | O: 423.217.0346 | C: 423.956.4228DebraKennedy
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For years, there has been 
one primary talking point 
in the vast campgrounds 

surrounding Bristol Motor 
Speedway.

Fans want their old track 
back.

The growth of BMS was 
built around a chaotic style of 
racing that featured all sorts of 
bumping, crashing and fussing.

While team owners and 
purists didn’t approve of the 
carnage, fans couldn’t get 
enough of the show.

Remember that 55-race 
sellout streak for the BMS 
Night Race that began in 1982.

The facility was expanded 
into a 160,000-seat spaceship 
tucked into the green 
mountains of Northeast 
Tennessee.

The future seemed limitless.
Then came a game-changing 

move in 2007.
A repave of the track surface 

that aimed to give drivers 
more options to maneuver and 
execute passes backfired.

With the new variable or 
progressive banking system, 
the racing surface was widened 
from 40 to 43 feet.

As the number of crashes 
decreased, attendance for the 
spring race steadily declined.

The application of the sticky 

PJ1 substance to the bottom 
lane in the turns has produced 
some excitement, but old-
school fans want more for their 
beloved Bristol.

That’s why the track officials 
decided to stage the first 
NASCAR Cup race on dirt 

since 1970.
While the Bristol Dirt Race 

experiment certainly sparked 
interest, the novelty wore 
off after three years and the 
number of critics grew.

The advertising campaigns 
for Sunday’s Food City 500 

have featured a “Throwback” 
theme that includes painting 
the track walls with a 
traditional red and white stripe 
design.

Television commercials have 
stressed the old fender-banging 
and finger-pointing days of 

BMS.
But marketing experts can 

only do so much to change this 
narrative.

It’s up to the drivers to bring 
back the old Bristol. ➠

CONCRETE IS BACK!
Will it rekindle interest in 

spring race at BMS?

After three years of running the NASCAR spring race on dirt at Bristol Motor Speedway, it will return to concrete next weekend, which 
will be highlighted by the Food City 500 on Sunday. It is the fourth time the Cup Series race has been held on St. Patrick’s Day.

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER FILE PHOTO
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Success in auto racing 
can be directly reliant 
on where one starts.

Teams qualify at every stop 
on the NASCAR circuit to 
determine who starts first, who 
starts last and who fills every 
spot in between. Qualifying is a 
sacred part of the racing ritual 
and, quite often indicates ones 
chances of winning.

That is ever so evident at 
Bristol Motor Speedway, site 
of this weekend’s Food City 
500, the fifth stop in the 2024 
NASCAR Cup Series.

This will mark the 127th 
time NASCAR’s top series 
has competed at Bristol - 
twice annually since the track 
opened in 1961 - and one of 
the most hallowed tracks on 
the schedule. One trend has 
persevered throughout seven 
decades of BMS history. The 
driver who started first has 
won 28 times, or over a fifth of 
those races. Combine that with 
14 wins by the second-place 
starter and 42 BMS races - one-
third of those 126 - have been 
won from the front row.

Want more?
Second row starters, 

positions three and four, have 
gone on to victory lane 20 

times while starting anywhere 
among the top six spots - the 
first three rows - has translated 
into victory in 82 of 126 races, 
or 65% of the time. A top-ten 
Bristol starter has won 99 of the 
track’s 126 races, which equates 
to 78.5% of the time.

Here’s an anomaly. The 
seventh starting position has 
only produced one Bristol 

win in 126 races. You have to 
go all the way back to Darrell 
Waltrip’s victory in the 1978 
Southeastern 500 - the first of 
his 12 Cup Bristol wins - to 
find it.

The last driver to win after 
starting outside the top ten 
was Chris Buescher in the 2022 
Bass Pro Shops Night race. He 
started 20th in the 36-car field.

Seven of the last ten Bristol 
Cup races have been won by 
a driver who started in the 
top ten, including three who 
started on the pole. The most 
recent was Kyle Larson, who 
won the 2021 Bass Pro Night 
Race, but he didn’t qualify 
there since qualifying wasn’t 
held during the COVID 
pandemic and the field was set 

by the rule book.
Twelve more Bristol victories 

were earned by drivers starting 
from positions 11-15. The most 
recent was Kyle Busch, who 
scored his ninth Bristol win 
from an 11th starting spot in 
the 2022 Food City Dirt Race. 
Busch was solidly in third 
when second-place Chase 
Briscoe attempted a slide job 

Qualifying spots
set tone for BMS success; 

something about 16

DAVID MCGEE
Bristol Herald Courier

Brad Keselowski was the last pole-sitter to win the NASCAR spring Cup Series race at Bristol Motor Speedway in 2020. He celebrated 
winning the Food City Supermarket Heroes 500 while wearing a mask in front of nearly 160,000 empty seats due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

AP FILE PHOTO
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on leader Tyler Reddick as they 
raced through the last corner 
of the last lap. Briscoe missed 
and the resulting spin opened 
the door for Busch to win with 
Reddick - who started third - 
recovering to finish second.

Something about 16
Here’s another anomaly. 

The only starting spot among 
the top 20 that has never 
produced a Bristol winner is 
16th. Positions 17-20 have a 
combined eight winners but 
nobody has ever won BMS after 
starting 16th.

In other words, if you draw 
the 16th starter in your race 
pool, might as well throw it 
away.

One has to travel back to 
Bristol’s very first Cup race, 
the 1961 Volunteer 500, to find 
the best Bristol finish by a 16th-

place starter and the closest 
one ever came to winning. That 
day Fireball Roberts guided 
his lavender Holman-Moody 
Ford to a runner-up finish 
behind race winner Jack Smith, 
who got some relief help from 
Johnny Allen. Roberts finished 
two laps behind Smith in 
second.

Here is another wild stat 
- the 16th place starter has 
only captured a top-five finish 
thirteen times in 126 Bristol 
races - that’s 13 times out of 630 
combined positions or .02% of 
the time. Good luck 16!

After Roberts, Richard Petty 
finished third here in July 1962. 
It then took 19 years before 
Terry Labonte started 16th but 
finished third in August 1981. A 
few years later, Rusty Wallace 
finished fourth in April 1988, 

Terry Labonte scored back-to-
back with top-five finishes of 
fifth and fourth after starting 
16tyh in both the 1989 and 1990 
August night races.

Darrell Waltrip started 16th 
and finished fourth in August 
1994, while Dale Jarrett started 
16th and finished third twice, 
August 1995 and in the 1999 
Food City 500. From there 
it was another long drought 
before Clint Bowyer started 
16th and finished fourth in the 
2012 Food City 500. Juan Pablo 
Montoya went from 16th to 
third in August 2013 and Matt 
Kenseth replicated that feat the 
following year.

The most recent top-five 
finish by a 16th place starter 
was by William Byron, who ran 
third in the 2022 Bass Pro Shops 
Night Race.

On two occasions the 16th 
place starter finished dead last.

That happened to Dave 
Marcis, who suffered 
mechanical trouble after just 
60 laps in the 1981 Valleydale 
500 - predecessor to the Food 
City 500 -- and Rick Wilson, 
who fell out with overheating 
problems after 78 laps of the 
1991 Valleydale Meats 500.

Here’s another numerological 
nugget regarding 16 at BMS. A 
car numbered 16 has never won 
a Cup Series race at Bristol. 
Races here have been won by 
the 6 and 26 but not 16.

This only applies to the 
Cup Series, however. On three 
occasions, the 16th-place starter 
has gone to victory lane in 
the NASCAR Xfinity Series, 
starting with Darrell Waltrip 
in April 1985. Others include 

Jimmy Spencer in the 1997 
Food City 250 and Sterling 
Marlin in March 2000.

Additionally, A.J. 
Allmendinger wheeled the 
Kaulig Racing No. 16 Chevrolet 
to the 2021 regular season 
championship with a photo-
finish victory over Austin 
Cindric here.

