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Winter Wonderland of
Lights shines in Ashland

Stocks fall
after Fed
raises rates
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A somber atmosphere has filled the
Huntington Police
Department as officers commemorate
the 35th anniversary of the deaths
of Patrolmen Paul J.
Harmon and James
W. Mills.
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HPD honors
fallen officers

ASHLAND — The heart of
Ashland beams with more than
800,000 Christmas lights as the
city’s annual Winter Wonderland
of Lights continues through the
season in Central Park.
Since 1988, the city has attracted thousands to
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downtown Ashn As Christl a nd’s 5 0 -ac re
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park in what’s
prime time for
become
a cherviewing lights
ished
tradition
in the Tri-State.
now passed to a
younger generation while remaining beloved by all ages.
T he Wi nter Wonderl a nd
Express train rides take place from
6 to 9 p.m. Friday through Sunday
through this weekend. The cost
is $3. Photos and visits with Santa
Claus will also be available this
weekend in the park’s log cabin.
The light display will continue
daily until Jan. 8, 2017.
For more information about festivities and a full list of events, visit
ashlandalliance.com/winter-wonderland-of-lights/ and read about
more places to see Tri-State light
displays in The Herald-Dispatch’s
Weekend section.

M

Although Ashland’s Winter Wonderland of Lights display will be up through Jan. 8, 2017, it’s last call this weekend
for Winter Wonderland Express train rides and pictures and visits with Santa at the log cabin.
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Finance
Committee
advances
increase
By JOSEPHINE MENDEZ

Stocks had their
worst day in two
months after the
Federal Reserve
raised interest rates
Wednesday on the
back of a strengthening job market.
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CITY SEWER RATES

Christmas lights decorate Ashland’s Central Park as part of the annual Winter
Wonderland of Lights.

jmendez@herald-dispatch.com

HUNTINGTON — The city of Huntington’s Finance Committee gave a proposed
sewer rate increase its stamp of approval
Wednesday night, voting in favor of sending it back to council with no changes and
a positive recommendation.
Having made no alterations, the ordinance will go back before City Council for
a second reading Dec. 27, when it will be
voted on by council members.
While the ordinance had the support of
the Finance Committee and over a dozen
employees with the Huntington Sanitary
Board, others from the public questioned if
the proposed increase of about 57 percent
over three years was necessary.
The proposed ordinance, which originated from the Huntington Sanitary Board,
lays out three phases of increases spread
out over three years.
The first increase would occur 45 days
after the passage of the ordinance, which
will be toward the beginning of February
if City Council approves it. This would
increase a customer’s average bill — which
is based on about 3,200 gallons of water
used — from $17.37 to $21.90 per month.
The minimum monthly bill, which is based
on 2,000 gallons of water used, would go
from $13.16 to $16.60.
The next increase proposed in the ordinance would be scheduled for Dec. 31,
2017. Minimum bills for residents would be
$18.50 and the average bill would be $24.35.
The final increase would occur Dec.
31, 2018, and would raise the minimum
monthly bill to $20.80 and the average to
$27.39. The last sewer rate increase, a 23
percent hike, came in June 2009.
From start to finish, an average customer
would see an increase of about $10; however, as Steel of West Virginia Vice President
of Administration John O’Connor pointed
out during the meeting, the increase in
costs for businesses is much higher.
O’Connor said the company, which provides about 560 jobs, currently pays about
$500,000 yearly in sewer rates, but the
proposed rate increases would raise their
bill by $300,000 by the end of the final
phase, placing a burden on the company’s
ability to be profitable.

Please see FINANCE/4A

Ken Hechler to lie in repose at WV Culture Center
The Herald-Dispatch

ROMNEY, W.Va. — Former
U.S. Congressman and West
Virginia Secretary of State Ken
Hechler will lie in repose next
week on the capitol grounds
where he served the Mountain
State for more than a decade in
one of many public offices he

casewv.com

held in his lifetime.
Hechler died peacefully after
having dinner Saturday, at age
102, at his home in Romney, West
Virginia.
Hechler will lie in repose from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, Dec. 19,
at the Culture Center at the West
Virginia Capitol Complex, 1900
Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, followed by a service at the
Culture Center at 3 p.m., according to his obituary from Giffin
Funeral Home & Crematory in
Capon Bridge, West Virginia.
His family will receive friends
from 4 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
21, at the Giffin Funeral Home &
Crematory.
A service in Ha mpshire
County will take place at 11
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 22, at the
Augusta Church of Christ, 15338

Former U.S. Congressman
and West Virginia Secretary
of State Ken Hechler will lie
in repose next week at the
Culture Center at the West
Virginia Capitol Complex.
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Northwestern Pike, Augusta,
West Virginia. Burial will follow at Branch Mountain United
Methodist Cemetery in Three
Churches, West Virginia.

Give the gift that
will last a lifetime!

WV 25430, or the Ken Hechler
Scholarship Fund, C/O The Bank
of Romney, P.O. Box 876, Romney, WV 26757.
Hechler’s life spanned more
than a century, and his political career spanned decades. He
spent many of those years as
an activist, soldier, teacher and
In lieu of flowers, Hechler’s author. He worked for three U.S.
family has requested that con- presidents, interrogated Nazis in
tributions be made to either World War II and was the only
Hospice of the Panhandle, 330
Hospice Lane, Kearneysville,
Please see HECHLER/2A
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