While no Truck Series driver 
has ever won Bristol from the 
16th starting position, trucks 
numbered 16 have gone to 
victory lane three times here - 
twice driven by Hall of Famer 
Ron Hornaday, Jr., and by 
Travis Kvapil. ➠

Starting		  Starting		  Starting
Position	 Wins	 Position	 Wins	 Position 	 Wins

1	 28	 16	 0	 31	 0

2	 14	 17	 1	 32	 0

3	 9	 18	 2	 33	 0

4	 11	 19	 3	 34	 0

5	 11	 20	 2	 35	 0

6	 9	 21	 0	 36	 0

7	 1	 22	 0	 37	 0

8	 7	 23	 0	 38	 1

9	 6	 24	 2	 39	 0

10	 3	 25	 0	 40	 0

11	 2	 26	 1	 41	 0

12	 5	 27	 1	 42	 0

13	 3	 28	 1	 43	 0

14	 1	 29	 1	 44	 0

15	 1	 30	 1

BRISTOL WINS BY STARTING POSITION JENNIFER A. BAKER, ESQ.
(FORMERLYWITH THE LAW OFFICES OF MARK T. HURT)
is proud to announce that she has started her own law firm

CALL 276-880-5015 to schedule your appointment today.
THE LAWOFFICES OF

JENNIFER A. BAKER, PLLC
MAILING ADDRESS:

PO Box 1944, Lebanon, VA 24266
VIRGINIA OFFICE (By Appointment Only):
29 East Main Street, Lebanon, VA 24266

TENNESSEE OFFICE (By Appointment Only):
1 Bank Street, Suite 2003, Bristol, TN 37620

F: (276) 883-6366
E-Mail: jabakerlaw@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook by searching “The Law Offices of Jennifer A. Baker, PLLC”

Ms. Baker has over 18 years of experience as a practicing
attorney with over 11 of those years representing clients
here in the Tri-Cities.
Experience Highlight: She has represented hundreds
of disability clients in front of over 45 different
Administrative Law Judges in nine (9) different states.
Her areas of practice will include:
Social Security Disability
(Virginia & Tennessee)
Virginia Workers’ Compensation
VRS Disability Retirement Claims
Personal Injury/Motor Vehicle Accidents (Virginia Only)
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Count Kyle Busch as a 
fan of the Bristol Motor 
Speedway throwback 

weekend.
Consider the recent 

comments of the two-time 
NASCAR Cup champion 
regarding the three-year 
experiment with a dirt surface 
for the Bristol spring race.

“Unless it’s on concrete, it’s 
not a real race,” Busch said. 
“Bristol is a great race track 
and the fans love it.

“They come out in droves 
for the August race, and we 
hope that they show their 
support for the March race and 
everything that we’re going to 
have going on there.”

The 2024 Bristol experience 
will include the NASCAR 
Weather Guard Truck race on 
March 16 and the Food City 
500 on March 17. The Truck 
event will start at 8 p.m., with 
Sunday’s Cup race scheduled 
for a 3:30 p.m. green flag.

According to an informal 
poll of drivers in recent weeks, 
the majority are in favor of the 
concrete version of BMS.

If you watch and listen to 
the advertising campaigns, the 
2004 Food City 500 will feature 
a return to the glory days of 
Bristol with rubbing, fussing 
and finger pointing.

Busch is taking a wait and 
see approach.

“We’ve gone through so 
many different iterations of 

race track at Bristol, whether 
it’s been the old concrete, the 
new concrete, the ground 
concrete, the spray down 
on the bottom, and then the 
dirt,” Busch said.

“There’s just been so many 
different ways that that 
they’ve tried to have races 
there. But when it comes 
down towards the end and 
there’s somebody in the 
way, you’ve got to make it 
happen.”

When it comes to 
mastering the high speeds 
and high banks of BMS, 
Busch is a master.

Along with nine Cup 
victories at Bristol, Busch has 
recorded two sweeps of the 
Truck, Xfinity and Cup races.

“That’s pretty awesome,” 
Busch said. “I’ve been close 
to doing that probably eight 
other times in my career, so 
I’m so glad to have done it 
twice at Bristol. That place 
has always been one of my 
favorites. Bristol is just really 
special.”

So far, Busch seems 
headed to another special 
season with his Richard 
Childress Racing team.

Of course, Busch had 
a starring role earlier this 
season in the captivating 
three-wide final act at 
Atlanta Motor Speedway.

Daniel Suarez emerged from 
the pack to claim his second 
career Cup win, and Busch was 
forced to settle for third.

While fans and journalists 
are still raving about one of the 
closest finishes in NASCAR 
history, Busch prefers to look at 
the big picture.

“It wasn’t too big of a deal,” 
Busch said. “We’re running as 
hard as we could and things 
got crowded a bit off Turn 
4, but we kept it clean and 

everything was fine. It was just 
hard racing.”

Bristol Motor Speedway fans 
hope to see more of the same 
action this weekend. ➠

busch:
‘Unless it’s on concrete, 

it’s not a real race’
ALLEN GREGORY

Bristol Herald Courier

Kyle Busch celebrates his ninth Cup Series victory at Bristol Motor Speedway after capturing the Food 
City Dirt Race in April of 2022. Even though Busch won that race on dirt, he is a proponent of returning 
to concrete, which will occur next week.

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER FILE PHOTO
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Bristol Motor Speedway 
officials are planning to 
transport fans back to the 

future so to speak during the 
Food City 500 weekend.

And the track is bringing 
along some of its longtime 
friends to help run the time 
portal machine, including 
pro wrestler Bill Goldberg, 
legendary pit reporter Dr. Jerry 
Punch and the Trackside Live 
duo of Kenny Wallace and John 
Roberts, just to name a few.

After three years of racing 
on the dirt to honor NASCAR’s 
roots and pay tribute to the 
origins of the Cup Series, the 
hallowed high banks at Bristol 
have been scrubbed off, both 
literally and figuratively, and 
are now ready to do business 
as usual, on the speedy all-
concrete surface. NASCAR 
Cup Series teams are primed 
and ready to get back to 
“Racin’ the way it ought’a be!”

The weekend will feature the 
Food City 500 in its longtime 
traditional Sunday afternoon 
spot, taking the green flag at 
3:30 p.m.

On Saturday afternoon 
Bush’s Beans Practice and 
Bush’s Beans Qualifying 
will take place for both the 
NASCAR Cup Series and the 
NASCAR Craftsman Truck 
Series to set the starting 
lineups.

On Saturday evening, the 

hungry rising stars in the 
Craftsman Trucks will 
take center stage for the 
WEATHER GUARD Truck 
Race at 8 p.m.

The last time the track 
hosted a Food City 500 
on concrete under normal 
conditions in front of fans 
in the grandstands was 
back in April 2019. At that 
memorable race, Kyle Busch 
held off his older brother 
Kurt for victory that Sunday 
afternoon. After the race, 
Kurt playfully joked that 
he would’ve wrecked his 
brother to grab the win for 
himself if he could’ve gotten 
closer to his rear bumper as 
the laps wound down.

To elevate the fan-
experience for our guests 
this March, Team BMS has 
put together plenty of fun 
throwback touches during 
the weekend to remind fans 
of the great history that the 
World’s Fastest Half-Mile 
possesses, and the focus is 
especially centered on the 
early 1990s. Specifically 1992.

There’s even going to be 
a shiny silver DMC DeLorean 
straight from the set of Back 
to the Future on display in 
the reimagined BMS Fan 
FUNZONE. We wouldn’t 
recommend trying to take that 
little baby for a spin. Especially 
if you see a mad scientist type 

running around in a long 
white coat. One wrong button 
and you just might end up 
directly in the middle of Alan 
Kulwicki’s memorable Victory 
Lane celebration on Sunday 
afternoon, April 5, 1992. If you 
crashed the team photo, you 

would be the only one holding 
a cell phone by the way.

Another retro auto on 
display in the Fan FUNZONE 
will be one of the chase 
vehicles from the 1990 
bestseller, Jurassic Park. We 
can’t confirm if there will 

be actual dinosaurs walking 
around it. The BMS Fan 
FUNZONE, by the way, 
is going to have a ton of 
interactive elements this year, 
with RC cars that you can race, 
several fun inflatables, the 
euro bungie, axe throwing and 

welcomes fans to ‘Throwback Weekend’

NASCAR Cup Series drivers Zane Smith, along with Erik Jones and Brad Keselowski, add white paint to 
the wall inside Bristol Motor Speedway as the track prepares to go retro for the spring race this week.

EMILY BALL  | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER 
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much more. You will certainly 
want to make a pit stop there 
before you head to your 
grandstand seats.

Fans who join us for the 
weekend will also notice the 
throwback walls inside the 
track. They’ve been painted 
retro red and white just like 
they were in 1992. A trio of 
Cup drivers - Brad Keselowski, 
Erik Jones and rookie Zane 
Smith - helped get the painting 
started several weeks ago when 
they were here for a top-secret 
test session. Those walls have 
seen a lot of action over the 
years and have gained much 
notoriety for being the only 
black walls on the circuit for 
a long time. Don’t worry, the 
retro red and white is only 
going on for this throwback 
Food City 500 weekend. After 
the race is over, the BMS Ops 
team will return them back 
to their new traditional black 

color for September’s Bass 
Pro Shops Night Race.

Perhaps the best visual 
element of the overall 
throwback theme is the 
vintage race logo. When 
Food City came on board 
as the entitlement sponsor 
of the Bristol spring Cup 
race, the logo that you see 
right now was the very 
first Food City 500 logo in 
NASCAR history. It’s snazzy 
appearance with bold colors 
and lines has been a longtime 
fan favorite.

By the way, for those 
keeping score that’s 33 
consecutive years as the 
entitlement sponsor of 
the Food City 500 for the 
popular regional grocery 
chain. That ranks second all-
time for event sponsors in 
NASCAR history and gives 
a glimpse of the commitment 
and dedication that Food 

After three years of hosting a dirt race in the spring, Bristol Motor Speedway has returned to concrete 
for this week’s festivities on the ‘World’s Fastest Half-Mile.’

EMILY BALL  | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER 

Welcome to the Legendary...

900 Elizabethton Hwy, Bluff City, TN 37618
Mon-Thur 11am-7:30pm • Fri & Sat 11am - 2:30pm & 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Closed, Larry Proffitt says, “On The Lord’s Day.”

Carrying on the Tradition
of Hickory Smoked BBQ
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Historic Flooring Ad

City has to Bristol Motor 
Speedway and the sport of 
NASCAR Cup Series racing.

On the entertainment 
side, BMS is planning to go 
vintage as well with longtime 
headliners Kenny Wallace and 
John Roberts once again doing 
what they do best on Sunday 
afternoon (noon -1 p.m.) on 
the Food City Fan Zone Stage 
before the start of the Food City 
500. The pair will interview 
drivers, talk about the race and 
definitely work in some antics 
and high jinks. You can look 
forward to a fast 60 minutes of 
fun, so you better arrive to the 
stage early.

Inside the oval, longtime 
ESPN pit reporter Dr. Jerry 
Punch, who worked the race 
here in 1992 for ESPN, and 
his daughter, rising NASCAR 
pit reporter Jessie Punch, will 
give us all the scoop during the 
weekend on Colossus TV.

Another entertainer who 
will be making a popular 
return to resume his duties 
as Bristol event dignitary 
and ambassador will be 
professional wrestler Bill 
Goldberg. This will be 
Goldberg’s fourth appearance 
at Bristol Motor Speedway 
since he nearly broke the 
Internet when he picked up 
and carried Chase Elliott across 
the stage during driver intro 
ceremonies in 2019.

Finally, the popular ‘80s band 
Spank! will crank out their 
popular 1980s music following 
Saturday night’s WEATHER 
GUARD Truck Race. Spank! 
is scheduled to perform after 
the checkered flag falls on the 
Food City Fan Zone Stage. Stay 
tuned to the track’s website 
and social media channels to 
find out more details about 
upcoming music and parties 
that are planned for the 

weekend.
Just for fun, let’s hop aboard 

our Bristol Motor Speedway 
Time Portal and give it a whirl 
to take us all back in time and 
find out what has changed, 
what remains the same and if 
there are any real comparisons 
for 1992 to 2024. OK, better 
buckle-up before we smash the 
big red button. Hang on!

Time Portal Topic; Back in 
1992?; How About Now?

BMS Spring Cup race 
sponsor; Food City; Food City

Reigning Cup Series 
Champion; Dale Earnhardt 
Sr.; Ryan Blaney

Cup Rookie of the Year; 
Jimmy Hensley; Ty Gibbs

Bristol Cup track record 
speed ; 122.474 mph; 
132.075 mph. Previous 
season winner; Rusty 
Wallace; Christopher Bell

Event dignitary; TN Senator 
Jim Holcomb; Bill Goldberg, 

pro wrestler. 
Track walls 
color; Red 
and white; 
Red and white 
again Track 
slogan; Racin’ 
the way it 
ought’a be!; 
It’s Bristol, 
Baby!

Souvenir 
Program; 

Traditional glossy booklet, 
$5;Playbill booklet or digital 
file, free. Bristol Cup ticket 
price; $50; $50

Food City 500 logo; Cool 
colorful design; Same cool 
colorful design. Top drivers; 
Earnhardt, Wallace, Kulwicki; 
Blaney, Logano, Elliott, Bell

Track owner; Larry Carrier; 
Speedway Motorsports. 
Large shopping center; Mall 
of America; Mall of America

Mega social influencers; 
Paula Abdul / Cindy 
Crawford; Cristiano Ronaldo / 
Selena Gomez

U.S. President; George H. 
W. Bush; Joe Biden

Avg. auto price; $16,950; 
$38,450 Website; GoRacing.
com; Bristol Motor Speedway.
com. Telephone; Single home 
phone; Personal cell phone.

Space exploration; Space 
Shuttle Endeavour; Space X

Avg. gallon of gas; $1.05; 
$3.34 Notebook; Mead 
Trapper-Keeper; Apple iPad

Musicians; U2, REM, Garth 
Brooks, Creed, Metallica; 
Taylor Swift, Morgan Wallen, 
Drake, Luke Combs

Best song; End of the Road 
by Boyz II Men; Flowers by 
Miley Cyrus

Track TV announcers; Bob 
Jenkins, Ned Jarrett, Benny 
Parsons; Mike Joy, Clint 
Bowyer, Kevin Harvick

TV pit reporters; Dr. Jerry 
Punch, Vince Welch, John 
Kernan;Jamie Little, Regan 
Smith, Josh Sims

TV network; ESPN; FOX
Weekday racing news; 

RPM 2Night on ESPN2; FOX 
RaceHub on FS1

Cup car brands; Chevy, 
Ford, Oldsmobile, Pontiac; 
Chevy, Ford, Toyota

The Bristol race weekend 
will feature action in the 
NASCAR Cup Series with the 
tradition-rich Food City 500 
on Sunday afternoon, March 
17 (3:30 p.m., FOX and PRN 
Radio) with current champ 
Ryan Blaney, Chase Elliott, 
Kyle Larson, Joey Logano, 
Kyle Busch and Denny Hamlin 
leading the way.

Saturday afternoon’s Bush’s 
Beans Practice and Bush’s 
Beans Qualifying for both the 
NASCAR Cup Series and the 
NASCAR Craftsman Truck 
Series will set the starting 
lineups for each race and 
precede Saturday night’s 
WEATHER GUARD® Truck 
Race. NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck Series stars Ben 
Rhodes, Grant Enfinger, Nick 
Sanchez, Corey Heim, Ty 
Dillon and Christian Eckes, 
among others, are scheduled 
to take the green flag at 8 
p.m. ET for the 250-lap thriller 
(FS1, MRN Radio). ➠

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
MARCH 16TH - 9AM

401 E. MAPLE STREET JOHNSON CITY
RAIN OR SHINE - UNDER ROOF

BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIR!

30 minute Reserve Auction - 12 NOON
BUILDINGS - AIR COMPRESSORS - FLOORING
Viewing Dates: Friday, March 15th 9am—Noon

Saturday, March 16th 7am - 9am

DETAILS / PHOTOS:

HISTORICFLOORING.COM

LUMBER - EQUIPMENT
FLOORING 

BARNWOOD - VINTAGE
100,000+ ft

MOULDING & TRIM
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2 2 1  M O O R E  S T R E E T  •  B R I S T O L

THURSDAY

WEEKRACE
WEDNESDAY SATURDAY

8:00 PM

MUSIC FROM:
CLUB REWIND

FRIDAY

8:00 PM

MUSIC FROM:
COAL CAMP

MARCH 13-17

11:00-1:00 PM
MARK & DIGGER 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L

T O  F I N D  O U T  M O R E

8:00 PM

MUSIC FROM:
FROM THE EDGE

KARAOKE w/
LOUDMOUTH

8:00 PM

SUNDAY

BOOZY BREAKFAST 9:00-11:00 AM

3:30 PM

WATCH PARTY

8:00 PM
WATCH PARTY

GUESTSSPECIAL

MOWDOWN SHOWDOWN
LAWN MOWER RACE WITH

NASCAR & NHRA STARS

SPECIAL GUESTS:
MICHAEL WALTRIP
STEWART FRIESEN

TY DILLON
RYAN PREECE

TONY SHUMACHER
KYLE PETTY
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It’s one of the great 
debates in NASCAR.

In one corner, we have 
fans longing for the old bump 
and grind days of Bristol Motor 
Speedway.

The other corner prefers the 
more nuanced style of racing 
where drivers search for and 
stick to the fastest groove.

Hendrick Motorsports driver 
Alex Bowman has listened to 
both sides.

“It’s interesting,” said 
Bowman in a recent Zoom 
conference. “The groove kind 
of moves to the top and it’s too 
fast up there to just run into 
somebody. You can kind of get 
to a guy on the bottom, but the 
race car is just so different.

“Back in the day, you could 
literally pick up the rear tires of 
the car in front of you and have 
them lose a ton of grip. Now, 
the bumper lines are up so you 
can push a driver forward or 
take air off the back off his car 
and get him loose.”

Bowman continues to work 
on his Bristol dance moves 
entering the Food City 500.

In 13 Cup starts at BMS, he 
has recorded two three top-10 
runs with an average finish of 
20.8.

“We’ve been decent at 
Bristol,” Bowman said. “We’ve 
just had a lot of small issues 
take us out of our best races. 
Bristol is a place where you 

have to be perfect, especially 
with the Next Generation 
car.

“It’s become more difficult 
to pass. In the fall race last 
year, it was really difficult 
to make up positions on the 
track. It’s a long day and it’s 
hard to be perfect.”

Is Bowman happy that the 
Food City 500 will be run on 
concrete following a three-
year experiment with a dirt 
surface?

“I think we’re all excited 
about that,” Bowman said. 
“Bristol is such a great 
race track, and it puts on 
such a good show. With 
the fans and atmosphere, 
everything is so cool about 
the experience.

“The dirt thing kind of ran 
its course. The concrete track 
at Bristol is an icon, so I’m 
excited to get back there.”

Bowman knows the secret 
to success on short tracks. 
Along with two-top five 
finishes as Bristol, he has 
wins at Martinsville and 
Richmond.

As for those bump and 
grind traditionalists at 
Bristol, Bowman thinks they 
should stay tuned.

“I feel like it can always 
come back,” Bowman said. 
“You never know what rules 
packages are going to change 
year by year. So, we’ll just 
have to wait and see.” ➠

bowman
sees the concrete as an ‘icon’ at BMS

ALLEN GREGORY
Bristol Herald Courier

Alex Bowman, who called the concrete at Bristol an ‘icon’ in racing circles, hopes to have success at 
Bristol Motor Speedway. In 13 career Cup Series starts at BMS, he has three 3-top 10 finishes.

AP FILE PHOTO
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Bank of Marion Ad

It was a race like none other 
in Bristol Motor Speedway 
history.

The date was May 31, 2020, 
and the action was compelling.

Following contact between 
the lead cars of Chase Elliott 
and Joey Logano with under 
two laps remaining, Brad 
Keselowski navigated past to 
grab the Food City 500 win.

“I felt like I was in Las 
Vegas,” Keselowski said. “I 
went from having a bad hand 
to a full house real quick.”

It was a memorable finish, 
but no one was there to see it. 
In fact, numerous fans parked 
outside the massive track just 
to get a taste of the Bristol 

experience.
Keselowski celebrated 

his victory while wearing a 
protective face mask. Welcome 
to the COVID-19 world.

“It was surreal,” said 
Keselowski during a recent 
press conference at BMS.

Much has changed since that 
sunny May afternoon in 2020.

Keselowski has moved on 
from his ride with Team Penske 
to an ownership role at RFK 
Racing.

After a three-year 
experiment with a dirt surface 
generated mixed reviews, 
BMS officials have launched 
a throwback theme featuring 
traditional red and white 
striped track walls and the 
return of concrete around the 
famed high banks.

“I was really proud to 
get that win in 2020, but it’s 
good to be back on concrete,” 
Keselowski said.

Entering this season, the 
biggest storyline for the 2012 
Cup champion involves a 92-
race winless streak dating back 
to the April event at Talladega 
in 2021.

“We don’t need any good 
luck. We just need to avoid bad 
luck,” Keselowski said.

Keselowski, 39, did record 
seven top-five and 16 top-10 
finishes last 
season en 
route to an 
eighth-place 
finish in 
points.

“We are 
right there,” 

Keselowski said. “At Daytona, 
we led the most laps but there 
was a bunch of wrecks at the 
end.

“And in 2002 at Bristol, I 
was leading the Night Race 
with just 50 laps to go before 
blowing a tire. When you put 
yourself into position, good 
things will happen.”

Chris Buescher was the 
breakout star for the RFK 
operation last season with a 
career-best three wins and nine 
top-fives. Buescher is expected 

to perform even better during 
his fifth season at RFK.

What are the future plans at 
RFK?

“We certainly have an eye on 
growth,” Keselowski said. “We 
did a third car at Daytona. If 
we get more sponsors, we will 
run some more races.

“With race cars, kids and 
my other business, there is no 
shortage of things to do. I’m 
just trying to keep it all going 
the right way.” ➠

Keselowski 
adjusting to role as car owner and driver

ALLEN GREGORY
Bristol Herald Courier

Brad Keselowski 
isn’t just a driver 
any longer. The 
former Penske 
driver is also a 
car owner now 
with RFK Racing. 
Keselowski, being 
introduced here 
prior to a race at 
Richmond Race-
way in Richmond 
in 2022, won the 
spring race in 
Bristol in 2020 
that was ran in 
front of no fans 
due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

AP FILE PHOTO

BEST BANK! BEST CDs!!

Rates based on monthly compounding. $500 minimum required to open. $500 minimum daily balance required  
to earn the annual percentage yield (APY). Rates in effect as of February 1, 2024. Penalty for early withdrawal.  
These CDs will automatically renew at maturity. CD holders have ten calendar days after maturity to withdraw 
funds without penalty.

CALL, STOP BY, OR VISIT BANKOFMARIONVA.COM FOR MORE DETAILS.

The Bank of Marion

5.15%
APY

5 Months

4.18%
APY

25 Months

4.75%
APY

13 Months

LOCK IN THESE RATES NOW.



ConcreteRETURN TORETURN TO

Classic Car AuctionClassic Car Auction

Register & Consign Today!
$300 Consignment Fee to enter a vehicle in the sale

*Last day to consign is April 10*
Consignment & Bidder Registration can be emailed to: abingdonautoauction@gmail.com

Online bidding available 10% online buyers premium www.proxibid.com

Buyer Premium 7% | Seller Premium 7%
(Minimum $600)

STARTING AT 9 AM!
GATES OPEN at 7 AM

PREVIEW Friday 12-6 pm

SATURDAY APRIL 13SATURDAY APRIL 13

Just Want To Watch?
$20 Spectator Fee Per Person

VA License# 787;376;3031

$150
Bidder Fee

Includes 1 Guest

20216 Auction Drive Bristol, VA 24202
office: 276-644-1684

Mike Anderson’sMike Anderson’s

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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MARCH 23rd, 2024@9AM
Mt. Airy Livestock ExchangeMt. Airy Livestock Exchange

327 Locust Lane, Mt. Airy NC 27030 - Ph# 336-786-8129

FarmTractors&FarmTractors&
Equipment of all Kinds!Equipment of all Kinds!

Trucks, Trailers, IndustrialTrucks, Trailers, Industrial
Equipment&MuchMore!Equipment&MuchMore!

TURN YOUR USED EQUIPMENT INTOCASHTURN YOUR USED EQUIPMENT INTOCASH

SPRING
CONSIGNMENTAUCTION

CONSIGN EQUIPMENT

CALL
DannyReynolds 423-335-7601
MikeAnderson 276-623-5900

NCL#9946-NCFL#10165

Consign
EQUIPMENT NOW!!
NOWTHRU TUESDAY

MARCH 19!

7% Sellers Premium- $2400CAP
10% Sellers Premium- $1000& below
8%Buyers Premium- $2400CAP

10% Buyers Premium- $1000& Below
11% Buyers Premium-Online Buyers

$50 Title Processing Fee
(Buyers and Sellers)

Text or Email Consignments: 276-782-0875 or
consign@mtairylivestock.com

BID ONLINE
proxibid

Equipmentfacts

Visit us onVisit us on
Mt. Airy Livestock Exchange for latest updates!Mt. Airy Livestock Exchange for latest updates!
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Ryan Blaney conquered 
the NASCAR Cup 
Series last season.

This Sunday at Bristol Motor 
Speedway, the third-generation 
racer from Trumbull County, 
Ohio, can earn another piece of 
NASCAR history.

With a victory in the Food 
City 500, Blaney would 
become just the sixth driver to 
win a race at BMS in each of 
NASCAR’s top three series.

“Hopefully, we can add our 
name to the list with a win on 
the Cup side and be part of that 
small group,” said Blaney in a 
recent Zoom conference.

In 14 career Cup starts at 
BMS, Blaney has an average 
finish of 19.7 with five top-10s.

“We struggled pretty bad 
at Bristol last fall,” Blaney 
said. “We need to figure out a 
different way to go about that 
race and be more competitive 
as the night goes on.

“We have been able to put 
together a strong run around 
there for 300 laps, but the track 
changes over the last 200 laps. 
So, it’s just a matter of figuring 
out we need to do different and 
then kind of go from there.”

While Blaney has been 
unable to master the Bristol 
challenge in a Cup car, he 
embraces the high-speed chess 
match that every BMS race 
presents.

“It’s a long night, but I do 
enjoy it,” Blaney said. “I feel 

like the challenge is about 
keeping up with the way the 
track changes, from the bottom 
of the track to the top. You 
have to pay attention and make 
adjustments.”

Blaney said BMS has become 
a guessing game for drivers 
and crew chiefs.

“When I came into the sport, 
Bristol was the top dominant,” 
Blaney said. “Now, you have 
to pay attention to both the 
top and the bottom as the race 
goes on. It’s pretty tricky. The 
change of speed on the lanes 
is really something that makes 

the place difficult.”
“I enjoyed the dirt races 

at Bristol, but I’m looking 
forward to two concrete 
races this year. That will give 
us some notes for the fall, 
and it’s always nice to have a 
notebook for Bristol.” ➠

Cup Series
champ Blaney looks to make more 

history at BMS
ALLEN GREGORY

Bristol Herald Courier

Ryan Blaney, center right, received the NASCAR Cup Series 
Championship Cup from NASCAR president Steve Phelps after 
winning it at Phoenix Raceway on Nov. 5 in Avondale, Ariz.

Ryan Blaney could become 
just the sixth driver to win a 
race at Bristol Motor Speed-
way in each of NASCAR’s 
top three series with a win 
in the Food City 500 on 
Sunday. AP FILE PHOTOS
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SINCE 1992, WE’VE BEEN FUELING RACE FANS WITH THE 
FRESHEST MEAT & SEAFOOD, FRESH & LOCAL PRODUCE, 
READY TO EAT FOOD SERVICE, THE COLDEST BEER IN 
TOWN AND SO MUCH MORE! FOOD CITY IS YOUR  
FAVORITE PIT STOP FOR ALL YOUR RACE DAY AND  
EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS!

OFFICIAL SUPERMARKET OF  BRISTOL MOTOR SPEEDWAY foodcity.com
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325
With Card

Food City Fresh

Whole 
Boneless 
Pork Loin
Per Lb.

Selected Varieties,
Kraft Grated Parmesan 
Cheese (8 Oz.)or Frozen

Red Baron
Pizza
15.77-23.45 Oz.

Selected Varieties, 
Grands Jr. 
Flaky Layers (10 Ct.),

Cinnamon
Rolls
5 Ct.

Selected Varieties, 

Pillsbury
Grands! 
Biscuits
5 Ct.

Selected Varieties

Blue Bell 
Ice Cream
64 Oz.

Basket & Bushel

Jumbo 
Baking 
Potatoes
8 Lb.

Selected Varieties

Hormel 
Pork Filet
24 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Pepsi 
Products
6 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Btls.

Selected Varieties

Funables 
Fruit Snacks 
10 Ct.

Selected Varieties, 
Nutty Bars, Fig Bars, 
Honey Buns, 
Oatmeal Creme Pies, 
Cosmic Brownies, 
Swiss Rolls or
Strawberry Shortcake Rolls

Little Debbie 
Snack Cakes
10.6-16.2 Oz.

Selected Varieties, 
Family Size

Nabisco
Oreo Cookies
12-20 Oz.499

With Card

*IN SELECT
STORES ONLY

299
With Card

149
With Card

188
With Card499

With Card

179
With Card 499

With Card

ValuCard Price .................... 4.99
Digital Coupon ............... -2.00

FINAL PRICE WITH COUPON

299
With Card

California

Peelz
Mandarins

3 Lb. 

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
4

4
Buy

2
Buy

LIMIT 4

TOTAL ITEMS

LIMIT 4

TOTAL ITEMS

When you buy 2 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are 4.99 each. Discount applied as 

a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

When you buy 4 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are 6.99 each. Discount applied 

as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

SLICED
Free

Ball Park Hamburger or
Hot Dog Buns (8 Ct.) or

Thomas
English 
Muffins
6 Ct. 199

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

Selected Varieties, 
Green Mountain, McCafé or 

Folgers 
Coffee K-Cups
10-12 Ct. 499

With Card

3
Buy

LIMIT 3
TOTAL ITEMS

When you buy 3 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are ValuCard price each. Discount 

applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

Selected Varieties

Yoplait 
Yogurt
4-6 Oz. 59¢

With 
Card

LIMIT
10

Made Fresh In-Store

Very Berry
Bowl
Each

Hickory Smoked

King’s Rightly 
Seasoned 
Bacon
40 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Hormel 
Pepperoni
5-6 Oz.

Selected Varieties, 
Kellogg’s Jumbo Snax 
(5.4-9.5 Oz.) or

Sunny D
18 Pk.

Selected Varieties

Hartz 3X 
Dog Pads
30 Ct.

Dietz & Watson, 
Yellow American Cheese or

Black Forest 
Ham
Per Lb.

Selected Varieties

POWERADE
8 Pk., 20 Oz. Btls. 

Selected Varieties, 
Nutri-Grain Bars or Bites (5-8 Ct.),

Town House
or Club 
Crackers
9-13.8 Oz.

Selected Varieties, 
Gardetto’s Snack Mix 
(8-8.6 Oz.),

Chex Mix 
or Bugles
7.5-8.75 Oz.

Selected Varieties, Scrubbing 
Bubbles Spray (32 Oz.),
Windex Glass Cleaner (23 Oz.) or

Dial
Body Wash
16 Oz.

Selected Varieties

Tide Simply 
Detergent
117-128 Oz.1999

With Card

299
With Card

899
With Card

399
With Card

199
With Card

249
With Card

299
With Card 499

With Card

999
With Card

499
With Card 699

With Card

ValuCard Price .................... 5.99
Digital Coupon ............... -2.00

FINAL PRICE WITH COUPON

399
With Card

Selected Varieties
Dawn 

Dish Detergent
40 Oz.

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT

4
EACH

LIMIT
42

Buy

LIMIT
4

LIMIT 4

TOTAL ITEMS

When you buy 2 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are ValuCard price each. Discount 

applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

When you buy 2 in the same transaction.
Lesser quantities are ValuCard price each. Discount 

applied as a coupon. Customer pays sales tax.

IN THE
Deli

LIMIT 2
TOTAL ITEMS

2
Buy

Selected Varieties, 
Cheez-It Caddies or

Pringles
Snack Stacks
12 Ct. 499

With Card

LIMIT

4
EACH

Frozen, Selected Varieties

Crav’n 
Flavor
Appetizers
8 Oz.

2/$5With Card

LIMIT
4

LIMIT
4

Baked Fresh Daily

Chocolate 
Chip 
Cookies
Dozen 299

With Card

IN THE
Bakery

399
With Card

149
With Card

LIMIT
4

LIMIT
4

188
With Card

Over $188 
in savings!

LIMIT
4
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The night of June 1, 2020, 
represents a signature 
moment in the career of 

Noah Gragson.
That’s when the Las 

Vegas native earned his first 
NASCAR Xfinity Series win 
at Bristol Motor Speedway 
after emerging from a three-
wide battle in overtime with 
Brandon Jones and Chase 
Briscoe.

How happy was Gragson 
with his triumph?

Consider his post-race 
comments.

“It’s Bristol, baby. This is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity,” 
Gragson said. “I suck here and 
I was terrible here in Trucks 
and Xfinity last year, but my 
crew chief believed in me and 
wanted me to run with him.”

That crew chief was Dave 
Elenz from the powerful JR 
Motorsports team.

In 2022, Gragson added to 
his BMS resume by winning 
the Food City 300 Xfinity race 
in his No. 9 JR Motorsports 
Chevrolet. That victory marked 
Gragson’s third straight win in 
the series along with his sixth 
of the season and 11th career 
win.

“We won at Bristol in 2020 

and there were no fans there,” 
said Gragson, referring to the 
restricted days of COVID 19. 
“What a great opportunity it 
was to race at Bristol in front 
of fans in 2022 and have the 
opportunity to win the race.”

Flash forward to this 
weekend at Bristol Motor 
Speedway.

Following his 2023 
suspension for his actions on 
social media and subsequent 
departure from the Legacy 
Motor Club operation, Gragson 
now competes for the Stewart-
Haas Racing Cup in the Cup 
Series and is coming off a sixth-
place finish last week at Las 
Vegas.

During a Zoom conference 
last week, Gragson was asked 
about his transition to the high-
profile SHR team.

“We have a great group 
working on our No. 10 car and 
everybody else in the shop 
has been awesome as well,” 
Gragson said.

“I’m proud to be a part of 
this team. We’re going to push 
harder than we’ve ever pushed 
before.”

The other Cup drivers for the 
Stewart-Haas Racing operation 
are Josh Berry, Chase Briscoe 
and Ryan Preece.

“I’ve tried to lean on 
everyone around me to just get 

their thought process 
on things and be 
able to think outside 
the box more, which 
is always good,” 
Gragson said. “I 
don’t know if there’s 
one specific person or 
not, but everyone’s 
pretty good to talk 
to.”

The subject 
of Bristol Motor 
Speedway figures to 
a be popular topic 
of discussion for 
Gragson and his SHR 
buddies next week.

“I don’t know 
why but we still 
suck (at Bristol), and 
my attitude is that 
we’ve got to figure 
this out,” Gragson 
said. “We had a really 
fast car there in 2020 
and the win in 2022 
was special because 
we were terrible in 
practice.

“It’s a great feeling 
to do a burnout at 
Bristol and drive up 
to Victory Lane. I 
want to experience 
that again.” ➠

Gragson
wants another victory burnout at Bristol

ALLEN GREGORY
Bristol Herald Courier

Crew members push Noah Gragson’s car to the inspection area prior to 
qualifying for the Food City 500 in 2022 at Bristol Motor Speedway. Grag-
son has switched team, driving now for Stewart-Haas Racing.

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER FILE PHOTO
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 2024 Virginia Highlands Festival       

Arts, culture, outdoor adventures, history, theatre, music, and 
more...“find your way to play” in Abingdon with the 

Virginia Highlands Festival  
July 26 - August 4



 2024 Virginia Highlands Festival 

Food Lovers Month

Taste the best our restaurants have to offer, and 
more…“find your way to play” with the 

Virginia Highlands Festival - July 26 - August 4

EAT. DRINK. L   VE.
VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS 

April is for local food lovers.

Wednesday, April 3, 3:30-5:30pm $25
Sisters American Grill at The Martha

Talk. Share. Taste.

Sunday, April 7, 3-4pm
$20 per child at Shaked (parents free)

Frost. Sprinkle. Taste.

Sunday, April 14, 3-5pm
$35 Stormbrew Farm

Farm. Taste. Sip.

Tuesday, April 16, 6pm
$50 Foresta

Mix. Pour. Enjoy.

April 18 (crochet placemat)
April 28 (knit placemat)
5-7pm $25 A Likely Yarn

Create. Place. Savor.

Saturday, April 20, 1pm & 2pm
$35 The Commons

Tour. Taste. Shop.

Sunday, April 21, 1-3pm
$35 The Girl & The Raven

Butter. Rise. Taste.

April 27, 6pm, $70
Full Bloom Farm House

Global. Local. Home.

My Little Fabric Shop $40
https://bit.ly/eatdrinkloveapronkit

Eat. Drink. Love. Featured Apron Kit
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Once upon a time, 
NASCAR was ruled by 
a gang of larger-than-

life ruffians.
From Dale Earnhardt and 

Buck Baker to Curtis Turner 
and Junior Johnson, these men 
were fearless and earned their 
legendary status the hard way.

Cale Yarborough, who died 
in December at age 84 from a 
genetic disorder, was a leader 
in that select group.

The heroic feats of the 
5-foot-7 Yarborough on and off 
the track are motion picture 
worthy.

A native of rural Sardis, 
South Carolina, Yarborough 
was an all-state fullback in high 
school and a two-time Golden 
Gloves state champion boxer.

Cale even earned a 
scholarship to play football at 

Clemson. All this after losing 
his father in a private plane 
crash at age 11.

There was nothing timid 
about Cale. At age 20, he 
lied about his age to enter 
the Southern 500 at fearsome 
Darlington Raceway before 
NASCAR officials caught on.

With his powerful build and 
confident nature, Yarborough 
manhandled his car to 83 
career NASCAR Cup wins and 
three championships.

To a kid growing up in 
far Southwest Virginia, Cale 
represented a gunslinger 
figure from the glory days 
of Hollywood westerns. He 
simply pushed his car to the 
front and asked questions later.

Unlike many of the current 
NASCAR drivers who learn 
the sport on fancy racing 
simulators, we could relate to 
a guy who paid his dues in 

sticky tobacco fields and short 
tracks.

It was fitting that Cale 
mastered the most brutal 
challenges. Consider that he 
earned nine wins at Bristol 

Motor Speedway, leading every 
lap in the 1973 Southeastern 
500.

Of course, Cale was also 
involved in an incident that 
helped elevate NASCAR 
onto the national stage. Flash 
back to the final stages of the 
1979 Daytona 500 where the 
cars driven by Yarborough 
and Donnie Allison bumped 
several times.

After exiting his car, 
Yarborough engaged in a wild 
brawl with both Donnie and 
his brother Bobby.

From the Deep South to 
the Midwest, the network 
television audience was 
captivated by this unscripted 
drama.

Yarborough had a couple 
ties to the Mountain Empire. 
He began his career driving 

for Johnson City car owner 
Herman Beam in 1963 and was 
sponsored by Ron’s Ford of 
Bristol when he drove for the 
Wood Brothers steam in the 
1960s.

This is the same Cale who 
wrested alligators, snakes and 
bears, was struck by lightning 
twice, survived two airplane 
crashes and drove in the famed 
24 Hours of Le Mans Road race 
along with the Indianapolis 
500.

How is that for a full life?
Yarborough, who was 

inducted into the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame in 2012, became 
involved in several business 
ventures such as ranching in 
his later years.

More respect is due for 
NASCAR’s last blue-collar 
hero. ➠

Racing
cars just part of Yarborough’s full life

ALLEN GREGORY
Bristol Herald Courier

Cale Yarborough, considered one of NASCAR’s all-time greatest drivers and the first to win three 
consecutive Cup titles, died on Dec. 31. He was 84.

Cale Yarborough (11) passes Benny Parsons (72) on the outside during the 1973 Southeastern 
500 NASCAR Cup Series race at Bristol. Yarborough led all 500 laps that day, the only time a Bris-
tol Cup race has been won leading flag to flag. 

JOHN BEACH | BHC FILE PHOTOS



ConcreteRETURN TORETURN TOADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMENT                       												                                                      Page 27                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                 

Welcome Race Fans!Welcome Race Fans!

836 State Street | Bristol, TN 37620
    423-989-4100 | BHHSJones.com

Want to make Bristol Home?
Find at
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The NASCAR world is 
long overdue for an 
image makeover.

From pit road and the press 
box to the grandstands and 
sponsor suites, new faces 
and a wider range of voices 
should be welcome in a sport 
that has grown old, bland and 
predictable.

Consider the new Netflix 
five-part docuseries NASCAR: 
Full Speed.

Following a long wait 
and considerable hype, the 
production has received 
positive reviews from all 
angles.

The goal here is to attract 
a younger and hipper 
audience that prefers to stream 
entertainment and information 
over their fancy phones 
instead of actually reading 
a newspaper or watching 
network news.

Rather than crashes and 
worn-out stereotypes, the Full 
Speed producers have found 
an interesting mix of intrigue 
on and off the track.

The Netflix magic has 
generated big dividends for 
the Formula One world, which 
has seen increased interest 
from fans in the United States 
from its “Drive to Survive” 
docuseries.

Formula One has exotic 
venues, flashy drivers and 
breathtaking speeds, but there 
is one big problem with the 

picture.
The same driver and team 

dominate every race. Of course, 
we’re talking about three-time 
defending world champion 
Max Verstappen and the Red 
Bull Racing juggernaut.

There is much more action 
in the boardrooms of Formula 
One than on the track.

Full Speed offers highlights 
of tight competition along 
with revealing interviews 
and introductions to family 
members.

Episode one focused on Cup 
superstar Denny Hamlin.

Along with gaining insight 
into Hamlin’s emergence as 

NASCAR’s resident bad guy, 
viewers were treated to a rare 
look behind the curtains.

We saw Hamlin’s luxurious 
Lake Norman home, which 
features a bowling alley, 
recording studio, gym and a 
glass-walled garage to display 
his Daytona 500-winning 
racecar.

The Hamlin segment 
included his role as a team 
owner and quest for an elusive 
Cup series title.

Drivers such as Bubba 
Wallace, William Byron, Joey 
Logano, Tyler Reddick, Ryan 
Blaney, Christopher Bell, Ross 
Chastain and Kyle Larson 

are also featured 
among the five 
episodes.

It was cool to 
see how Byron 
progressed from 
iRacing at his 
Charlotte home on 
a high-tech driving 
simulator to championship 
contender.

The rollercoaster of emotions 
as Wallace chased his first 
playoff bid was compelling.

And the description of 
Logano as a “insurance 
salesman” was amusing.

After enduring countless 
fluff pieces with the same 

handful of celebrity drivers on 
network pre-race shows, it’s 
refreshing to see a different 
perspective that pulls no 
punches.

The salty language might 
turn off some traditional fans, 
but a dose of Full Speed is 
welcome, informative and 
healthy.

The series premiered on Jan. 
30, 2024, and each of the five 
episodes are still available on 
Netflix.

The episode list is as follows:
  •  Episode 1: Playoffs or Bust
  •  Episode 2: Another Gear
  •  Episode 3: One Last Push
  •  Episode 4: Not in the Plan
  •  Episode 5: Across the Line

full speed
docuseries meant to attract younger fans

ALLEN GREGORY
Bristol Herald Courier

It is vital to the future of racing at Bristol Motor Speedway that young fans are included 
in the mix. The Full Speed docuseries was developed as a method to meant to attract a 
‘younger and hipper’ audience to the sport.

EMILY BALL | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
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Caring Veterinary Services at Prices you can afford!

276-475-5397
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

21325 Brad Johnson Drive,
Damascus, VA 24236

FISHER HOLLOWFISHER HOLLOW
VETERINARY CLINICVETERINARY CLINIC

Matthew S. Garrett, DVM
Small & Large Animal

ne & Surgery
Small & L
Medicin
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A dirt expert has finally 
mastered the dirt version of 
Bristol Motor Speedway.

Following victories by Joey 
Logano and Kyle Busch the 
past two years, Christopher 
Bell led the final 100 laps 
late Sunday night en route to 
winning the Food City Dirt 
Race.

“Let me tell you, those were 
some of the longest laps in my 
entire life,” Bell said. “This 
place is so much fun, whether 
it’s dirt or concrete.”

Following a spin by Kyle 
Busch, the race came down to 
an eight-lap shootout between 
Bell and Tyler Reddick.

NASCAR declared Bell the 
winner when several drivers 
were involved in a last-lap 
crash that created a caution.

There was nothing 
cheap about this victory, as 
Bell fended off numerous 
challengers.

“When the cushion (groove) 
got up there on the top, it 
was very tough because you 
couldn’t drive it super hard 
without getting sucked in,” 
Bell said.

“I just can’t get over how 
long those laps felt. We were 
making 20-second laps while 
moving the wheel 18 times a 
corner.”

In honor of the 30th 
anniversary of the death of 
former racer Alan Kulwicki, 

Bell performed a Polish 
Victory Lap after the race.

“I’m just so grateful to be 
here,” Bell said.

Bell’s pit crew only 
changed tires once during 
the entire race.

Reddick said he enjoyed 
the battle despite his runner-
up effort.

“That was a lot of fun 
and really intense towards 
the end,” Reddick said. “I 
thought I had the edge, but it 
wasn’t quite there.

“I was going to see what 
I could on that last lap, but 
we will never know it would 
have worked.”

Austin Dillon took 
third, followed by Ricky 
Stenhouse, Jr. and Chase 
Briscoe. The top five 
finishers all have extensive 
dirt racing backgrounds.

“I have to thank 
(Speedway Motorsports) 
for all of the hard work 
they’ve done with this dirt 
racing,” Dillon said. “I don’t 
care what anybody says, 
that was an amazing show 
throughout the field.”

Dillon ran second in the first 
two stages but had no answer 
for Bell and Reddick.

“I had a lot of fun,” Dillon 
said. “The car just wasn’t good 
enough against the fence when 
it mattered.”

The show began with 
62-degree temperatures and 
sunny skies. Those conditions 
helped generate a much 

larger audience compared to 
Saturday’s truck race.

Pole-winner and pre-race 
favorite Kyle Larson captured 
the first 75-lap stage. Following 
a compelling four-wide battle 
punctuated by several slide-
job passes, Reddick took the 
second stage.

Fans rose to their feet on lap 
157 of the 250-lap event when 

Larson spun after hitting a 
bump in Turn 3.

Moments later, Larson got 
together with Ryan Preece for 
caution number 11. Larson’s 
car suffered suspension 
damage, ending his night.

Early in the race, Preece 
openly expressed his 
frustration with Larson for an 
incident.

“I’m guessing (Preece) was 
paying me back for whatever I 
did earlier,” Larson said. “He 
ran me straight into the fence. 
We crashed and my car broke.

“It sucks, but I should just be 
mad at myself for spinning out 
earlier and putting myself back 
there.”

According to Stenhouse, it 
was a matter of making the 

bell
mastered BMS dirt in ‘23 spring race

ALLEN GREGORY
Bristol Herald Courier

Christopher Bell celebrates on the hood of his car after winning the Food City Dirt Race last April at 
Bristol Motor Speedway. Bell was the first noted “dirt expert” to win the event in the three-year run of 
dirt races at BMS.

EMILY BALL | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
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• CAR
GO

• UTIL
ITY

• GOO
SEN

ECK

• DUM
P

• CAR
HAU

LER

OVER10 ACRES WITH
600 TRAILERS &
TRUCK BEDS INSTOCK!

YOUR TRAILER
HEADQUARTERS!

FINANCING & RENT TO OWNAVAILABLE!
WE TAKE TRADES-INS!

THISWEEK’S
SPECIAL

15”WHEEL & TIRE

$79
$7,688
2023 Delta 6x16x6.5H

Stock Trailer
#T4102

$1,595
2023 Carry-On 6x12 GW

ATV TRAILER
#2T3770

$8,998
2021 Big Tex Trailers 16GN-
36’ Flatbed Trailer 15.9K

#T3544

$7,498
2024 Carry-On

6 x 12 90SR-12 Dump
Trailer 10K
#11T4388

$1,595
2023 Carry-On 6x12 GW

ATV TRAILER
#2T3770

$10,698
‘23 Carry-On

8.5 x 25GNDODT14K
Equipment Trailer

#7T4097

$3,995
2021 Carry-On
6x16AGW7K
Utility Trailer

#11T2771

$998
2023 Carry-On

5.5 x 8GW2KPT HD Pipe
Top Rail Utility Trailer

#8T4137

TRAILER PARTS & ACCESSORIES - GREAT SELECTION!

NO DOCUMENT FEES! SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Hours:
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 AM - 7 PM,
SATURDAY:
8 AM - 5 PM

LEBANON, VALEBANON, VA
(276) 873-6801(276) 873-6801$2,795

2023 BEAST 6x10
Aluminum Utility Trailer

#4074

$3,797
2022 Carry-On 7x18

GW1BRK Utility Trailer
#4T3165

$5,995
2022 Carry-On 7x20
HDEQDTFR 14K
Equipment Trailer

#4T3150

$2,387
2022 Carry-On 5x8 CGEC
Enclosed +6” Cargo Trailer

#5T3205
WWW.MODERNSUPERCENTER.COM ModernChevSuperCenter@ModernSuperCenter

best of his situation.
“We didn’t have to run up 

front, but we methodically kind 
of picked and chose lanes,” 
Stenhouse said.

As is common with dirt 
tracks, the racing surface and 
operating room for drivers 
gradually changed throughout 
the night. Recent work by 
BMS track officials created 
progressive banking in the 
24-28-degree range with several 
grooves.

By lap 150, it was common 
to see drivers opting from four 
separate lanes.

Dirt Late Model star Jonathan 
Davenport started in the No. 
21 spot and finished 33rd. He 
spun his car on lap 81 going 
around the fourth turn.

Davenport said he enjoyed 
his high-profile debut in the 
Cup Series.

“The support from everyone 
has been overwhelming,” 
Davenport said. “I’m grateful 

for this opportunity.”
The race was slowed by 14 

cautions for 71 laps. The first 
incident unfolded on lap 12 
and involved four drivers, 
including Bubba Wallace, 
William Byron and Joey 
Logano.

Michael McDowell authored 
the most impressive move of 
the night when he executed 
a 360 move to avoid contact 
during a spin early in the 
second stage.

Wallace, who led 15 laps of 
his heat race Saturday night, 
settled for the No. 12 spot.

Joey Logano, who dominated 
Saturday’s Truck race at BMS, 
was the first driver to exit 
Sunday’s event.

“I think had a pretty good 
car, but it seemed like I got 
caught up in every incident 
out there,” said Logano, who 
finished last in the 37-car field. 
➠ Christopher Bell on his way to victory at Bristol Motor Speedway last April in the third of three 

straight spring races held at BMS on dirt.

EMILY BALL | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
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One of the biggest 
questions surrounding 
the Food City 500 

race weekend at Bristol Motor 
Speedway is which driver will 
fill out the blossoming Bristol 
four-leaf clover?

This spring’s Food City 500 
on March 17 will be the fourth 
time that the Cup race day falls 
on the national holiday.

The drivers who won in 
those years include David 
Pearson in 1968, Cale 
Yarborough in 1974 and Kasey 
Kahne in 2013. The winner of 
this year’s version of the Food 
City 500 will join those three 
to form a complete four-leaf-
clover, Bristol style.

The tradition-rich Food City 
500 race weekend on March 
16-17, which also includes 
the WEATHER GUARD 
Truck Race in the NASCAR 
Craftsman Truck Series 
under the lights on Saturday 
night, March 16, and Bush’s 
Beans Qualifying and Bush’s 
Beans Practice for both the 
NASCAR Cup Series and 
NASCAR Craftsman Truck 
Series on Saturday afternoon, 
has occupied just about every 
weekend in March and April 
over the years.

In fact, for those who may 
have thought the March date 
assignment was something 
new, this is actually the 32nd 

time that NASCAR’s Cup 
Series will visit the Northeast 
Tennessee bullring during 
the month of March for its 
spring race. There have been 
28 April weekends, two in 
early May and one - the 
inaugural BMS Cup race - in 
July.

There has been a total of 
nine Cup Series winners on 
St. Patrick’s Day in NASCAR 
history. Those winners 
include Ralph Moody in 1957 
at Wilson (N.C.) Speedway; 
Jack Smith in 1962 at 
Savannah (Ga.) Speedway; 
Fred Lorenzen in 1963 at 
Atlanta; Pearson at Bristol in 
1968; Yarborough at Bristol 
in 1974; Bill Elliott in 1985 in 
Atlanta; Sterling Marlin in 
2002 in Darlington; Kahne 
at Bristol in 2013; and Brad 
Keselowski at Martinsville 
in 2019.

And while Bristol is 
focused on taking the fans 
back in time at this event 
with some throwback 
activities surrounding the 
early 1990s, you can bet 
that the track will still fully 
embrace the St. Patrick’s 
Day weekend with all things 
green and encouraging fans 
to wear their green and 
shamrocks in what promises 
to be a huge party.

“If there’s one thing 
NASCAR Fans love, it’s a big 
party! St. Patrick’s Day really 

Food City 500
lands on St. Patrick’s Day 

for fourth time

Kasey Kahne was in Bristol in August of 2018 when he announced his retirement that came following 
that season.

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER FILE PHOTOS

BRISTOL MOTOR SPEEDWAY
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provides a massive platform 
for those who want to let 
loose and celebrate their Irish 
heritage, or simply just have a 
good time,” said Drew Bedard, 
vice president of marketing 
for Bristol Motor Speedway. 
“Our history is connected to 
this national holiday more than 
any other track on the circuit, 
so we are looking forward to 
providing our guests with an 
amazing experience.”

The most recent Food City 
500 on concrete held at Bristol 
during the month of March was 
won by Carl Edwards on March 
16, 2014. Edwards took over 
at lap 426 and led the final 78 
laps of the race to claim victory. 
Interestingly, on that day, 
Edwards was the first driver 
in history to be presented the 
much-coveted BMS Gladiator 
Sword in Victory Lane by track 

president and general manager 
Jerry Caldwell.

Matt Kenseth led the most 
laps of the 2014 Food City 

500 with 165, but ultimately 
finished 13th. The top-five 
finishers behind Edwards’ No. 
99 RFK machine was teammate 

Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Aric 
Almirola, Tony Stewart and 
Australian Marcos Ambrose. 
Denny Hamlin started on the 
pole in his No. 11 machine 
and finished sixth.

The most recent BMS Cup 
race to be held in March was 
in 2021, when Joey Logano 
made history as the first Cup 
driver to win on a dirt track 
in more than 50 years when 
he won the Food City Dirt 
Race on March 29.

The Bristol race weekend 
will feature action in the 
NASCAR Cup Series with 
the tradition-rich Food City 
500 on Sunday afternoon, 

March 17 (3:30 p.m., FOX 
and PRN Radio) with current 

champ Ryan Blaney, Chase 
Elliott, Kyle Larson, Joey 
Logano, Kyle Busch and Denny 
Hamlin leading the way.

Saturday afternoon’s Bush’s 
Beans Practice and Bush’s 
Beans Qualifying for both the 
NASCAR Cup Series and the 
NASCAR Craftsman Truck 
Series will precede Saturday 
night’s WEATHER GUARD(r) 
Truck Race. NASCAR 
Craftsman Truck Series stars 
Ben Rhodes, Grant Enfinger, 
Nick Sanchez, Corey Heim, 
Ty Dillon and Christian Eckes, 
among others, are scheduled to 
take the green flag at 8 p.m. ET 
for the 250-lap thriller. ➠

Kasey Kahne celebrates after winning the Food City 500 
at Bristol Motor Speedway in 2013, one of three drivers to 
win the BMS spring race on St. Patrick’s Day.

Kasey Kahne walks through the infield prior to a Bristol spring race 
in 2015.
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ABINGDON EQUIPMENT CO INC
19138 Lee Hwy. • Abingdon, VA 24210

Call Jon for details
276-628-8117 or
423-335-7745

MORE POPULAR THAN EVER.

Engine Options:

BRIGGS
KAWASAKI
KOHLER

Deck Widths from

48˝ • 54˝ • 60˝
Starting Cash Option: $5,599.00

Financing as low as 0% 36 mos. 1.99% 48 mos.
3.99% 60 mos. * With qualifying credit

DECK LIFT PEDAL WITH DECK DIAL ADJUSTMENT

• Dual Hydro-Gear® 3100 Integrated Drive System
• Patented Independent Front Suspension
• 7-Gauge All-Steel & All-Welded Deck with
Reinforced Edge

• Deck Lift Pedal and Deck Dial Adjustment
• 6.5 Gallon Fuel CapacityFE

AT
U

RE
S

$200.00
OFF

Badboy purchase when
you bring in this ad!
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Come Drive One Today at:
ABINGDON EQUIPMENT CO INC
19138 Lee Hwy. • Abingdon, VA 24210

Call Jon for details 276-628-8117 or 423-335-7745

MORE POPULAR THAN EVER.
• Electronic Fuel Injection
• Liquid Cooling
• Automatic Transmission
• CVT Clutch
• 4-Wheel Independent Suspension
• Cargo Dump Bed
• High/Low Beam Headlights

• Front Bumper & Winch Included
• 4-Wheel Drive
• Locking Differential
• Nitrogen Assisted Shocks
• 2-Year Limited Warranty
• Comes standard with Power
SteeringFE

AT
U

RE
S

BRING OR
SCREENSHOT AD TO

SAVE
$500.00

INTRODUCING THE BAD BOY BANDIT
Discover The True Meaning Of Superior Utility

Introducing the all-new Bad Boy Bandit UTV, the ultimate off-road machine designed to redefine the meaning of superior utility. Designed for those
who demand maximum performance and reliability, the Bandit Side By Side is available with either a 545cc or 735cc engine, both featuring
electronic fuel injection and liquid cooling for optimal power delivery and efficiency. Available in orange and camo to fit your style and attitude.

$250.00
Military or First

Responder
Discounts
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 ecu.org/auto

ECU Auto Loans
By Your Side for Every Mile

Competitive Rates
Flexible Terms
No Payments for 60 Days

Easy Process
24/7 Online Application
Prequalification Available

Your next vehicle is just a click away!

APPLY NOW

Loan and payment deferral subject to approval.
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EAT
AT

JJ’S!

115 Charwood Dr, Abingdon, VA 24210 | 276-525-4999

DINE IN OR ORDER OUT!

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11AM - 10PM
SUNDAY 11AM - 9PM

22 BEERS
ON TAP!

Multiple
TV Screens to
Watch Your

Favorite Sports
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LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT VAPE?
FROM THE BEGINNER KITS TO COLLECTOR MODS

WE STOCK IT ALL!
BEST STOCK IN THE TRI-CITIES – FIRST TO GET MOST NEW DEVICES
PRICE MATCH ALL LOCAL SHOPS – JUICE PRICES START AT $7 30ML

COME SEE WHY WE ARE THE BEST!

BRISTOL VA, PINEY FLATS TN
AND JOHNSON CITY TN
276.582.0088 | VAPOR42.COM
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RACE SPECIALS!RACE SPECIALS!
ALL TIRES ON SALE!ALL TIRES ON SALE!

FREEFREE Brake Inspection all month longBrake Inspection all month long
FREEFREE Alignment Checks with all tire purchasesAlignment Checks with all tire purchases

See store for details.
Offers good through April 30, 2024

FIRESTONEFIRESTONE
DESTINATIONDESTINATION

TIRESTIRES

$60$60
OFFOFF

STANDARDSTANDARD
BRAKEBRAKE
SERVICESERVICE

$50$50
OFFOFF

STANDARDSTANDARD
OILOIL

CHANGECHANGE

$17$17
OFFOFF

INSTANTLY +INSTANTLY +
REBATEREBATE

$150$150
OFFOFF

6 Months,
INTEREST
FREE
Firestone Credit Card

ASK ABOUT OUR
LIFETIME WARRANTY

ALIGNMENTS.
ONLY PAY FOR

IT ONCE!

BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE TIRES UP TOBRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE TIRES UP TO

($230 OFF TOTAL ON A SET($230 OFF TOTAL ON A SET
OF POPULAR TRUCK TIRES)OF POPULAR TRUCK TIRES)

401 West Center St.
Kingsport, TN 37660

423-245-6186

1809 N. Roan St.
Johnson City, TN 37601

423-427-3849

2708 East Stone Dr.
Kingsport, TN 37660

423-224-2185

410 Falls Blvd.
Bristol, VA 24201
276-469-8018


